Kabariti visits Karak Governorate 

r ~. Prime Waster and Minister of 
Defence Abdul Karim Kabariti on Saturday toured 
Karak Governorate, the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
said. Accompanying the prime minister were Minis- 
ter of. Education Munther Masri, Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul Hadi Majali, Minister of 
Interior Awad Khleifat, Minister of Justice Abdul 
Kamn Dughnu, Minister of Post and Telecommunica- 

Chairman of the Joint 
- Rdd Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai. 
Petra did not give details. But the prime minister's 
visit to the governorate was expected to have focused 
op a review of the situation there after unrest in sever- 
al areas m the south on April 16 and 17. Mr. Kabariti fe 
accompanied His Majesty King Hussein oh a visit to 
Karak Governorate last week. 
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Romanian workers shot in W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian 
assailant shot and wounded two Romanian workers in 
Baqa A1 Sharqiyah on the West Bank on Saturday, 
Israeli police said. The two Romanians, one of whom 
was seriously wounded, were taken to an Israeli hos- 
pital at Hadera. They were attacked by a. Palestinian 
while on business with other Romanians at Baqa A1 
Sharqiyah, about one kilometre from Israeli territory. 
The army clamped a curfew on the area and launched 
a search for the assailant. In another incident, four 
assailants stabbed and seriously wounded a priest 
near the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem's 
walled Old City on Saturday, police said. The attack- 
ers fled and the priest was taken to hospital they said, 
without identifying the victim. Police gave no motive 
for the stabbing. 


AMMAN SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1996, RABI II, 17, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils, 


Iraqi and KDP forces 


seize control of Erbil 

* j 

Iranians said to enter northern Iraq; U.S. 
places its forces on full alert in the region 

Saddam-Barzani alliance raises spectre of confrontation with West 

Jordan warns of possible 
Iranian armed incursion 

‘Kingdom will not interfere in Iraq or allow 
itself to be used as base for military action’ 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAQI TROOPS and tanks 
supporting a Kurdish rebel 
faction captured the city of 
Erbil in northern Iraq from a 
rival Kurdish force on Satur- 
day and raised the Iraqi flag 
in the mountainous enclave 
protected by U.S. -led forces. 

Iraq's intervention could 
ignite a new confrontation 
between Baghdad and the 
Western forces that have 
policed the Kurdish “safe 
haven” in northern Iraq since 
the end of the Gulf war in 
1991. 

The Iraqi troops and a Kur- 
dish faction, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
launched an early morning 
assault to capture Erbil, the 
main Kurdish city in northern 
Iraq, from the rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), a 
U.N. official said. 

Christopher Lee. speaking 
from the office of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees in Baghdad, said 
the PUK had put up little 
resistance. There was an 
undetermined . number of 
casualties, he said. 

However, PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani said fighting was 
continuing inside Erbil as the 
Iraqi troops and their Kurdish 
allies pounded the city with 
artillery and missiles. 

Iraqi forces occupied the 
main base for relief agencies 
in the western part of Erbil 
and that they have occupied 
the university campus in the 
>outh of the city. Mr. Tala- 
bani told CNN. 

The PUK estimated that 
450 Iraqi tanks were involved 
in die offensive, and scid that 
■some 3U.000 Iraqi forces had 
massed in recent days in 
preparation for the attack. 

According to the official 
Iraqi News Agency, Deputy 
Prime Minister Tarez Aziz 


said the offensive was a 
response to an appeal by the 
KDP. 

“We decided to launch a 
limited military operation in 
defence of our sovereignty, 
our people and their proper- 
ties,” Mr. Aziz said. 

Mr. Aziz said KDP leader 
Massoud Barzani pleaded 
with President Saddam Hus- 
sein in an Aug. 22 letter to 
intervene to “end the treach- 
ery of Jalal Talabani.” 

A KDP official said Iranian 
troops entered northern Iraq 
in the wake of the assault on 
Erbil. 

“They entered this morn- 
ing. They have occupied the 
area to the depth of 40 kilo- 
metres. They have estab- 
lished a headquarters in Chu- 
man,” Faik Nerweyi of the 
KDP told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Ankara. 

Mr. Nerweyi said he did not 
know the size or nature of the 
Iranian force in northern Iraq, 
but said KDP fighters had 
been easily outgunned in the 
area close to the Iranian bor- 
der and had quickly with- 
drawn further west 

‘They were far too sirong ” 
he said. Mr. Nerweyi said he 
did not know if there were 
any casualties. . 

The KDP charges (bat the 
PUK. which took control of 
Erbil in fighting in December 
1994, has backing from Iran. 
The PUK accuses the KDP of 
collaborating with Baghdad. 

“The KDP has taken com- 
plete control of Erbil the 
PUK have been expelled and 
ihere is no exodus of the 
civilian population,” said 
Hoshyar Zebari, who led a 
KDP delegation in aborted 
U.S.-brokered pace talks in 
London the previous day. 

“We don't deny there has 
been some Iraqi shelling. It 
started after the Iranians sent 

(Continued on pagte7) 


^By P.V.Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan fears 
an Iranian intervention in 
northern Iraq following the 
Iraqi army’s move there to 
crush Kurdish dissidents 
seen as pro-Tehran but the 
Kingdom has no intention 
to intervene in Iraq, offi- 
cial sources said Saturday. 

The sources also said 
Jordan, while keeping a 
close watch on the situa- 
tion, will not allow its 
bases to be a springboard 
for attacks against Iraq. 

“It is totally out of the 
question.” said an official 
source when asked 
whether Jordan would 
interfere in Iraq. “We have 
no intention to intervene 
in Iraq.” . 

Jordan is indeed con- 
cerned that Iran might 
send its forces to support 
the Kurdish factions it sup- 
ports in northern Iraq, said 
the official source, who 
did not want to be identi- 
fied. 

“The picture is not clear 
yet, but what is clear is that 
there is a strong possibility 
of Iranian intervention in 
support of the one of the 
Kurdish factions,” said the 
source. 

“We in Jordan have been 
warning that this might 
happen,” added the source. 

The source was obvious- 
ly referring to the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan 


(PUK), which was report- 
edly ousted from the 
northern Iraqi town of 
Erbil in a combined opera- 
tion launched by Iraqi gov- 
ernment forcers and PUK 
rival Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP). 

Recent reports have 
strongly indicated the exis- 
tence of an alliance 
between the PUK of Jalal 
Talabani a frequent visitor 
to Tehran, and the Iranian 
government. 

Links between the KDP 
of Masood Barzani and 
the Baghdad government 
became apparent last week 
when the official Iraqi 
media carried KDP state- 
ments for the first time 
since the Gulf war and 
described Mr. Talabani as 
a traitor. t 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz said in 
Baghdad on Saturday that’ 
the KDP had asked the 
Iraqi government to oust 
the PUK from Erbil. 

Mr. Aziz, in a statement 
carried by the official Iraqi 
News Agency, described 
the intervention as a “lim- 
ited” one to help the KDP 
against Iran-supported 
PUK. 

An Amman-based Iraqi 
dissident group, the Iraqi 
National Accord (A1 Wifaq 
AJ Waiani A1 Iraqi) mean- 
while called on the Iraqi 
military to rebel against 
the regime. 

“The Iraqi National 


Accord movement warns 
of suspicious movements 
and premeditated ill-inten- 
tions of the regime of Sad- 
dam Hussein to strike at 
the liberated areas in 
northern Iraq,” said a state- 
ment faxed to the Jordan 
Tunes by the group. 

“We call on the Iraqi 
armed forces to rise up 
against Saddam’s .plans, 
abort his rash adventure 
and disobey his orders,” 
said the one-page state- 
ment 

The statement quoted a 
spokesman of the group as 
saying that information 
available to it indicated 
that the regime had gath- 
ered the First and Second 
.divisions of its army in the 
north and reinforced the 
units with heavy tanks, 
artillery and missiles to 
launch attack against Iraqi 
Kurdish cities....” 

The statement was 
issued before reports said 
that Iraqi • government 
forces had entered Erbil 
and raised the Iraqi nation- 
al flag there at around 3.45 
GMT (5.45 p.m. local 
time). 

The Iraqi National 
Accord movement called 
on “our Iraqi people, 
including Arabs, Kurds 
and other minorities as 
well as other factions and 
neighbouring countries to 
resolutely, firmly and 

(Continued on page 7) 


7 Iraqi hijackers produced in London court 


LONDON {Agencies) — 
Seven Iraqis appeared in 
court Saturday on charges 
of hijackine Sudan Airways 
Flight 150. They were 
ordered jailed for. eight 
days as the case against 
them proceeds. 

The Iraqi* did not have to 
enter pleas in the hijacking 
of the jet that had been 
scheduled to fly from Khar- 
toum. Sudan, to Amman. 

They showed up at a spe- 
cial!'" convened hearing in 
Harlow. Essex, wearing 
track suiLs and T-shirts. 
Three translators were on 
hand so the Iraqis could 
understand the brief pro - 
ceeding before a magis- 
trate. the Rev. Geoffrey 

Smith. 

For the first time, the men 


Aboud. 28; 
be Hoshan. 
Basra; 
Chamekh 

a business- 
hakir Abdul 

. il engineer, 

:ied Mehdy 
iiemployed; 
tagi. 27. a 
Baghdad: 

dul Hasan, 


25. 

The Iraqis surrendered to 
police at London's Stansted 
airport on Tuesday after 
freeing more than ISO 
hostages without any 
bloodshed. _ V 

Iraqi groups have said the 
hijackers could be Iraqi 
government military advis- 
ers too frightened by Sad- 
dam Hussein’s latest purges 
to return home. 

In Saturday's hearing. 
Magistrate Smith agreed 
with the request from pros- 
ecutor Michael Spong to 
jail the men pending their 
next court appearance, 
which was not immediately 
scheduled. 

The men commandeered 
Sudan Airways Flight 150, 

with 1S6 passengers includ- 
ing themselves aboard and 
I f crew. Monday night 
about 25 minutes after it 
left the Sudanese capital 
Khartoum. The Airbus 310 
landed at Larnaca Intern- 
ational Airport in Cyprus to 
refuel and then flew on to 
London. 

Bomb squad experts who 
searched the aircraft found 
knives and some rfi phca 
firearms but no trace of 


explosives or grenades. 

Also detained were six 
women who bad apparently 
boarded the plane with the 
seven Iraqis. Two children 
of tb fc Iraqis were being 
cared for by county welfare 
authorities. - 

The Guardian newspaper 
reported Saturday that the 
women were refugees from 
an abortive Shiite uprising 
in Basra, after the 1991 
Gulf war. The Guardian 
quoted their lawyer as say- 
ing the women did not 
know in advance about the 
hijacking, and said that they 
were .seeking political asy- 
lum.i Meantime. two 
Sudi&se men who hap- 
pened to be aboard the jet 
took advantage of their sur- 
prise landing in London by 
seeking political asylum, 
according to a report Satur- 
day from Egypt's Middle 
East News Agency. 

The Sudanese made their 
request when British police 
were questioning all the 
passengers and they were 
then separated from the 
others. MENA reported. 

The home office would 
confirm only that two 
Sudanese from the flight 


were seeking to remain in 
Britain. , ' 

The Guardian’s report on 
the women quoted David 
Watts, a lawyer advising the 
women, as saying that they 
were all related to people 
who played a prominent 
part in the abortive upris- 
ing against President Sad- 
dam after the allied victory 
over Iraq in the Gulf war. 

One of the women is also 
related to one of the seven 
Iraqis charged with the 
hijacking. 

The six women were 
questioned ifr connection 
with the hijacking but were 
released without charge late 
Wednesday, before being 
detained by immigration 
authorities. 

Two of their children, an 
eight-year-old girl and a 
five-year-old boy, are 
being cared for by govern- 
ment social services. 

Mr. Watts told the 
Guardian that the women, 
who did not wish to be 
identified because of the 
risk to relatives in Iraq, 
included a woman in her 
50s, her four daughters 
aged between 18 and 28, 
and the woman related to 


the alleged hijacker. 

The husband and two 
sons of one of them were 
executed by Iraqi security 
agents, he said, adding (hat 
the woman learnt of the 
death of her second son 
when the security forces 
presented her with his ears. 

She. and her daughters 
have twice been imprisoned 
and were released on the 
last occasion under a gener- 
al amnesty proclaimed by 
President Saddam. ■ 

Mr. Watts said that four 
.years ago, the women fled 
Iraq and were smuggled 
into Jordan. Since then they 
have been to Yemen, back 
to Jordan and most recently 
to Sudan, all the time mov- 
ing from one safe house to 
another for fear of detection 
by Iraqi security services. 

In each country all six had 
applied for a visa to Britain, 
the Netherlands, Canada 
and Italy,, but had been 
refused each time. 

They told Mr. Watts that 
they had no idea that they 
would end up in Britain 
when they boarded the 
Sudanese plane bound for 
Amman in Khartoum on 
Monday. 


Sultan Qaboos on private visit, 


holds talks with King at Aqaba 


AQABA (Agencies) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Sai’d of Oman- held talks 
here on Saturday on the lat- 
est developments in the 
Middle East and means to 
boost Jordani an-Omani 

relations, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, reported. 

The talks took place at 
the Royal Palace here 
shortly after Sultan Qabbos 
arrived on a three-day pri- 
vate visit to Jordan. 

He was received at the 
Aqaba International Air- 
port by King Hussein, 
Royal family members. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Ahmad Lawzi.' 
Speaker of the Lower 
liaise of Parliament Sa'd 
Hayel Srour, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid, Cabinet 
ministers, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs-of-Staff Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai. King’s Adviser for 
Tribal Affairs General 
Hmeidi A1 Fayez and other 
senior officials. 

Accompanying Sultan 
Qaboos on his visit are the 
chief of the Omani royal 
court. Seif Ben Hamad 
Ben Saoud. and other 
senior officials. 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives 
Oman's Sultan Qaboos Ben Sai'd with a full guard 
of honour at Aqaba (Petra photo) 


Revived intifada is an option. 


Arafat tells Palestinian students 


NABLUS (Agencies) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat said on Saturday Pales- 
tinians might resurrect their national upris- 
ing against Israeli occupation if peace 
moves failed. 

“One of our options is to return to the 
intifada (uprising),” Mr. Arafat told high 
school students in the West Bank town of 
Nablus on the first day of the new school 
year. 

“You remember I described you as the 
generals of the stones. Keep up the spirit of 
resistance,” he said, referring to a seven- 
year Palestinian uprising against Israeli rule 
launched in 1987 by stone-throwing 
youths. 

It was the second time in two days Mr. 
Arafat warned Israel that Pales tinians had 
other options to peace. 

Mr. Arafat called on Christian Palestini- 
ans to stage a mass prayer on Sunday at the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the holiest 
Christian site in Jerusalem, to protest 
against Israel’s plans to expand Jewish set- 
tlements. 

Mr. Arafat has turned up the heat on 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to withdraw from Hebron in the 
West Bank and honour other peace deal 
commitments, calling strikes and protests 
against the Jewish state. 


Mr. Netanyahu, who was elected in May. 
responded by sending aides and negotiators 
on Thursday to meet Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials, but Palestini- 
ans said the talks were useless. 

“The Israeli side has rejected any attempt 
at advancing the peace process. Its policy is 
to play the game of foot-dragging and 
stalling ” said Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) member and peace negotiator 
Saeb Erekat. 

He spoke after PNA members met in 
Nablus to assess the latest contacts with 
Israel. 

Members of Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment insist the talks are moving forward 
and a decision on Hebron will be made 
soon. A cabinet statement issued on Friday 
said Mr. Netanyahu had formed a minister- 
ial committee that including himself. For- 
eign Minister David Levy and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai to oversee 
contacts with the Palestinians. 

Israeli media reports said Mr. Netanyahu 
refused to add hardline Cabinet Minister 
Ariel Sharon to the committee. 

Israel agreed in a deal with the Palestini- 
ans last year to withdraw troops from most 
of Hebron, but postponed the pullback after 

(Continued on page 7) 


No negotiations on Aqaba refinery; 
government might invite new bids 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has suspended all dis- 
cussions with foreign 
groups on setting up a $2.5 
billion refinery at Aqaba 
and might invite new bids 
for the project. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dabbas 
said Saturday. 

The minister, who was 
addressing a press confer- 
ence to announce the con- 
version of the semi- 
autonomous Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA), as a 
commercial entity (see 
page 3), did not give 
details. 

Bui Mr. Dabbas’ com- 
ments meant that the gov- 
ernment had abandoned 
talks with an American 
consortium which ' was 
among three short-listed 
companies for the project 
after the government deter- 
mined that another U.S. 
group failed to fulfil its 


obligations stipulated in a 
letter of intent issued in 
June. 

All negotiations on the 
project are “now dormant,” 
said Mr. Dabbas, without 
giving the name of the 
companies involved. “We 
might decide to cancel 
everything and invite new 
bids for the project.” 

He did not make clear 
whether the new bids would 
be based on fresh studies on 
the project. 

Corporate Holdings of 
America (CHA) was the 
group to first qualify for the 
project Subsequently it 
was issued a letter of intent 
in June and was supposed 
to have submined- a $12 
million bank guarantee to 
the government. 

Mr. Dabbas said the com- 
pany “failed in fulfilling its 
obligations" 

Officials said the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
determined that a bank 
guarantee provided by 
CHA was not “technically” 


acceptable to the govern- 
ment and that the U.S. 
group did not provide a 
substitute. 

In the meantime, the 
Texas-based Hutchinson 
Group sent a memo to the 
government that it was 
ready to undertake the pro- 
ject and the government 
decided to reopen negotia- 
tions with that group. 

But, Mr. Dabbas said Sat- 
urday, the government 
found that both CHA and 
Hutcbnison “were similar” 
and thus had dropped the 
negotiations. 

Hutchinson Group had 
formed a consortium com- 
prising the Texas-based 
H.B. Zachry and the Cali- 
fornia-based Parson Corpo- 
ration for the proposed 
refinery, which wifi have an 
installed capacity to 
process 250,000 barrels of 
crude oil per day. The out- 
put of the refinery will be 
exported. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cafe-bombing killed 
7 in Algeria - reports 


PARIS (Agencies) — A 
bomb explosion in a restau- 
rant west of Algiers on Fri- 
day killed seven people, an 
Algerian newspaper said on 
Saturday. 

Algerian security forces 
said in a statement that two 
people were killed and six 
were wounded when a 
home-made, bomb ripped 
through a restaurant in the 
coastal town of Staoueli. 

But Le Matin newspaper, 
quoting witnesses, said the 
bomb killed seven people 
and wounded 20 . 

Liberte newspaper said 
the bomb was hidden in a 
bag in front of the restau- 
rant and that a booby- 
trapped car was defused 
near the restaurant shortly 
before the bomb went off. 

“In the space of a few 
seconds, the town's face 
changed completely. The 
usual happy atmosphere 


gave way to drama and 
death, shouts and weep- 
ing" the Liberte report 
said. 

It went on to cite “unbear- 
able images of women and 
children running all over 
the place. On each side of 
the street, pieces of flesh 
and pools of blood could be 
seen." 

A week ago. a home- 
made bomb exploded in a 
market in the western 
coastal town of Bou 
Haroun. 65 kilometres from 
Algiers. Newspapers said it 
killed two women and live 
children. 

Algerian newspapers 
quoted the Human Rights 
National Observatory 
tONDH i. a government- 
appointed watchdog, as 
saying earlier in August 
that about 1.400 civilians 
had been killed in bomb 
attacks blamed on guerril- 


Farrakhan vows legal 
fight against U.S. ban 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Con- 
troversial black U.S. Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 
has promised to mount “the 
Mother of All Court Battles" 
against a U.S. decision to bar 
him from accepting a 5250.000 
human rights award in Libya. 

J.neaking at the award cere- 
. mony in Tripoli, the Lib>an 
capital., Mr. Farrakhan thanked 
the pri;ze committeee for pre- 
senting him with the Muammar 
Qadfrufi Human Rights Award 
for t/996. but asked it to retain 
ttoiAiccoiTtpjying prize money. 

"While I will accept the hon- 
rf -'our of the prize. I will ask you 
to hold the monies until this 
matter is decided in a (U.S.) 
court of law." he said. 

The U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment on VYednesday denied Mr. 
Farrakhan's application to 
receive either the 5250.000 or 
SI billion that Colonel Qadhafi. 
the Libyan leader, had pledged 
to the Nation of Islam after 
Electing Mtsfanafchan in Janu- 
ary.The treasury said Libya had 
been on Washington's list of 
states that sponsor international 
terrorism since December 
[070. 

Mr. Farrakhan. a black Mus- 
lim. organised last October s 
Million Man March that 
brought many thousands of 
black men to Washington for a 
peaceful rally. 

He told the awards ceremony 
that the gift "has no attachment 
whatsoever to the government 
of Libya” and was simply 
named after its leader. 

He said that instead of block- 
ing the citt. which would have 
helped m hut Id mosques, 
schools and hospitals in 
African- Amcncan districts, the 
U.S. administration should 
have matched it with a gift of its 
own. 

"And so hc light what we 
consider the Mother of All 
Court Battles, and we believe 


we will prevail," he said. 

In a statement read during the 
ceremony, the International 
Popular Committee, which 
Libyan officials say is a non- 
government organisation of 
Libyans and international fig- 
ures interested in human rights, 
said it awarded Mr. Farrakhan 
the prize as a representative of 
African-American people. 

Previous recipients include 
South African President Nelson 
Mandela and former Algerian 
leader .Ahmad Ben Bella. 

“Louis Farrakhan and the 
other Million Man March lead- 
en arc true fighters who appeal 
for freedom, justice, equity and 
human dignity. For this reason 
we decided to award our 19% 
prize to Louis Farrakhan." the 
committee said. 

Mr. Farrakhan appealed to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton to 
reverse the treasury decision. 

“I appeal to President Bill 
Clinton to allow Louis, Far-, 
rakhan and the Nation of Islam 
to receive the gift that will 
allow me to continue my good 
work in America." he said. 

In a reference to Mr. Clin- 
ton’s campaign call to voters to 
help build a 'bridge to the 2 1st 
century. Mr. Farrakhan said: "I 
would very humbly like to help 
you build that bridge io the 
future. It can’t lead to a good 
future if it is not built on truth 
and justice." 

Mr. Farrakhan brushed off 
criticism in Washington of his 
visit to Tripoli and his ties to 
Col. Qadhafi. As a Muslim, f 
should be free to offer words of 
comfort to those who are suf- 
fering under sanctions and 
embargo in Libya. Iran. Iraq, or 
even non- Muslims in Cuba." 
he told the ceremony. 

’if I disagree with another 
government or ... live in anoth- 
er society and disagreed with 
that government you might find 
me dead in a ditch. 


Tehran agents said to have 
threatened German envoy 


BONN (AFP) — Iranian 
secret service agents burst 
into the Tehran residence of 
a German diplomat and 
questioned him after issu- 
ing threats. German For- 
eign Ministry officials said 
Saturday. 

A ministry spokesman 
confirmed a report in the 
German weekly magazine 
Der Spiegel, saying the 
incident happened in July 
when diplomat Jens Gust 
had invited six Iranian writ- 
ers to dinner. 

The writers were sent 
home by the agents, the 
spokesman said. 

The Iranian agents forced 
their way in and took Mr. 
Gust into another room to 
question him. claiming they 
suspected him of support- 
ing “subversive activities,” 
Der Spiegel said. 

Der Spiegel said the inci- 
dent had been mentioned in 
an internal report by the 
German Foreign Ministry 
but had been kept secret, 
adding that it had been 
ordered by Intelligence 
Minister Ali Fallahian. 

The German embassy in 
Tehran protested the action 
and Iran's ambassador in 
Germany Hossein Mora- 
vian was summoned to the 


foreign ministry in Bonn to 
account for what had hap- 
pened. 

The Iranian foreign min- 
istry had condemned the 
incident saying it was the 
result of a “misunderstand- 
ing." the spokesman added. 

Relations between Ger- 
many and Iran have soured 
after" former Iranian Presi- 
dent Abolhassan Bani Sadr 
gave evidence in the trial of 
five men charged with the 
murder of four Kurdish 
opposition figures from 
Iran. 

Mr. Bani Sadr, living in 
exile in France since 1981, 
said the attack in Berlin 
four years ago bad been 
ordered by Iran’s spiritual 
leader Ali Khamenei and 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani. 

One Iranian and four 
Lebanese men have been 
on trial for the killings 
since October 1993. 

Since the beginning of the 
trial the German state pros- 
ecutor has suspected Iran’s 
secret services of master- 
minding the attack. 

In March it issued 3 n 
international arrest warrant 
against Mr. Fallahian for 
the murder of the four 
Kurds. 


Ben Laden calls for 
jihad on U.S. troops 


LONDON <R) — Saudi 
Arabian dissident Osama 
Ben Laden has called for a 
holy war against American 
troops in the Gulf region, an 
Arabic- language newspaper 
reported. 

London-based A1 Quds AJ 
Arab i said in a press release 
ahead of publication on Sat- 
urday that Mr. Ben Laden 
called in a 12 -page state- 
ment "for a jihad against the 
Americans who are occupy- 
ing the land of the two 
(Muslim holy) shrines." 

pager said it; had 
obtained" 'rfne s&iement 
which was dated Aug. 22. 
issued in Afghanistan and 
signed by Mr. Ben Laden. 
The newspaper provided a 
copy of the statement to 
Reuters, but it was not possi- 
ble to verify its authenticity. 

The U.S. embassy in 
Riyadh refused comment 
but said that all such state- 
ments are taken “seriously." 

Two weeks ago the U.S. 
State Department named 
Mr. Ben Laden as "one of 
the most significant financial 
sponsors of Islamic extrem- 
ist activities in the world 
today." 

The paper said Mr. Ben 
Laden, whose fortune has 
been estimated by some 
Middle East sources at $300 
million, called on followers 
in Saudi .Arabia to “launch a 
guerrilla war against Ameri- 
can forces and expel the infi- 
dels from tiie Arabian Penin- 


sula." 

U.S. and other Western 
troops deployed in Gulf 
Arab states have stepped up 
security measures after 24 
Americans and two Indians 
were killed in the kingdom 
in two separate attacks. 
There are about 5.000 U.S. 
military personnel in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia has not 
directly linked Mr. Ben 
Laden to the November 
bombing in Riyadh which 
killed -five. Americans and’ 
two-Indiadl hur said the four 
Saudi nationals who carried 
our the attack were influ- 
enced by Mr. Ben Laden and 
militant clergymen. 

“Pushing out this Ameri- 
can' occupying enemy is the 
most important duty after 
the duty of belief in God.” 
the newspaper quoted the 
statement as saying. 

“The presence of the 
American crusader military 
forces in the Muslim Gulf 
states... is the greatest danger 
and the largest harm which 
threatens the world's biggest 
oil reserve.” 

The statement also urged 
Saudi Arabian military and 
security forces to stay neu- 
tral as they were no match to 
the U.S. troops. 

“This stage requires appro- 
priate fighting methods, by 
swift and light forces work- 
ing in complete secrecy....” 
the newspaper quoted the 
statement as saving. 
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LEBANON ELECTIONS: Children hand out campaign leaflets for Lebanon’s billionaire Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Ai Hariri in Beirut on Saturday. Mr. Hariri is running for one of Beirut's 19 seats when the 
capital votes in parliamentary elections on Sunday (see story on page 12) 


Amman to be launching pad for project to improve 
economic, environmental performance of businesses 


By a Jordan Times 
. Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An ambitious 
project that aims at actively 
engaging business and 
industry in the Middle East 
and Mediterranean basin in 
improving their economic 
and environmental perfor- 
mance is expected to be for- 
mally launched in Jordan in 
mid-September. 

The project, entitled 

Developing Environmental 
Leadership Towards Action 
(DELTA). is being 
launched by the Geneva- 
based International Acade- 
my of the Environment and 
Sustainable Business Asso- 
ciates. 

It seeks to initiate and 
mobilise, .collective action 
by local ‘businesses and 
industries' ' to '"confront 
“environmental challenges” 
through, workshops held 
between 1996-199S in the 
Near East. North Africa, the 
Gulf states and southern 
Europe, according to its 
organisers. 

The project will be 
launched in Amman with a 


conference — DELTA. 
Near East Workshop — 
scheduled to be held Sept. 
13-16 under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
organisers said in a press 
release. 

Crown Prince Hassan will 
deliver the keynote address 
on “Environment in the 
Middle East” at the outset 
of the workshop. 

“This workshop will 
bring together a core of 75 
chief executive officers and 
managing directors of lead- 
ing industries and public 
enterprises in Egypt Jor- 
dan, Lebanon. Syria, the 
West Bank/Gaza, who are 
interested in learning how" 
environmental leadership 
can . enhance.: competitive- 
ness, ^pen new,.., market 
opportunities "and ‘ avoid 
emerging business risks." 
the release said. 

Among Jordanian indus- 
trialists expected to partici- 
pate in the workshop are 
Samih Madam, director- 
general of the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company. 
Abdul Wahab Zoubi of the 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company. Mohammad 
Arafa of the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (now 
National Electric Power 
Company). Nasser Al 
Sadoun of the Arab Potash 
Company and Hani Mulki. 
secretarygeneral of the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology. 

Details of other partici- 
pants were not immediately 
known. 

The workshop will offer 
a “broad perspective on the^. 
latest international ^antf 
regional developments that 
are making., environmental 
leadership a new factor for 
competitiveness.” 

In addition, participants 
will also get “an under- 
standing. of how the princi- 
ples of ’eco-efficieccy’ can 
enhance "business perfor- 
mance. information about 
the criteria for identifying 
sustainable investment pro- 
jects that engage the private 
sector as partners, investors 
and managers, (and) an 
opportunity to meet with 
key institutions represent- 
ing sources of cleaner tech- 


nology. knownhow, finance 
and capacity building.” 

The workshop in Amman 
will culminate in the cre- 
ation of a DELTA Near 
East Network and set the 
guidelines and programme 
for action in the region. 

According to the organis- 
ers. DELTA is being organ- 
ised in collaboration with 
the concerned ministries, 
chambers of commerce and 
industry and major business 
organisations. 

” The 1.3 million-Swiss- 
ffanc (about $675.0001 pro- 
gramme is supported by the 
Swiss Agency for Develop- 
ment and Cooperation, the 
World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development. 

7 the Centre foFEftytfpnment 
and Development' xjf the 
Ariib Reslibrf'and Europe, 
and the n ‘" Mediterranean 
Environmental Technical 
Assistance Programme, 
which is funded and man- 
aged by the World Bank, 
the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme and 
other international organi- 
sations. 
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Disputes hold up Afghan prisoner exchange 


MAZAR-E-SHARIF rR) — 
Last-minute disputes held up a 
planned exchange nf prisoners 
between the Afghan govern- 
ment and its opponents during 
the reopening of the nonhem 
Salang Highway, opposition 

sources said. 

They said the deal to free 10 
prisoners by each side during 
Thursday's reopening had fall- 
en through because of the 
refusal bv President Burhanud- 


din Rabbani's embattled gov- 
ernment to release a rebel pilot. 

A spokesman for the 
Jumbish-e-Milli movement of 
powerful northern warlord 
General Abdul Rashid Dostum 
told Reuters that the govern- 
ment in Kabul hud earlier 
agreed to release the pilot. 
Hafcczullah. in exchange for a 
government supporter. Maulvi 
Zahir. 

But Gen. Mujccd Ruzy. a 


senior Dostum aide, said Mr. 
Rabbani and his chief miliiaty 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood had backed out at the 
last minute. 

No comment from the Rab- 
hani government in Kabul was 
immediately available. 

But government officials said 
the exchange of prisoners 
vvoulJ take place in the next 
two or three days. 

The Salanc. linking Kabul 


with northern Afghanistan, was 
formally reopened to traffic on 
thursday under vvhat the gov- 
ernment said was an agreement 
with Gen. Dostum. 

But Gen. Rozy and a brother 
of Gen. Dostum. Gen. Abdul 
Kader Dostum, later told a 
public rally at Takluc Sang in 
Jumbish-comrolled area that 
they had reopened the highway- 
uni laterally to lessen people's 
hardships. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. —jin. iq 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Cartoon — The Mask 

15:25 —Bush Sch.x>t 

15:45 Mac onJ Matiev 

16:20 Italijn Soccer 

17:00 News Fl.ish 

17:02 Science Cartoon 

17:15 La Me EVvont Mm 

17:30 ...Game Sh»nv — Fyramide 
18:00 Magazine — La Marche 
Du Siecle/Pan One 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Sports Ei 
Musique 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 ...Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 

20:00 American Chart Show 

20:45 The Fre ,h Prince of Bel- Air 

21:10 Black's Magic 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Mini-Senes — Jamaica Inn 

23:30 Short Story Cinema 

23:45 Nelson's Column 

PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


04:45 

06:06, 

12:36 

16:12 

1«:06 

20:27 


Fair 

.(Sunrise! Duha 
, Dhuhr 

....'Asr 

Maghreb 

'Isha 


CHURCHES 


Sl Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifleh. Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of Gud Church Tel. 
6527S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 6245 *jo 
C hurch of (he Anuunication 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
lorn Sanaa Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
.Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

Germ an -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
6756^1. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied h\ the Depart- 
ir.eti; of Meteon>lngy. 

Relative warm to normal summer 
weather conditions will prevail 
with temperatures slightly above 
average and winds northeasterly 
modcrJte. In Aqaba, it will he rel- 
atively hoi. winds northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas calm. 

MireAIax. temp. 

Amman 2U/34 

Aqaha. 26/39 

Deserts 1 7/37 


Jordan Valley 25/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent 
Aqaba 22 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal As 'ad ... 75 1672 

Dr. Issara AJ Asmar 890504 

Dr. Osaxnah Al Hnsseini 847289 
Dr. Khaldoun KJoub >....816715 

Fine, pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdotvs pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisoni pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmaev 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qauu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy t — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nabil Safari ni .90 1 322 

Khalifch pharmacy .....985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

G\ il Ctetwice Depnnnvnl .661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civ il Defence Emergency 1 99 

Revue Miee_.192.62l 1 1 1.637777 
Fire Brigade 617101 


Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police— 843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaint* .661 176 

Vk®x& Sewerage Girptonb _SW7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- 1 7S7III 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) _ 121 

Overseas Calls .01023$ 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcparis 623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan _ J741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre __S 138 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shnteisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhujtecn ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital ...602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 


The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital i09 (986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

- 1 091990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital 

r 02)247 1 00 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian <RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
[05)55200-5. where it .should 
always be verified htfnmuihon on 
other flights can hc supplied on 

phone (Xf \527Q0) 

ARRIVALS 

Roy al Jordanian (RJ ) Flights 

07 JO -AJ ‘Ain tadd) t RJ ) 

09:30 Jeddah i RJ) 

09:55 LamacatRJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Rivadh i RJ i 


10:10 Dubai. Abu Dubai' RJ) 

10:30 Beirut iPJ) 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain < RJ ) 

16:05 New York tRJt 

16:55 ...Amsterdam. Brussels iRJj 

18:00 -...Paris tRJ) 

1 8:00 —Kuala Lumpur < add 1 (RJ) 
18:25 ...Chicago. Amsterdam ("RJ ) 

18:50 London (RJ > 

19:15 - Athens i RJ) 

19:25 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ ) 

19:30. Madrid. Geneva \ RJ i 

20:30 - Tunis i RJ) 

20:40 Vienna tRJ) 

21:45 Frankfurt 'RJ' 

22:20 Rome. Tunis ( RJ ) 

01:10 Cairo <RJ> 

03:45 Doha ladd> tRJ i 

05:00 — Dubai (add) (RJi 

05:10 Abu Dhabi (addURJ) 

05:45 Muscat (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:30 .TelAviv(LY) 

12:30 Doha (Q7> 

13:40 ...Bahrain (GFt 

14:30 - -Moscow tSl r ) 

16:30 - ....Dubai iEKi 

20:35 Cairo i MS) 

21:10 Beirut iMEi 

22: 15 London. Beirut < BA i 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 Athens (OA.t 

01:20 ....Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
02:30 .....Belgrade iGU ) 

Royal Wlnjp (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba i RW) 

19:45 Tel Aviv (RW i 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:10. 


67:00 . 


12:00. 
12:00 . 

Frankfurt (RJl 

12:00. 


12:15 . 


12:15 . 


12:30 ArrNHdm New \brk (RJ) 

13:25.. 


21:10., 


21:20 . 


21:30. 
21:45. 
■*’;00 . 

...... • — Doha i add) iRJ) 

-Kuala Lumpur (add) iRJ> 

22:00 , 
22:10 .. 

Abu Dhabi (add itRJ) 

22:50 
22:45. 
23:00 .. 

Abu Dhabi, Bangkok l RJ) 
Singapore. Jakarta tRJi 

23:00. 


2359 . 


Other Flights 

06:40 . 


07:25. 


08:45 . 


09:15. 


13:30 . 
14:30 


16:05 . 


17:30. 


21:25. 
1)2:30 . 
03:30 . 
04:00. 
06:00. 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Alliens i'OA) 


Airpon from QAIA) iRW) 

20:30 Aqaba (RW) 

HLIAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. An viun am. eway Monday 

A/r. CUnutu. Sti'j p m evety Mondiy 

Pep. CUmasac. every Sunday 

.An-. Amman 5 jOO pm every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/Iowcr price m fils per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana. .600/600 

Banana (mukharamar) .520/520 

Banana (imported) ,’...850/600 

Carrol 160/90 

Cauliflower. .400/250 

Cucumber (large) 240/140 

Cucumber (small) .420/250 




Eggplant 

Fig 

220/150 

Wfl/240 

Garlic 

650/400 


.400/250 

Lemon 

520/400 

Marrow (large).... 

250/150 

Marrow (small) .. 

.450/300 

Mulukhiah 

110/70 

Onion (dry) 

150/90 


..£00/500 

P&L 

580/400 

Peach 

.850/600 

Pepper l hot) 

..340/200 

Pepper (sweet) ... 

460/260 

Potato 

350/200 

Suing Bean 

850/600 

Sweet melon 

350/200 

Tomato 

130/80 


Water melon - 200/140 


07:45 Beirut, London iBA) 

Royal YYings IRW) Flights 
10:00 Amman (arriving at Marka 


I 
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Queen to urs Jordan Valley villages 

NHF to establish income-generating projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Satur- 
day toured the three vil- 
lages of Twal Alshamali, 
Twal Aljanubi and A] Mal- 
laha in the Deir Alla dis- 
trict, which was also recent- 
ly visited by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, who 
met with the local fanners 
and pledged immediate 
government artention to 
their various concerns, 
according to a Royal Conn 
statement. 

Queen Noor emphasised 
the importance of intersec- 
toral cooperation and part- 
nership between govern- 
mental and non-govern- 
mental organisations in for- 
mulating and implementing 
integrated community 
development projects. 

The Queen, who visited 
an elementary school in 
Mallaha as well as the Twal 
AJjanoubi Secondary 
School for Girls, 
announced the launching of 
the first phase of operations 
of the “Al-Ilm Noor” 
(Knowledge is Light) stu- 
dent relief fund. 

The fund, which was 
established last week on the 
occasion of the Queen’s 
birthday, has raised 
JD 150,000 which will aim 
to provide the country’s 
most needy students with 
the necessary support to 
attend school during the 
1996-1997 scholastic year. 

According to the Ministry 
of Education, 20 per cent of 
the country’s potential 
1,400.000 students annual- 
ly face obstacles which are 
prohibitive to school atten- 
dance such as the cost of 
textbooks and school fees. 

In 1991, the Noor A1 
Hussein Founation (NHF) 
conducted an extensive sur- 
vey of the three villages to 
identify the main needs of 
the local community and to 
formulate a comprehensive 
-development plan for the 
area, in , cooperation with 
government and private 
agencies. 

The main issues, high- 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday visits villages and meets with farmers in the 
Deir Aila district (Petra photo) ,• 


lighted in the 1991 report, • 
were high birth rates, high 
unemployment and low 
education rates, environ- 
mental problems such as 
soil salinity and sub-soil 
drainage, low utilisation of 
natural resources, zoning 
and insufficiency of certain 
basic services such as 
health educatibru outreach 
programmes, telephone and 
electricity services and 
transportation. 

According to Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Samir 
Kawan “Since 1991, basic 
public utilities such as elec- 
tricity and water, have 
expanded and now reach 
the entire region. Further- 
more, recent zoning, which 
is an on-going process, is 
being implemented to 
ensure that every family is 
provided with a plot of land 
upon which to build a 
house with all basic ser- 
vices. One of the main 
problems of the area is 
unemployment, especially 
among women, as people 
are shying away from 
employment in the agricul- 
tural sector.” 


In a recent follow-up 
study of the area, the NHF 
finahsed plans for the 
establishment of income- 
generating activities for the 
community, with special 
emphasis on women, in the 
form of cottage industries 
such as goat, cow and poul- 
try raising, dairy farms, 
handicrafts and vocational 
tr ainin g, within the frame- 
work of the NHF’s Quality 
of Life Project. 

The Quality of Life Pro- 
ject, which emphasises 
training and support for 
grassroots community par- 
ticipation in the planning 
and management of the 
social and economic plans, 
integrates self-employment 
programmes with health, 
education, national her- 
itage, and the environment. 

Government plans this 
year for the region include 
extending a loan of JD 
40,000 to the Twal Munici- 
pality to fund development 
projects and the establish- 
ing of an additional primary 
school. 

Furthermore, the Jordan 


Valley Authority (JVA) will 
clean and transform an 
open salt water drainage 
trench which has accumu- 
lated stagnant water into a 
closed sanitary system. 

The JVA will continue its 
distribution of federally- 
owned lands to the local 
residents, who will pay for 
their lots in installments of 
JD2.5 each month over a 
two-year period. 

Queen Noor, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Kawar and the 
coordinator of AI- Dm Noor 
Fund Salwa Damen Masri. 
was received by Minister of 
Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Majali, Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Hammad Abu Jamous, Jor- 
dan Valley Deputy Ali Shat- 
ti. Deputy Hani Masalhah, 
President of the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority Dureid 
Mabasneh. the Governor of 
Al Balqa, the deputy gov- 
ernor of Deir Alla, NHFs 
Executive Director Ibrahim 
Badran and Director of the 
NHF’s Quality of Life Pro- 
ject Issam Zawawi. 


7 people die on Kingdom’s roads 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Seven people, 
including a four-year-old 
child, were killed during the 
weekend in several road 
accidents, official reports 
said Saturday. 

In Amman, two women 
were killed late Friday when 
the car they were riding in 
skidded into a six-metre 
ditch near the Regency 
Hotel, officials said. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times the driver of 
the car. w’hich bore Kuwaiti 
plates, was speeding. 

He said that the driver 


Mohammad Quteibi, 35. 
was coming from Al Hus- 
sein Youth Centre Circle at a 
high speed, losr control of 
his vehicle bumped into the 
side-walk, slammed into a 
pole then landed in a six- 
metre ditch of a building 
under construction. 

“The impact of the acci- 
dent caused the immediate 
death of two of the passen- 
gers and caused serious 
injures to the driver and 
another passenger,” said the 
police official. 

The deceased were identi- 
fied by officials as Muyasar 
Rashed Quteibi, 25 and 
Inshirah Saghir, 40. 


Also on Friday, a 38-year- 
old man and his four-year- 
old child were killed in a 
road collision which 
involved a minibus and a 
vehicle on the Amraan- 
Madaba Highway, accord- 
ing to the reports. 

They were identified as 
Oqla Abed Hussein and his 
son Usamah. 

Also road accidents in 
Jabal Nasser in Amman, 
Tafileh, and the Amman- 
Aqaba Highway resulted in 
three deaths. 

The reports identify the 
deceased in these three acci- 
dents as: Atiyeb Sidqi, 13, 
an Egyptian citizen. 


f liman Ibrahim, 53, and 
Abed Mola, 23. 

Last month traffic officials 
warned that road accident in 
the Kingdom had reached 
an alarming rate and called 
for urgent actions to stop the 
loss of human lives. 

Annually, road accidents 
claim the lives of more than 
400 people and cause 
injuries to over 12,000 peo- 
ple, a recent Public Security 
Department (PSD) study 
indicated. 

It added that car accidents 
in Jordan cost the country an 
average of JD100 million 
every year. 


Ministry promotes 
renovation of 


public facilities 


MAN (Petra) — The 
is try of Public Works 
:ooperation with the 
Ian Engineers Associ- 
a (JEA) Saturday 
ied a two-month 
ling seminar on fin- 
ig works in homes 
public buildings. 
ie focus of the semi- 
will be on the appli- 
>n of the Jordanian 
ding codes governing 
terms. painting, 
dworks. thermal 
lation of buildings, 
>r and particularly 
lilies for handicapped 
3 le residing or work- 
in these buildings, 
inistrv Secretary- 
era! Bashir Jagh beer, 

deputised for Minis- 
of Public Works 
ul Hadi Majali. 
■essed the opening 
ion stressing the 
Drtance of strict corn- 
ice with the coun- 
, building codes 
■k require the 
.ani of high 
materials ana 


regular maintenance to 
ensure durability. 

Mr. Jaghbeer empha- 
sised ihe need for con- 
struction. engineers and 
firms to give due consid- 
eration to the protection 
of the environment as 
provided under the Jor- 
danian codes and the 
need to ensure coopera- 
tion between these firms 
and concerned authori- 
ties such as those in the 
municipalities. 

Suheil Ojeilat, a senior 
ministry official, said 
that participants in the 
seminar will attend a 
series of lectures dealing 
with various activities 
involved in the construc- 
tion process. 

He said the lectures 
will also focus on facili- 
ties in buildings for the 
benefit of handicapped 
persons. 


Minister tours school facilities 
at start of scholastic year 


AMMAN (J.T.} — The 
Ministry of Education this 
year appointed 3,000 teach- 
ers to take the place of 
those seconded to the Gulf 
countries, notably Saudi 
Arabia which employed 
2,500 educators for the new 
school year, according to 
Minister of Education 
Munther Masri in a state- 
ment Saturday. 

Speaking on Jordan Tele- 
vision to mark the first day 
of the reopening of school 
at the start of the 1996-1997 
scholastic year. Dr. Masri 
said that the ministry “has 
met most of the obligations 
required by the schools and 
that textbooks have been 
distributed to every grade 
in the various schools in the 
12 govemorates including 
those in the south where 
rioting earlier this month 
prompted the ministry to 
delay the opening of the 
schools for one week.” 

According to Ministry of 
Education officials, 1.4 mil- 
lion students wem to school 
Saturday. 

These included 120,000 
who attended school for the 
first time in primary class- 
es. 

“The ministry still faces 


the problem of some con- 
gestion in classes but to a 
lesser degree than in previ- 
ous years and the ministry 
is hoping to overcome the 
problem by providing more 
schools in the coming two 
to three years in accordance 
with a national education 
plan,” said the minister. 

“Nearly 48,500 teachers 
are employed by the Min- 
istry of Education in 4,224 
public schools which 
opened to the new scholas- 
tic year today,” he added. 

He noted that at least 10 
schools were among the 
public facilities which sus- 
tained damage in recent 
demonstrations but have 
since been rehabilitated and 
readied for the students. 

Dr. Masri toured several 
schools in Amman and its 
surroundings Saturday and 
oversaw the distribution of 
books to students stating 
that the ministry has made 
arrangements for the teach- 
ers to start giving lessons 
from the first day. 

Teachers have been at 
their posts since mid- 
August to prepare for the 
commencement of classes. 


Women’s group demands more 
equitable representation 



Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Saad Hayel Srour Saturday mee r 0D 
women activists to discuss the Election Law (Petra photo) ,-eak- 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Lower House 
Speaker Saad Hayel Srour 
has promised that parlia- 
ment, in its next regular 
session, would discuss the 
issue of introducing a quota 
of 20 per cent of parliament 
seats to be allotted to 
women. 

During a meeting 
between a group of women 
activists and the speaker 
Saturday, the women pre- 
sented a memorandum 
requesting an amendment 
in the existing Election 
Law to allow for increased 
political participation 
among women. 

This group represented 
Jordanian non-governmen- 
tal organisations (NGOs), 
women’s unions and other 
women leaders and submit- 
ted a memorandum to par- 
liament requesting that Jor- 
danian women be more 
enfranchised through a 
minim um quota of 20 per 
cent of women deputies in 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

Laurice HI ass, YWCA 
president and Jordan’s first 
female ambassador, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
memorandum was present- 
ed to Mr. Srour, who wel- 
comed the idea and 
promised to set the issue on 
the coming parliamentary 
session's agenda. 

“We represent a coalition 
of women unions and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions as well as women 
leaders in Jordan who seek 
a better status for women 
as weU as increased partic- 


ipation in the decision- 
making process through a 
reasonable number of 
women representatives in 
parliament,” said Ms. 
HI ass. 

“Acting as a pressure 
group we presented our 
idea which is based on sim- 
ilar systems in advanced 
nations and maintained that 
there should be no discrim- 
ination against women in 
decision-making in every 
level of society, citing the 
examples of Germany 
which have adopted the 
quota system for women at 
the rate of 30 per cent and 
Sweden where the rate is 
50 per cent,” sbe added. 

The speaker praised the 
women organisations fur- 
ther stating that Jordanian 


women’s contributions 
were remarkable and left 
an impression on the King- 
dom's development, Ms. 
HI ass confirmed. 

Mr. Srour said that the 
Jordanian constitution 
guarantees the rights of 
women in various areas 
and that the issue of greater 
participation of women in 
the socio-economic and 
political arenas would be 
discussed in the House dur- 
ing the coming session 
which will convene in 
October. 

“As a coalition, we stated 
our opposition to the pre- 
sent one person, one vote 
system which harms our 
cause and we demanded 
that parliament pass a new 
and more equitable law 


taking women repi - 
don into considei 
continued Ms. Hlass‘ llII, ■ 

Tr. Srour said t 
ling parliament? 11 ? 1 ? 16 
.• .on was schedv8 lveQ 
review a tempon 
election law whi'j? a “ ov i 
meet some of to' j 
demands, she 
The six membe^ h L ave 
included Zuleikhl 1 * 1 ^? 6 
Rjsha, columnist ar’ maJ i y 
dent of the Women „ who 
ies Center, Asraa i , 
lawyer and president 1515 
Jordanian Women’s t are 
(JWU), Khadijeh Hat 
neh. women’s activist 
member of the JWU, 
Mutlaq, legal counsel and 
former contender for a set: - ’ 
in parliament, and Saoudeh 
Salem, ail attorney. 


CARDNE 
to look at 
govermnent- 
NGO 

partnerships 

AMMAN (J.T.) Die 
Regional Centre on Agrari- 
an Reform and Rural 
Development for the Near 
East (CARDNE) today 
begins a three-day region- 
al seminar entitled “Gov- 
ernmental and Non-Gov- 
ernmental Organisations: 
Partners in Rural Develop- 
ment,” a CARDNE state- 
ment said. 

The organisers see the 
necessity for such a meet- 
ing because they believe 
that regional cooperation 
between governmental and 
non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGOs) is no 
longer a choice in the area 
of rural development but a 
necessity. 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Hamad ■ Abu 
Jamous will open the con- 
ference at the Forte Grand 
Hotel. 

Specialists and decision- 
makers from Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Pakistan, Syria and 
Tunis will present joint 
national papers. - 

Representatives from the 
Arab Organisation for 
Agricultural Development 
(AOAD), International 
Centre for Agricultural 
Research in Dry Areas 
1 .ICARDA) and United 
Nations Fund for Women 's 
Development (UNIFEM) 
will also present papers on 
the topic. 

According to the state- 
ment, the overall objective 
of the seminar is to review 
all aspects’ of collaboration 
and cooperation between 
government and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations in 
the field of rural develop- 
ment, discussing all chan- 
nels of communications 
and means to activate them 
in order to reach mecha- 
nisms for effective partner- 
ship in the future, and to 
define the obstacles to this 
communication to over- 
come them in order to 
achieve more effective 
rural development which is 
in line with the people's 
needs. 


JEA commercialisation 



By P.V.Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
ceased to exist on Sunday 
and a fully government- 
owned commercial entity 
replaced it ahead of the 
utility’s eventual privatisa- 
tion, Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Hashem Dabbas 

announced Sunday. 

The conversion of the 
JEA, a semi-autonomous 
monopoly, was in the mak- 
ing for the more than one 
year, but the -final hurdle 
was cleared after Parlia- 
ment endorsed a relevant 
amendment to the law that 
created the authority in 
1967 and an arrangement 
was worked out to ensure 
that the rights of the 2,500- 
plus JEA employees were 
protected. 

‘Today is the last day of 
the existence of the JEA.” 
Mr. Dabbas said in a press 
conference. “We have 
completed all formalities 
related to the conversion of 
the JEA as a commercial 
company under the name 
National Electric Power 
Company (NEPCO),” he 
said. 

The NEPCO, which will 
have a paid-up capital of 
JD230 million and assets 
worth JD270 million, will 
“operate under the laws 
and regulations that govern 
any other commercial enti- 
ty registered under the 
Companies Law,” said the 
minister. 

Mr. Dabbas and Moham- 
mad Arafa, director-gener- 
al of the JEA, told the 
press conference that the 
“commercialisation” of the 
authority’s operations was 
the first step towards pri- 
vatisation, but that there 


was no definite time-frame 
attached to the move. 

"The government fully 
owns the new entity, as 
was the case with the JEA. 
and it is up to the govern- 
ment to decide as, when 
and what it wants to do 
with its holdings,” noted 
Mr. Arafa. 

Mr. Dabbas said the gov- 
ernment would place 
NEPCO shares for public 
subscription through the 
Amman Financial Market, 
“perhaps in one. two, three 
years, but no predeter- 
mined plans are in place 
yet.” 

In administrative terms, 
Mr. Dabbas said the Min- 
istry of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources would be 
responsible for “strategic 
decisions concerning Die 
power sector in general in 
Jordan” and- only retain a 
token role in the affairs of 
the NEPCO. 

“The very idea behind 
the conversion of the JEA 
into a commercial entity is 
to allow it to be adminis- 
tratively and financially 
independent” as part of the 
Kingdom’s moves to 
restructure its energy sec- 
tor, the minister said. 

Die amended JEA law 
also allows the govern- 
ment to license other com- 
panies in the power sector, 
a provision that is seen 
very important against the 
backdrop of negotiations 
on a $300 million power 
plant in the south financed 
by foreign investors. 

Mr. Dabbas said the 
Council of Ministers was 
expected to decide on a 
board of directors for the 
NEPCO. Under the 
amendments to the rele- 
vant law, the minister of 
eneigy and mineral 
resources remains the 


chairman of die board of 
NEPCO (as also was die 
case with the JEA), but the 
executive board will be 
named by the government. 

The minister paid tribute 
to the success of the JEA 
in carrying out its mandate 
since 1967. He noted that 
99.2 per cent of the popu- 
lation of Jordan and 98.1 
per cent of all villages and 
remote areas of the King- 
dom now receive electrici- 
ty. The figures represent a 
record for many Third 
World countries with eco- 
nomic and demographic 
features similar to Jordan. 

All the employees of the 
JEA remain civil servants 
under the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources but their salaiy 
will be paid by the 
NEPCO, which also has 
the responsibility of all the 
rights of the employees. 

Similarly, all commit- 
ments undertaken and 
agreements with local and 
foreign parties signed by 
the JEA are binding on the 
NEPCO. 

Mr. Arafa said some 200 
of the 2,543 employees of 
the JEA had opted for 
transfer to other govern- 
ment departments or for 
voluntary retirement. 

The conversion of the 
JEA will have no impact 
on the ongoing work on 
linking the Jordanian 
national power grid with 
its neighbours. 

"The government has 
always been directly in 
charge of adopting the 
appropriate policy deci- 
sions and the JEA was only 
involved in the technical 
aspects and implementa- 
tion of those decisions” 
said Mr. Arafa. “That situ- 
ation is not going to 
change.” 


SCIENCE WEEK 

* Fourth annual science 
week at the Royal Cnltnr- 
al Centre in Amman at 
9:00 a-m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Batoul AI 
Fakikj at Bala dim Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street, 
(Tfel. 687598), until Sept. 


UIHflT’S 
GOING ON 


11 . 

* Works by artist Abeer 
Abn Joodih at Alia Art 
Gallery, Jabal Amman, 
until Sept.. 5. 

♦“Summer ‘96” exhibition 
at Darat Al Fmram, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Oct. 8. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by 


Jordanian artist Khalil Al 
Kofahi entitled “From 
Jordan™ Man and 
Oiarming Nature” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Sept* 2. 

LECTURE 

* “Handmade Paper” by 
Dr. Usama Khalidi at 
Darat Al Fnmim, Jabal 
Weibdeh at 7.-00 pan. 
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More explosive traces 


found in TWA debris 


NEW YORK <R) — Inves- 
tigator* have found more 
microscopic traces of explo- 
sives on debris from TWA 
Flight SOO but said they 
could not conclude (hat a 
bomb or missile caused the 
plane to crash last month, 
officials said Friday. 

Further evidence, such as 
physical damage character- 
istic of a bomb, was needed 
to determine if ihe plane 
was downed by an explosive 
device. the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board NTSB i and the Fede- 
ral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) said in a joint state- 
ment. 

Other traces of chemical 
explosive were found on the 
Dane's wreckage last week, 
'.[though investigators offi- 
ally said they were “of 
■' iknown origin." they have 
Id privately that PETN. a 
,-;mical used in plastic 
-plosives, was found on a 
ece of a passenger seat 
..rated near the centre fuel 
ik where the two wings 
. n the fuselage. 

We still cannot conclude 
■/' TWA Flisht SOO 


crashed as the result of an 
explosive device,” the 
NTSB and FBI said, 'inves- 
tigators still cannot con- 
clude whether this tragedy 
was the result of a criminal 


act. 

CBS News reported Fri- 
day that a compound found 
in the wreckage was "strik- 
ingly similar" to one dis- 
covered at the crash site of 
Pan Am Flight 103. which 
exploded over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, in 198S killing all 
259 people aboard and 1 1 
on the ground. 

CBS News said it had 
learned that the FBI lab had 
identified residue of a plas- 
tic explosive called "RDX” 
found on a curtain in the 
rear of the jet. 

It said the discovery fur- 
ther bolstered the bomb the- 
ory because "RDX and 
PETN are mixed together to 
make high-powered explo- 
sives." 

The Paris-bound Boeing 
747 exploded and crashed 
into the Atlantic Ocean on 
July 17. just minutes after 
taking off from Kennedy 
International Airport. All 


230 passengers and crew on 
board were killed. 

Investigators say evidence 
so far does not prove or dis- 
count any of their three lea : 
ding theories — that a 
bomb, missile or mechani- 
cal failure caused the jet to 
crash. 

A computer simulation by 
investigators of the final 
moments before the crash 
placed the blast on the jet's 
right side, the New York 
Times reported Friday. The 
NTSB would not comment 
on the Times report. 

The simulation showed 
almost everything in the 
first spray of metal, luggage 
and other material blown 
from the plane came from a 
confined area above and 
ahead of the right wing, the 
newspaper said. But investi- 
gators told the Times the 
new evidence did not push 
them much closer to the 
point where they could dec- 
lare that the crash was 
caused by a criminal act. 

An aviation expert and a 
law enforcement official 
who is an explosives spe- 
cialist both told the newspa- 


per they saw several fist- 
sized holes punched 
through the backs of two 
seats on the far right side of 
row 23. 

That is in the centre of (he 
area pinpointed by the com- 
puter as the site of the initial 
blast. The microscopic tra- 
ces of PETN also were 
found in that general area. 
No similar holes have been 
found in other seats. 

Officials voiced concern 
that recovery efforts at die 
scene of the crash off the 
coast of long island. New 
York, would be hampered 
over the weekend by storms 
brewing in the Caribbean. 
The storms could chum up 
wreckage still lying on the 
ocean floor and force search 
vessels back into port. 

Searchers have recovered 
more than half of the debris 
that stretched in a mile-and- 
a-haif-long i2.5 km) swath 
at sea. Of the 230 passen- 
gers and crew killed, the 
bodies of 211 have been 
recovered. 


.N. rights 
ody’s 

ffectiveness 




questioned 

again 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
effectiveness and indepen- 
dence of the United 
Nations Human Rights 
Sub-Commission were 
challenged by pressure 
groups again Saturday after 
a marathon session exam- 
ining a host of issues. 

.. Non-governmental 
. Organisations (NGO's) hit 
out at the alleged partiality 
of the 26 experts who 
examine cases and make 
recommendations to the 
Human Rights 

Commission, whose own 
resolutions are often based 
on political considerations. 

While propositions on 
Burundi and Rwanda 
passed with no problem, 
human rights violations in 
world political hot-spots 
saw bitter verbal battles 
between NGO's represent- 
ed and delegates from the 
various countries under 
fire. 

A resolution critical of 
Turkey failed to find a 
majority despite the unusu- 
al support of British expert 
Claire Pulley, who is also 
an adviser to the Cypriot 
government. 

On the Middle East U S. 
expert David Weissbrodt 
demanded that the 
Palestinians be urged to 
respect human rights, while 
securing the deletion of all 
mention of Jewish settle- 
ments in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories. 

The Russian expert also 
nearly achieved the defeat 
of a resolution condemning 
the treatment of the 
Albanian population of the 
Yugoslav province of 
Kosovo. 

"It is usual for govern- 
ments to abstain from con- 
demning particular countries 
in the commission, which is 
a political forum, it is disap- 
pointing that the same thing 
should happen at the level of 

so-called independent 
*. \ peris." commented Sara 
Guillet of The International 
Human Rights Federation. 

In a *tJicmcni issued 
Friday a number of NGO's 
said it was lime to campaign 
for a sub-commission of gen- 
uinely independent figures 
with a universal vision of 
human rights. 

They said that the resolu- 
tions were adopted after last- 
minute manoeuvres by 
implicated governments, 
v. hile NGO's had their allot- 
ted ^peaking time cut on the 
pretext that the U.N. was 
sli<»n of money. 

Session Chairman Bjorn 
Hide of Norway admitted 
that the sub-cominission's 
working methods ihw’uld be 
revised. He said it should 
concentrate on particular 
issues rather than countries. 



Divers from a salvage ship make an ill-fated attempt to pull up a section of the hull of 
the Titanic, late August 29. The recovery expedition to recover the Titanic's hull, over- 
whelmed by equipment problems and mechanical failures, was abandoned August 
30, a spokesman said (Reuters photo) 


Titanic recovery efforts abandoned 


NEW YORK <R) — An 
expedition seeking to recov- 
er the hull of the liner 
Titanic from the ocean floor 
abandoned its attempt 
Friday, its mission over- 
whelmed by equipment 
problems and mechanical 
failure, a spokeswoman 
said. 

A 20-tonne piece of the 
Titanic's steel hull, which 
had been attached by cables 
to a recovery ship off the 
coast of Newfoundland. 
Canada, fell back to the bot- 
tom of the sea. said Erin 
Purcell of Boston-based 
Reagan Communications 
that represents two of the 
ships used in the expedition. 

The piece of hull, lifted 
from (he Atlantic Ocean 
floor by means of several 
diesel-filled bags, had been 
stuck about 6f) metres 
below the water's surface 
before it fell, she said. 
Diesel was used because it 
is lighter than water. 

The hull fell as recovery 
crew s were trying to haul it 
into more shallow water. 
Several of the bags burst 
and cables snjpped. Ms. 
Purcell stud. 

The steel-hulled Titanic, 
thought to be unsinkable. 
struck an iceberg on April 
14, 1912. and sank, killing 
1.523 of the 2.200 passen- 
gers and crew on board. The 
wreckage, in water mure 
than three kilometres Jeep. 


was located in the North 
Atlantic Ocean in I9S5. 

The expedition had tried 
unsuccessfully several 
times this vveek to retrieve 
the hull but technical hitch- 
es and equipment problems 
caused persistent delays. 
Expedition members did 
manage to attach a beacon 
to the debris that will emit a 
locator signal for two years. 
Ms. Purcell said. 

Sonic I.70U passengers 
including three survivors of 
the Titanic's doomed trans- 
Atlantic maiden cruise who 
accompanied the recovery 
mission returned to port 
Thursday, she said. 

Original plans had called 
for tile piece of hull to be 
laken to Boston Saturday 
and to New York Sunday. 
New York-based RMS 
Titanic Inc., which spon- 
sored the projcci and holds 
the rights to the debris, had 
hoped to use the hull as the 
centrepiece of an exhibition 
next spring. 

The U.sT-based Discovery 
Channel was planning a 
documentary about the 
recovery mission, while 
NBC Television Network 
and Britain's Channel 4 
were planning to release 
independent productions 
about the Titanic. 

The recovery effort did 
have its share of critics 
among historians and scien- 
tists. "Why destroy a 


grave?" asked Karen 
Kamuda. vice-president of 
the Titanic Historical 
Society based in Indian 
Orchard. Massachusetts, 
this week. “It's gross. 

"You wouldn't sell tickets 
to a cruise to see the wreck- 
age of TWA Flight SOO." 
she said of the plane that 
crashed in July and killed 
230 people off the New 
York coast. "Why does it all 
of a sudden become okay 
after a couple of genera- 
tions?" 

The Historical Society, 
with 5.000 members world- 
wide. also disputes the his- 
torical importance of the 
findings. "We're not talking 
about Egyptian or Mayan 
culture. We're talking about 
manufactured. 20th-century 
objects. What do we learn?” 
Ms. Kamuda said. 

Bui Robcn Hessler. a pro- 
fessor of biological 
oceanography at San Diego- 
hased Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, said, "The 
Titanic played such a vivid 
role in our memories. The 
objects will remind us of 
tilings we've forgotten, dif- 
ferences in how ships are 
built and differences in 
lifestvle." 


Republican U.S. presidential nominee Bob Dole (right) and running mate Jack Kemp 
point to supporters in the crowd at a rally at the Orange County Fairgrounds in t-osta 
Mesa. Dole is campaigning in California and New Mexico on_the heels of President 
Clinton's nomination as his official opponent in the November 5 presidential elections 
(Reuters photo) 


Dole pushes tax cuts in 
Republican stronghold 


COSTA MESA. California (R) — 

Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole, 
campaigning in the party' stronghold of 
Orange County, said Friday tax cuts were 
the best way to help taxpayers and boost the 
economy. 

"Our plan starts with a tax cut. 15 per 
cent. 15 per cent." Sen. Dole said. "This is 
a pro-growth, pro-family programme." he 
told an audience of several thousand at the 
Orange County fairgrounds under a blister- 
ing sun. 

“I hope you've all brought your sun 
screen” a tanned Dole said. "“We’ve had a 
smoke screen in Washington.” he added, 
referring to the policies of President Bill 
Clinton. 

Sen. Dole also derided as late Clinton’s 
proposal to allow home owners to avoid 
paying taxes on up to S500.000 in capital 
gains "when they sell their homes. And he 
said it was possible to cut taxes and balance 
the budget, a claim the Clinton campaign 
has derided as unrealistic. 

While Sen. Dole hammered away at the 
policies of the Clinton administration, he 
was silent about the resignation of top 
Clinton strategist Dick Morris. 

Sen. Dole has been on vacation in south- 
ern California but has made some campaign 
appearances. California has 54 electoral 
votes, one firth of the votes needed to win 
the presidency, and so far Mr. Clinton is 
leading in the state. Sen. Dole maintains he 
is not giving up on California. 


Sen. Dole also hammered away at liberal 
judees and illegal drugs, promising a "real 
war on drugs" ff elected. He appeared with 
his running mate, former Representative 
Jack Kemp, who told the mostly white audi- 
ence that Abraham Lincoln, the civil war 
president who ended slavery'- was the role 
model for both Sen. Dole and himself. 

Earlier in the week. Mr. Kemp cam- 
paigned for the black vote in South Central 
Los Angeles, flashpoint of the 1992 Los 
Angeles" riots. He told the Orange County 
audience about his visit and said a Dole 
presidency would “deliver the hope of 
jobs." 

The Dole campaign Friday also urged the 
Clinton campaign "to sit down next week 
with Sen. Dole’s aides to work out details 
for upcoming presidential and vice presi- 
dential debates. 

“This gives us plenty of lead time to start 
and of course it's going to take the Clinton 
campaign quite some lime to do this. They 
have a bigger challenge than we do. They 
have to explain how Bill Clinton's been on 
two sides of so many issues.” said Sen. 
Dole's Press Secretary Nelson Warfield. 

Sen. Dole told reporters as he was leaving 
his hotel in Irvine. California, that he still 
had not read Mr. Clinton's Thursday night 
acceptance speech at the Democratic con- 
vention. 

“Haven't read it yet. Of course 1 didn't get 
to see it. We were in the air t traveling)." 
Sen. Dole said. 


California 

assembly 


approves 

‘chemical 

castration’ 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
California's legislature 
passed a controversial bill 
Friday that would make the 
state the first in the United 
States to require repeat 
child molesters to undergo 
“chemical castration." 

The State Assembly- 
voted 51-8 for the bill, 
which had already easily 
passed the State Senate, it 
now goes to California 
Gov. Pete Wilson, a 
Republican, who has said 
he will sign it. 

The bill's author. 
Republican Assemblyman 
Bill Hoge of Pasadena, 
expressed delight over the 
passage of the bill, which 
he said had received signif- 
icant bipartisan support. 

“Child molestations are 
going to go down, and they 
are going to go down dra- 
matically. because of this 
legislation.” he said after 
the vote. 

Mr. Hoge predicted 
California would set a 
trend and other states 
would soon adopt similar 
legislation. He said 
Californians were outraged 
by the “horrible, heinous 
crime" of child molestation 
and wanted something 
done about it. 

Mr. Wilson's spokesman. 
Sean Walsh, said the gover- 
nor would sign the bill. “If 
it helps save one child, it’s 
worth the effort.” he said. 

Under the legislation, an 
offender convicted twice of 
molesting a child would, 
after his release, receive 
regular injections of a drug 
lo reduce his sex drive 
unless he agreed to surgical 
castration. 


Chun, Roh appeal 
sentences in South Korea 


SEOUL (R) — Former South Korean President Chun Doo 
Hwan Saturday appealed against his death sentence, end- 
ing days of speculation about whether he was prepared to 
go meekly to the gallows. 

Mr. Chun, who was sentenced Monday, was convicted of 
leading a 1979 putsch and then ordering troop*, to crush 
democratic resistance in the southern city of Kwangju in a 
1980 massacre. 

His successor. Roh Tae-Woo. appealed against hi* 22-1/2 
year jail term for playing a secondary role in the coup and 
Kwangju killings. 

Both men were convicted of amassing vast fortunes by 
soliciting bribes from business tycoons. 

“I decided to appeal because it is the duty of former pres- 
idents to reveal the truth." Mr. Chun was quoted by his 
lawyer. Chun Sung-Suk. as saving, according to a report by 
the domestic Yonhap News Agency. 

Court officials declined to give details about the grounds 
for appeal. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh had seven days to challenge the 
court's verdicts, but media reports at one point quoted Mr. 
Chun's lawyers as saying he may not bother. 

Appeals could drag on for up to eight months if the two 
former generals fight all the way to the Supreme Court. 
Many Koreans believe that regardless of the result, current 
President Kim Young-Sani is likely to pardon Mr. Chun 
and Mr. Roh before he steps down at the end of next year. 

The judges indicated at sentencing that they had treated 
Mr. Roh leniently because of his role in leading South 
Korea out of three decades of authoritarian rule "towards 
democracy. 

The one-time military academy classmates defended 
their grab for power as necessary to restore order and avert 
possible North Korean military adventures following the 
assassination of President Park Chuns-Hee. 

More than a score of former presidential aides and ex- 
generaJs were sentenced with Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh along 
with nine leading businessmen convicted of offering 
bribes. 

South Koreans hailed the convictions uf Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh as evidence of how far the country has marched 
towards democracy since the days when military-backed 
strongmen occupied the presidential Blue House." 

Critics — including Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh — accuse 
President Kim of waging a personal vendetta to boost his 
sagging popularity. 

Mr. Kim inherited the political machine built up by his 
two predecessors, and his rise to the presidenev came only 
after he joined forces with Mr. Roh's supporters. 

At one point. Mr. Kim said the actions of Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh should be judged by history. 

Offering a pardon would be a grave decision for Mr. Kim. 
who needs to hold on to the political supporters of Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh in their home provinces, but must be 
seen to be upholding justice and protecting the memorv of 
the Kwangju victims. 

About 200 people were killed, by official count, when 
battle-hardened paratroope rs storm ed Kwangju to put 
down a citizen's revolt su.- " 1 ' 


Italian police 
caution soap-sud 
strippers ^ 


BOLOGNA- Italy (R) — 
Italian police said they had 
cautioned ihree men who 
stripped off in a launderette 
in the northern city of Bo- 
lotina to wait — one to- 
tally naked — while their 
clothes were being washed.. 
The owner of the laun- 
derette. who had put up a 
sign after an earlier inci- 
dent asking customers not 
to strip, called the police 
when the two Algerians 
and one North African- 
bom Frenchman, all in 
their 20s. undressed. One 
took off all his clothes, 
another kept on just his 
shoes and the third his 
shoes and underwear. A 
police spokesman said the 
clothes were hastily dried 
and the men taken to the 
police station and cau- 
tioned for acts against pub- 
lic decency before being 
released. 


U.S. court rules 
killer better parent 
than lesbian 


TALLAHASSEE, tforida 
(R) — A Florida court 
ruled that a convicted mur- 
derer was a better potential 
parent for his 12-year-old 
daughter than her lesbian 
mother. The Florida First 
District Court of Appeals 
upheld a trial court ruling 
in 1995 that removed Cas- 
sie Ward from the home of 
her mother, Mary Ward, 
and her lesbian partner and 
placing her in the home of 
John Ward, her father, who 
was convicted 22 years ago 
of murdering his first wife. 
Mary Ward had appealed 
the ruling saying Pensacola 
Trial Judge Joseph Tarbuek 
had removed her daughter 
solely because of her les- 
bian relationship. But John 
Ward countered that Cassie 
had exhibited inappropriate 
behaviour including poor 
hygiene, bad table manners 
and a preference for men's 
cologne, which warranted 
the change in custody. 


Nigerian thieves 
hire police truck to 
carry loot 


LAGOS tR) — A gang of 
thieves in eastern Nigeria 
paid a police corporal to 
carry off eight air condi- 
tioners they had just stolen, 
the National News Agency 
reported. "Little did I know 
I was dealing with rob- 
bers." the News Agency of 
Nigeria quoted the un- 
named corporal as saying. 
He admitted to having been 
paid 3.000 naira ($37.50) 
for his services in trans- 
porting the loot valued at 
300.000 naira t S3, 7 50). Po- 
lice in the town of Uyo said 
the corporal had been ar- 
rested. while the air condi- 
tioners had been returned 
to their rishtful owner. 


Sterilisation 
proposal sparks 
outcry in Colombia 


BOGOTA <R) — A Co- 
lombian official s proposal 
that prostitutes be forcibly 
prevented from having 
children sparked an outcry 
this week, with Bogota 
Mayor Antanas Mockus 
the latest public figure to 
protest the idea. "We all 
know that there are too ma- 
ny sons of bitches in the 
country, but they're not 
sons of whores,” Mr. Mo- 
ckus said. “I'm sure that 
there are many prostitutes 
who can raise children bet- 
ter than I can." he added. 


Thirsty jaguar 
procures water for 
Bulgarian zoo 


SOFIA tR) — Victor the 
parrot kept shrieking “vo- 
da. voda" — "water, wa- 
ter". But it was the con- 
stant. fearsome roaring of 
Michael the jaguar that got 
water supplies to the Do- 
brieh Zoo turned on again 
after a thirsty week foM30 
animals, the Sofia newspa- 
per Troud reported, A bro- 
ken pipe clocked up a huge 
bill which the northern 
Bulgarian town's zoo could 
not pay, the paper said. The 
state-owned water compa- 
ny cut off supplies and was 
deaf to all pleas until 
Michael began to roar. 
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World News 

Cambodian government sends 
arms to Khmer Rouge defectors 


Jordan limes, Sunday, September 1, 1996 


CHUP KOJQ, Cambodia ( Agencies ) The 

Cambodian government has sent weapons 
and ammunition to a renegade Khmer 
Rouge faction under threat of attack from 
forces loyal to the central leadership, mili- 
tary officials said Saturday. 

Troops are also on standby to help the 
rebels, supporters of breakaway Khmer 
Rouge leader leng Sary, if they are attacked 
by a 200-strong force of hardline guerrillas 
believed to be approaching the base in Chup 
Koki in Odar Meanchey province, they 
said. / 

Phnom Penh Anny Division 9 has been 
ordered to send 400 soldiers based in 
Samrong, to the southeast, to assist the 
rebels if necessary. 

The delivery of B-4Q rockets, antiperson- 
nel land mines, an 80mm mortar and other 
weapons to Chup Koki village was wit- 
nessed late Friday by an AFP reporter. 

Chup Koki is one base of the breakaway 
Khmer Rouge Division 519 just five hun- 
dred metres from the Thai border in north- 
west Cambodia. The division is a key part 
of the force led by leng Sary, the former 
Khmer Rouge number two who has signed 
a peace pact with the government. 

The assistance provided by Phnom Penh, 
which included food, was the first direct 
military aid to the renegade faction since it 
split with the hardliners in mid- August. 

“We have given them this ammunition so 
they can protect themselves if they are 
attacked by the hardliners,” said army 
Deputy Chief of Staff Nhek Bun Chhay. 
whose troops last year pounded the frontier 
outpost with heavy artillery fire. 

Division 519 Deputy Commander Long 
Them said he and his 300 men were grate- 
ful for the support 

“We have to do everything possible to 
protect our people because we believe we 
are going to be attacked,” he said, adding 
that about 1,000 civilians also lived in his 
area. 


The commander of Phnom Penh Division 
9, General Khin Enyean, said his troops had 
orders to take part in any counterattack the 
renegades might be forced to make. 

“So far, there has been no fighting. But 
the Khmer Rouge of Division 519 and ray 
men will cooperate to counter any attack by 
the hardliners,” Khin Enyean said. 

“We will keep watching this situation 
closely and help as much as we can.” 

The food, weapons and ammunition — 
150 B-40 rocket heads, the mortar, at least 
two crates of landmines, and several large 
crates of assault rifle ammunition — were 
delivered by helicopter to Chup Koki from 
government outposts in Sisiphon and 
Samrong, an AFP reporter said. 

On their arrival in Chup Koki the guerril- 
las eagerly distributed them and sent them 
to the perimeters of their area of control. 

Meanwhile Cambodia's Co-Prime 
Minister' Hun Sen said Saturday that dissi- 
dent Khmer Rouge guerrillas would have to 
hand over their territory before they could 
set up a political party. 

Hun Sen's remarks reflected a toughening 
in the government's position towards the 
breakaway guerrillas, who have been nego- 
tiating peace with the government in 
Cambodia's northwest provinces of 
Battambang and Banteay Meanchey. ana- 
lysts said. 

“The constitution says Cambodia cannot 
be divided... The goverrlment cannot negoti- 
ate with other political or military organisa- 
tions that bold territory.” he said in a speech 
to mark the opening of a market in this 
northwest city. 

“Anyone can set up an t political) organi- 
sation or association after their territory is 
put under the control of the government and 
they must obey, the constitution and law of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia,” added Mr. Hun 
Sen, who is co-prime minister along with 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh. 
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Mexico’s 

Zedillo 

pledges 

to hunt 

down 

guerrillas 

TIXTLA, Mexico (R) — 
Mexican President Ernesto 
Zedillo pledged Friday to 
hunt down a new guerrilla 
group following a series of 
deadly rebel attacks across 
the country earlier this 
week. 

Amid unconfirmed 
reports of a fresh ambush 
on the Mexican army by 
armed men in western 
Michoacan state, Mr. 
Zedillo branded rebels of 
the self-styled Popular 
Revolutionary Army 
(EPR) as criminals and 
vowed to bring them to jus- 
tice. 

-Who has given them the 
right to try to take power 
by force? Thar is definitely 
not acceptable it cannot be 
tolerated ... The state, act- 
ing within the law, will use 
every available means to 
bring these people to jus- 
tice,” Mr. Zedillo said in an 
interview with television 
network TV Azteca. 

Hundreds of masked 
rebels launched surprise 
attacks on military and 
police posts in the central 
and southern states of 
Mexico, Guerrero and 
Oaxaca on the night of 
Aug. 2S, killing at least 14 
people and wounding 20 
others. 

On Friday. Mexican 
media repons said one sol- 
dier was killed and two 
others were wounded after 
a group of 40 to 50 men 
carrying AK47 assault 
rifles attacked a military 
convoy near the town of 
Tacambaro, about 80 kilo- 
metres south of the 
Michoacan state capital of 
Morelia. 

Although the group wore 
military-style fatigues sim- 
ilar to those worn by 
rebels, it was not clear if 
the attack was linked to the 
EPR. Michoacan state 
spokesman Jaime Lopez 
told Televisa Network offi- 
cials suspected the armed 
croup was linked to drug 
trafficking and were not 
cuerriHas. 

- During the 'e> e ']« d 

interview, Mr. Zed, Ho 

promised he would not 

allow security *o r, - es 10 
commit human nghts abus- 
es, in their chase of the 

rebels* 



A Mexico City judicial policeman runs up a (light of 
steps during a raid on a property in Mexico City during 
which two people were arrested. It is suspected that the 
raid was part of the nationwide crackdown on the EPR 
(Popular Revolutionary Army) which two nights ago 
attacked military and police installations in six different 
locations (Reuters photo) 

“I have taken the deci- 
sion that everything done 
to prosecute these crimi- 
nals must be done within 
the law — without violat- 
ing individual rights ... and 
cautiously abiding by judi- 
cial procedure,” he said. 

The rebel group, which 
officials admitted had a 
presence in at least eight 
Mexican states, called for a 
popular revolt against the 
government in a statement 
published Friday by a local 
newspaper. 

But Mr. Zedillo, due to 
give bis second stare of the 
union address Sunday, said 
the group bad little popular' 
support and was trying to 
prompt the government 
into a repressive counter- 
insurgency that might gain 
the rebels’ local support. 

“We will not give them 
that pleasure,” he said. 

Mr. Zedillo was criticised 
in local newspapers Friday 
for not having taken the 
rebels’ seriously after they 
first appeared two months 
ago. Mr. Zedillo’s Interior 
Minister Emilio Chuayffet 
called the ^ group a 
“Pantomime.” 

But the president defend- 
ed Mr. Chuayffet Friday, 
saving the group was 
indeed a “Pantomime” 
because they were crying to 
convince the public they 
represented a legitimate 
social movement. "They 
have no social cause their 
cause is violence,” Mr. 

Zedillo said. 

The White House Friday 
strongly condemned the 
rebel violence, but die 


State Department said it 
saw no threat to Mexican 
political or economic sta- 
bility. 

“We condemn the violent 
actions of what appears to 
be a very ruthless, small, 
armed organisation of 
obscure groups dedicated 
to the overthrow of the 
Mexican government,” 
White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry told 
reporters travelling with 
President Bill Clinton on a 
campaign trip in Missouri. 

State Department 

spokesman Glyn Davies, 
praising Mexico's econom- 
ic performance since the 
December 1994 peso cri- 
sis, added: “It's important 
to underscore that the 
United States does not con- 
sider these actions threat- 
ening to Mexican political 
or economic stability.” 

Nervous investors, 
attracted by higher U.S. 
interest rates and worried 
about political risk in 
Mexico, bailed oar of 
Mexican stocks and drove 
the peso slightly weaker 
Friday. 

Mexican officials told 
reporters the government 
had stepped up security 
measures across the coun- 
try ' 

“Security measures have 
been reinforced in die 
strategic installations of 
the country." said Deputy 
Interior Minister Arturo 
Nunez, listing oil and gas 
installations, telecommuni- 
cations facilities and roads. 


Thatcher said 
ready 
to leave 
Conservative 
Party 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Margaret Thatcher, who 
served as British premier 
for 15 years, is rumoured 
to be about to leave the 
Conservative Party and 
support the anti-European 
Referendum Party in the 
next general election, the 
Guardian reported 

Saturday. 

The left-leaning daily 
said the rumours were 
being promoted by some 
supporters of the 
Referendum Party who 
believe Lady Thatcher’s 
disenchantment with Prime 
Minister John Major’s 
policies on Europe has 
reached the point where 
she is contemplating leav- 
ing the Tories. 

The Referendum Party, 
formed by Anglo-French 
billionaire James 

Goldsmith, has threatened 
to put up candidates 
against Conservatives who 
do not back a national ref- 
erendum on Britain's con- 
tinued membership of the 
European Union. 

The current Conservative 
government, bitterly divid- 
ed over Europe, has 
pledged to hold a referen- 
dum on a common curren- 
cy if, following die next 
general election, it should 
opt to join the scheme, 
scheduled for 1999. 

But it has said it does not 
favour of holding a refer- 
endum on Britain’s role in 
the EU, which Mr. 
Goldsmith’s party is seek- 
ing. 

The next general election 
must be held by May of 
next year. 

According to opinion 
polls, 1 • Mr. Goldsmith's 
party would gain between 
six per cent and 14 per cent 
of the vote, enough to 
ensure a Tory defeat in 
many seats in favour of the 
Labour opposition. 

Lady Thatcher’s private 
office Friday offered do 
comment on the rumours 
reported in the Guardian. 

But the paper noted that 
the former premier has let 
it be known that she will 
not campaign for anti-ref- 
erendum Tories in the elec- 
tion. 


Russian-rebel talks agree to 
decide Chechenya status in 2001 


KHASAVYURT, Russia 
(AFP) — Russian national 
security chief Alexander 
Lebed' and Chechen rebel 
military Commander Aslan 
,Maskhadov agreed Satur- 
day to halt the war in Che- 
chenya. but to delay a deci- 
sion on the republic’s politi- 
cal status until Dec. 31. 
2001. 

“Then we will decide qui- 
etly. wisely and in a civi- 
lised way.” Gen. Lebed told 
reporters after seven and a 
half hours of talks with Mr. 
Maskhadov in this town in 
the southern Russian Re- 
public of Dagestan. 

Gen. Lebed also said; “We 
are stopping the war and we 
are withdrawing the (Rus- 
sian) army.” 

The Chechen and Russian 
delegations, and a represen- 1 
tative of the Organisation 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE), 
signed a joint declaration 
outlining principles for a 
political settlement to the 
20-month war in the north 
Caucasus republic. 

The declaration said nego- 
tiators should take “the uni- 
versally-accepted rights of 
peoples to self-determina- 
tion, the principles of equal 
rights, as tiie starting- 
point.” 

It did not spell out how 
the status question would 
eventually be decided, but 
Chechenya would apparent- 
ly remain within the Rus- 
sian Federation during the 
five-year interim period. 

The declaration also failed 
to define when there would 
be future elections or who 
will govern Chechenya until 
the end of 2001. 

The war began in Decem- 
ber 1994 with a Russian 
invasion to quell Chechen 
aspirations for indepen- 
dence from Moscow and 
has killed an estimated 
40,000 people. 

Chechen - rebel leaders 
indicated recently that they 
were ready to compromise, 
such as temporarily shelv- 
ing the status question, in 
Older to end the bloodshed. 

.The declaration stipulated 
that “legislation of Che- 
chenya must be written so 
as to preserve human rights, 
the right of people to self- 
determination and to enable 
the people to make their 
will known.” 

The legislation was to be 
ready by Dec. 31, 2001. But 
it was not stated what body 
will create the legislation. 



Russia’s peace envoy Alexander Lebed (right) sits with rebel chief-of-staff Aslan 
Maskhadov August 31. Lebed declared the 20-month Chechen conflict over on 
Saturday After be and rebel leaders agreed steps to bring lasting peace in the break- 
away region (Reuters photo) 


or whether “self-determina- 
tion” would be expressed 
through a referendum or 
some other method. 

The joint statement also 
ordered the setting up of a 
commission, comprised of 
Chechen Republic and Rus- 
sian Federation officials, by 
Oct. 1 this year. 

Among its tasks will be to 
present the Russian govern- 
ment with a plan for recon- 
struction of war-shattered 
Chechenya and to “control 
the implementation” of 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's June 25 decree on 
a partial withdrawal of 
troops from the republic by 
Sept. 1. 

The declaration said both 
sides must “aspire to create 
the mutually acceptable 
conditions for a political 
settlement of the armed 
conflict, the recognition of 
tiie inadmissibility of use, 
or threat of armed force for 
the solution of disputed 
questions.” 

The settlement should 
have “the starting point of 
universally accepted rights 
of peoples to self-determi- 
nation. the principles of 
equal rights,” the declara- 
tion said. 

It also called for an end to 
“acts of force in regards to 
political opponents,” appar- 
ently referring to what 
many have predicted will be 
a major score-settling 
between the rebels and 


ChecheD officials who have 
worked for the Russians. 

“On the basis of this, the 
future negotiating process 
will be built,” the declara- 
tion said. 

Although it remained un- 
clear exactly bow the settle- 
ment plan would be imple- 
mented. it was a landmark 
agreement in that it declared 
the bitter fighting officially 
over and addressed tee 
thorny status question, the 
root of tiie entire war. 

The Chechens, who had 
always insisted on immedi- 
ate and full independence, 
clearly compromised. But 
the Russian side, which 
until now has sought to 
wipe out the separatist guer- 
rilla army, also gave way. 

On Friday, Gen. Lebed 
had suggested a 10-year 
wait before the status ques- 
tion could be addressed. 

Geii. Lebed still faces se- 
rious - opposition to his 
peace mission in Moscow 
from political rivals. 

On Thursday, Prime Mi- 
nister Viktor Chernomyr- 
din, thought to be a rival of 
Gen. Lebed’s to succeed 
Mr Yeltsin in tee 2000 pres- 
idential elections, chaired a 
top-level meeting which 
decided teat Gen. Lebed's 
political plan needed “seri- 
ous improvement” 

However, on Friday, Mr. 
Chernomyrdin appeared to 
change tune, saying tee 
Lebed plan “was coordinat- 


ed” with Mr. Yeltsin him- 
self. 

Mr. Yeltsin, tee ultimate 
aibitrer. has only given 
lukewarm fracking. 

. Commander Maskhadov, 
the rebel militaiy chief of 
staff, praised Gen. Lebed, 
saying “this war could have 
been ended before, but there 
was a lack of will. Finally 
we found someone who 
wanted to end tee war.” 

“I can say to the soldiers’ 
mothers that their sons are 
not dying,” he added. 

Gen. Lebed said that ag- 
reements reached with 
Commander Maskhadov 
had “shown that we are cre- 
dible. Everything we have 
decided so far has been 
done.” 

Gen. Lebed left Dagestan 
for Moscow early Saturday 
after signing the landmark 
peace accord, ITAR-TASS 
news'agffi^ reported 1 , f. 

Gen. L^bed said he hoped 
to brief ' President'*^Boris 
Yeltsin soon on the results 
of his talks with Comman- 
der Maskhadov in Khasav- 
yurt. 

Gen. Lebed said Prime 
Minister Chernomyrdin was 
due to chair a top-level 
briefing on the peace accord 
in Moscow Monday, which 
would be attended by sever- 
al ministers, department 
chiefs and officials from 
Mr. Yeltsin's legal depart- 
ment 


New Russian fighter plane 
buoys hopes for Moscow 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A new Russian 
fighter ’said to be capable of amazing feats 
of agility goes on show next week, and with 
it rides Moscow’s ambitions to be a major 
player again in tee international aims mar- 
ket 

The Sukhoi SU-37 is expected to be tee 
star attraction at Britain's Faraborough Air 
Show SepL 2-8, where throngs of potential 
buyers will get their first look at a fighter 
that tee Russians say will revolutionise air- . 
to- air combat 

The secret is a technology called thrust 
vector control. .The aircraft's two powerful* 
engines are fitted with nozzles teat can be 
moved hydraulically, steering the multi-role 
fighter into improbably sharp turns and 
steep angles of attack. 

A fighter with thrust vector control can 
outmanoeuvre any other in a dog fight 
according to the Russians. The SU-37 will 
be the only supersonic fighter in the world 
with the system — although Britain's sub- 
sonic Harrier jump jet pioneered it — until 
tee U.S. F-22 is fielded in 2004. None of the 
new European fighters offers the- capability. 

“These are the new. planes of tee new 
Russia.” said Ariel Cohen, an expert on the 
Russian military at tee Heritage 
Foundation. 

“They’re breaking through the veil of 
secrecy teat enshrined this highly presti- 
gious sector of the Russian defence industry 
during the Soviet era. We’ll see more and 
more of the Russian systems," he said. 

Almost as surprising as tee SU-37’s tech- 
nology is teat it may be sold abroad before 
the Russian military gets it 

Russia has little choice, according to ana- 
lysts here. To survive, its proud 80-year-old 
aeronautics industry — like other Russian 
defence industries — must sell to foreign 
countries and find new clients with hard 
currency. 

In fact, tee development of tee SU-37 
reportedly was financed by Sukhoi, with lit- 
tle official backing, through sales of SU-27s 
to Vietnam and China. 

Even though the single-seat fighter has 
not yet been* ordered by the Russian mili- 
tary, Sukhoi will be offering tee SU-37 for 


export, an unusual step for the Russians but 
one that is not uncommon among European 
arms makers seeking to keep production 
lines open. 

Aviation Week and Science Technology, 
tee leading aeronautics weekly, reported 
that Sukhoi, which aims to become one of 
the top three exporters of combat aircraft in 
the world, developed the fighter with tee 
Asian market in mind. 

Price should be an added incentive. The 
Russians are known for selling military 
hardware at prices well below those of com- 
parable Western systems. 

There are some signs Russia's marketing 
efforts are paying off. 

It landed $6 billion in weapons contracts 
with developing countries last year, over- 
taking the United States and France for tee 
first time since the end of tee cold war. 

Sales to China, a onetime ideological 
rival, to India, a longtime client, and to Iran 
accounted for the surge, say U.S. experts, 
who are skeptical that tee Russians can sus- 
tain the lead. 

“They sold some MiG-29s to Malaysia’ 
and armoured personnel carriers to tee 
UAE, but by and large it tends to be to those 
countries that nobody else would sell to,” 
said Joel Johnson, international vice presi- 
dent for the Washington-based Aerosapce 
Industries Association. 

“You have not seen major inroads in 
countries that can pay cash and are accept- 
able to other countries,” he said. 

China, which has bought 50 SU-27s and a 
production license, will continue to be a fer- 
tile market as Beijing modernises its anti- 
quated air force. 

But it’s a “Faustian bargain,” said Richard 
Grimmit, who documented tee surge in 
Russian arms sales for the U.S. Congress. 

As former Soviet clients, China is a good 
match for Russian weapon systems, he said. 
But Russian licensing agreements may 
make Beijing a competitor in tee Asian 
aims market And as a onetime adversary of 
Russia with a long common border, China 
is far from the ideal client 


U.S presses Canada on 
Cuba; Ottawa feels threat 


OTTAWA (R) — A special 
representative of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
insisted Friday he was not 
putting a gun to Canada's 
head on the thorny issue of 
ties with Cuba. 

But he said if Canada and 
other allies did not join U.S. 
efforts to promote democra- 
cy in. Cuba, Mr. Clinton 
might refuse to extend a 
waiver of a controversial 
U.S. law teat punishes for- 
eign firms for investing in 
Cuba. 

“There’s no threat. 
'There’s no gun to any- 
body's head,” Ambassador 
Stuart Eizensrat told a news 
conference before meeting 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy and Trade 
Minister Art EggletOn. 

He spoke instead of the 
“added advantage” of Mr. 
Clinton extending tee waiv- 
er if U.S. allies went along 
with the ideas he is promot- 
ing. 

“One of the factors the 
president will consider is 
the degree to which this 
new effort that we’re 
embarking on — of moving 
from a unilateral approach 
to a more concerted 
approach — is actually 
something countries are 
willing to engage in,” said 
Mr. Eizenstat who visited 
Mexico Thursday. 

The unstated implication 
was that if Canada and the 
others did not come on 
board, Mr. Clinton might 
not agree next January to 
extend a waiver on the Title 
111 provision of the hotly 
debated Helras-Burton Act. 

Tide HI would allow law- 
suits to be filed in U.S. 


courts against foreign firms 
teat own or operate proper- 
ties seized by the 
Communist government in 
Cuba from U. S. citizens or 
from Cubans that became 
Americans. 

Mr. Eggleton and Mr. 
Axworthy told reporters 
after meeting the envoy that 
they welcomed tee chance 
to talk and tee U.S. com- 
mitment to proceeding mul- 
tilaterally. But they also 
seemed to perceive a threat 
teat they thought should be 
removed. 

“This whole matter of 
Helms-Burton is keeping 
the sword dangling over our 
head,” Mr. Eggleton said. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion is pushing allies to do 
more to promote human 
rights and, if trade and aid 
must continue, to do it in 
ways that will help the 
Cuban people rather than 
tee Cuban government. 

“We're not say mg. join us 
in an embargo. We under- 
stand the reality. We're not 
naive,” Mr. Eizenstat said. 

“What we’re saying is, if 
you're going to tract and 
you’re going to invest, do it 
in ways teat help tee Cuban 
people. If you're going to 
channel assistance ro Cuba, 
channel it to tee indepen- 
dent sector rather than ro a 
government that’s going to 
siphon it off.” 

Asked if Canada would 
change anything as the 
result of the visit, Mr. 
Axworthy said, “no” — ■ 
pointing out continued gov- 
emment-to-govemment aid 
to Cuba — but teat Ottawa 
was always willing to listen 
to any good ideas. 
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Promising numbers 


AFTER A delay of one week, some 1,400.000 stu- 
dents went to school yesterday with great anticipa- 
tion that the new scholastic year will bring them 
and their parents new academic and practical expe- 
riences. More than 4.200 public and private schools 
opened^ their doors Saturday for these students, 
120.000 of them for the first time. This is a big 
national feat in itself since these large numbers tell 
a promising story about Jordan becoming more and 
more literate. To realise that one and half-a-miliion 
of us are between the age of seven and IS is also a 
sign that we are mostly a young people. These real- 
ities pose both new challenges and new dangers that 
call for greater reflection and action. 

This occasion should also remind us of the pressing 
need for reforms in our national educational sys- 
tem. Neither the style of teaching nor the quality or 
teachers and teaching methods have fundamentally 
changed to warrant the conviction that the country 
will truly enter u new era in educational, political, 
social and economic development. Lack of appro- 
priate funding for public schools in particular takes 
a heavy toil on the quality of education that they are 
able to offer. Indeed the crisis in Jordanian educa- 
tion goes beyond sufficient appropriations. Contem- 
porary methods of education do not depend on 
financial investment alone hut also on political and 
intellectual will to reform the way we prepare tbe 
generations for the 21st century. 

We also note that private schools which are better 
financially endowed are still encumbered by too 
many regulations that stifle their efforts to intro- 
duce modern education. Forcing private schools to 
religiously follow the state educational system 
deprives them the freedom to help modernise edu- 
. m cation irDjje country. The least that we expect from 
'-^bur authorities is to allow private schools, which 
shoulder a big responsibility in educating a large 
number of students who would otherwise have to be 
taught at the expense of the state, an opportunity 
to dev iate from sterile methods and tools of educa- 
tion at their own expense. Parents have the ultimate 
choice whether they would wish their sons and 
daughters to learn in a more traditional way by 
either selecting schools which would prefer to 
remain faithful to traditional education or send 
them to ones which arc more contemporary in their 
approach and methods. Parents must be allowed to 
exercise more freedom in this context. 

Meanwhile, we would like to remind the authori- 
ties that greater efforts need to be introduced in 
order to ensure the safety of children while going to 
or leaving schools. We believe that both the traffic 
department and school authorities should assist stu- 
dents. especially the very young, while crossing busy 
streets to and from schools. It is alarming to see 
young boys and girls trying to zigzag their way 
between fast moving cars in the early hours of the 
day and at the end of school hours. Why not assign 
traffic personnel all around schools for one hour in 
the morning and one hour in the afternoon for this 
purpose? This is a big challenge to our traffic 
authorities to make our children safer by making 
■'trect crossing for students more manageable. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES - 

\ WRITER I* t Al Ra’i accused Israeli leaders of amusing 
t!:em selves by humiliating the Palestinian people and their 
leader-, anti.: ,m incident in which die Israeli authorities 
force*! Palestine President Yasser Arafat's helicopter to fly over 
Tci V ". :• t -I? minutes before arriving at ns destination. 
Mimes K.i-V.j.' said ilt.ii the Palestinians still hold very strong 
r iper m iheir quest (•> regain their lands and they are ready 
any iniK- t*> react w ate the intifada a-gumst the Israeli forces to 
achieve that en.il. If four bombing incidents inside Israel 
broach: ah* Hit die downfall of th L * Lahaur-lcd government. 
.;i‘i 'titer spate of suicide bomhings could bring down the pre- 
-ent government which is led by arrogant leaders like 
Bcnv.imiu Nei.tny.ihu. -aid die writer. It is clear that the Israeli 
leader, by their deception and attempts to humiliate the Pales- 
tinian people through closing tlteir territories to starve them, 
arc provoking tile nu— c- into returning to the intifada as a 
i : lean- *•! re establishing their rights and forcing die Israelis in 
cfinpb with ilx.- requirement- of peaee. said the writer. "The 
«■! the fT.iv>.' ha- Kvn exploited by Israel which is 
> rug will .«n the Palestinian people w ho are not defeat - 

- : 'he i-r.v. ii indii.iry might and unless the Israelis ship die 

- -"lenient programme* and quit the occupied lands there can 
b : ri * .tli-cni-vh veto an* *ihcr intifada to address die situation, he 
vtieluJed. 
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A KITFR lor Al Humour criticised opposition political 
”is.*s in Jordan for lailjng t*» follow a strategy that would 
the government to take their views into consideration. 
lircc’U relernng to the Islamic Action Front pony w hich, he 
•1. i.itiul to onr.mi-c a march in Amman to protest the go\- 
::uctti s Jeiisjon to lilt the subsidies on animal feed and 
F.tkhn K.iwar -aid that this party has succumbed i*« the 
g-weninucisl's ban oil the nt-trch and accepted the go\em- 
uNm - d .vi -ii -ii without taking any practical step to protest it. 

1 -.! . e _ , o’-c:"".i.-n: had -iudied il- option- core Ii. illy an*l 

I •' ;.••.* if 1 . 1 fits da iMon on the 

: : iLvIiuug a- uuemioiis openly and finally 

.. , r:i>-.:si..;ag the new measures, said the writer. He -aid that the 
enin rau-t iu’-c -L've ruined that no opposition would 
loac ii ii ■ i lunge u - mind about the remodelling ol the -uhsi- 
Jic- and u,i- sure litat i.'te opposition to its decision will end 
up in thin air troni now. concluded the writer. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


South Jordan deserves a crash programme 
to alleviate poverty and unemployment 


SOME 400.000 citizens, or 10 per cent of the Jordanian 
people, live in the southern govemorates. Those who par- 
ticipated in the riots which took place in those gover- 
norates two weeks ago were, at the highest estimates, no 
more than 4.000. or one per cent of the population of the 
south. Those who urged or committed violence and dis- 
traction are less than 200 individuals, or 5 per cent of the 
demonstrators. This is the overall map of the recent dis- 
turbances of the southern part of the Kingdom. 

Therefore, the disturbances which look place on Friday. 
Aug. 16. do not fit as basis for drawing sweeping conclu- 
sions. There is no significant difference in the political 
mood or points of view between the south and other parts 
of lhe country. Jordan is a small country and one region. 
It does not help to make a distinction between the south 
and the north, or for the matter, between the centre and 
the east. All Jordanians are one people, comprised of cit- 
izens equal in rights and duties under the law. 

However, there are some facts which should be recog- 
nised and understood. The one tenth of the population of 
Jordan, meaning the people in the south, are spread over 
three quarters of the area of the whole Kingdom. In this 
large pan lies most, if not all. the real wealth and strate- 
gic resources of the country: Phosphate and potash, i.e. ail 
the natural resources are extracted from sites in the south. 


Aqaba, the Dead Sea. Petra and Wadi Rum, i.e.. all or 
most of the touristic attractions are in the south. It is in the 
south that Jordan has the only port which connects the 
country with high seas and the rest of the world. 

1 never heard a southern Jordanian demanding more 
rights than the rest of the Jordanians. The strategic 
resources mentioned above are concentrated in the south 
but are a * 030003 ] ownership. They belong to all Jordani- 
ans whether they are living close or further away from 
these sites. But it is the dury of the Jordanians, all Jorda- 
nians. to make sure that our brothers in the south are treat- 
ed fairly and are getting their fair share of the economic 
development. 

It is not enough that they are represented in the Lower 
and Upper Houses of Parliament by a number of deputies 
and senators in excess of their ratio to the w hole popula- 
tion. a privilege which raised objections from groups that 
lack understanding and sensitivity. What is called for is 
no less than the elimination of acute poverty in the south. 

It is true that many southerners have jobs in major com- 
panies like Jordan Phosphate Mines Company and Arab 
Potash Company, but it is sometimes observed that they 
are given minor jobs while most managers and engineers 
are brought from outside the region. 

Life in the south is admittedly difficult, therefore effi- 


cient teachers refrain from serving in the south, thus low- 
ering the standard of education and the ratio ot successful 
students, who cannot excel or compete on equal footing 
with the students of better schools in other parrs of the 
Kingdom. It is not enough to favour the students coming 
from the southern inferior schools in university admis- 
sion. a privilese which also raised objections by insensi- 
tive groups. The problem should be dealt with at roots, 
good teachers ' can be granted generous hardship 
allowances to attract them to the schools of the south. 

The south was always, and will continue to be. a strong 
base for the regime, it is the backbone of the Kingdom 
and its economy. Why shouldn t we direct a larger share 
of our resources to help develop the south according to a 
crash programme of say five years. 

The writer of this article originates from the north and 
lives in the centre, bur honestly believe that the .south 
should be given utmost priority in economic and social 
development. 

h is of no use to blame external influence, be it from 
Iraq. Saudi Arabia, or others. The environment conducive 
to violence stems from unemployment, poverty and dis- 
tress. 


Global middle class, 
global under-class 


By G wynne Dyer 

"A NEW vision of global 
solidarity is needed to match 
the push for globalisation.” 
wrote Richard Jolly, chief 
author of the United Nations 
Development Programme’s 
(UNDP) ‘Human Develop- 
ment Report 1996'. “With- 
out this vision and action, 
globalisation will become a 
monster.” 

*it' present trends contin- 
ue,” added James Gustave 
Speth. head of the UNDP, 
“economic disparities 
between industrial and 
developing nations will 
move from inequitable to 
inhuman.” Depending on 
how old you are. you have 
already been hearing this 
sort of alamiism for ten. 
twenty, even thirty years. 

Always the same pious 
tone, and always the same 
simple message. It’s always 
getting worse, the gulf 
between the world’s rich 
and the world’s poor is 
always widening, lhe lime 
for a last-ditch effort to 
reverse the trend is always 
now. 

This simple division of the 
world into rich and poor, the 
few barons and the many 
hungry serfs, was even true 
once. Back in the 60s and 
70s. the North was rich, the 
South was poor, and never 
the twain shall meet. A sim- 
ple. feudal vision of the 
world for a simpler time. 
But it isn't true now. 

What is actually happen- 
ing in the world now is akin 
to what happened in Europe 
at the end of the feudal era. 
A new class is emerging, a 
global middle class, and it 
will ultimately come to 
dominate global society 
both numerically and eco- 
nomically. 

With Brazil overtaking 


Canada this year to become 
the second- largest manufac- 
turer of cars in the Western 
hemisphere, and Malaysian- 
built cars starting to show up 
in European markets, you 
would think this develop- 
ment impossible to ignore. 
Think again. 

The UNDP report- pub- 
lished on July 16. w;ls an 
extended whine on familiar 
old themes. It depicted poor 
countries as the norm, and 
blamed their poverty on the 
rich ones. The assets of the 
world's 358 billionaires, we 
were told, exceed the com- 
bined annual incomes of 45 
per cent of the world’s peo- 
ple. In 70 countries/ almost 
all in the Third World, aver- 
age incomes are lower than 
they were in 1980: in 43 
countries, lower than in 
1970. 

Tree, in a select group of 
15 Third World countries, 
mostly in Asia, there has 
been phenomenal economic 
growth, but even this is sus- 
pect. China, for example, 
will have to create 200 mil- 
lion jobs over the next 10 
years to • provide employ- 
ment for its young and 
growing workforce. 

" And the UNDP report 
went on at some length 
about the ’five forms of 
undesirable growth’: jobless 
growth, ruthless growth 
where only the rich benefit.' 
anti -democratic voiceless 

growth. unsustainable 
T'titureless growth, and root- 
less growth with tramples 
on cultural identities. The 
world, in other words, is in a 
mess. 

A familiar litany, delivered 
in a familiar style, and most 
of the world’s media uncrit- 
ically reported it as fact. But 
it is simply not true. Worse, 
it is dangerously misleading. 
The report's authors were 


probably being manipula- 
tive rather than just plain 
ignorant, for it is their job to 
drum up sympathy and help 
for the world’s poor. It still 
serves their purposes to 
paint the world as a two- 
class society of rich north- 
erners and poor southerners, 
in order to play on the north- 
erners’ sense of guilt and 
shake some money loose for 
the world's truly poor coun- 
tries. 

But w*e cannot even begin 
to address the real develop- 
ment problems of the 90s if 
we persist in discussing 
them in the terms -of the 70s. 
So it’s useful to see just, how 
•: the*- UNDP’-re^ir.-nfisused 
statistics in order to. create 
its false picture of the world. 

The mere * 15 Third World 
countries, mostly in Asia', 
that are experiencing sus- 
tained high economic 
growth, just happen to 
include China. India and 
Indonesia. Those countries 
alone account for almost 
half the human race. But if 
you omit that key popula- 
tion fact wherever possible, 
you can make it sound like 
economic growth is a rare 
flower in the Third World. 

As for the ‘70 countries 
whose average income are 
lower than in 1980’. they 
were almost all either 
African countries (whose 
economic, social and politi- 
cal plight is well-known but 
virtually unique), or former 
Soviet-bloc countries going 
through a temporary col- 
lapse of income due to the 
economic transition from 
communism. 

The total population of 
those 70 countries was 1.5 
billion, which is certainly a 
lot of people living in pover- 
ty. But that same statistic 
tells us that average incomes 
are stable or crowing in the 


countries inhabited by the 
other three-quarters of the 
world's people. 

Other widely available 
statistics tell us with undeni- 
able clarity that a clear 
majority of the people in 
what used to be the Third 
World live in countries 
where average incomes are 
growing far more rapidly 
than in the developed coun- 
tries. 

It is true, as people in the 
aid business insistently 
point oul that the income 
gap between the top 20 per 
cent of the world’s popula- 
tion and the bottom 20 per 
cent has doubled since 1961. 
bii l' * that! U ' 'predominantly 
becau&f'of the African 1 dis- 
aster. The gap between the 
top 20 per cent and the mid- 
dle 60 per cent is closing, 
and closing remarkably fast. 

That is the reality for the 
global market: The relative- 
ly rapid emergence of a 
broad global middle class in 
Asia and Latin America, and 
the equally rapid emergence 
of a global underclass in 
most of Africa and much of 
the Middle East. 

This is not a pretty picture, 
and it is fraught with dan- 
gers for the future, for 
Africa and the Middle East 
are also the regions where 
democracy is weakest or 
simply absent, where the 
environment is most fragile, 
and where population 
growth is highest. 

But it js not the world the 
UNDP would have us 
believe in. And for ail its 
defects, it suggests a less 
appalling future than the ter- 
minal nuclear confrontation 
between a billion rich, 
beleaguered northerners and 
all the rest of humanity in a 
starving, desperate South 
that seemed such a plausible 
future to people in the 70s. 


LETTERS 


The Gypsies, politics and the Dead Sea 


To the Editor: 

I ATTENDED the wonderful and most enjoyable concert of 
"Chico ifc the Gypsies" held at lhe Dead Sea last Thursday 
night. I would like, however, to draw attention to two issues 
which have arisen as a result of statements made by the DJ. 
which marred the event. 

First of all. then: was the inappropriate and out-of-context 
statement "Shalom Yisruel” which lie made our of the blue 
that evening. The role of a DJ is lo entertain the audience and 
not to make insensitive and controversial political statements 
at an event such as Thursday night's, where for a change, 
attendees could escape the realities of living in a region 
charged with political turmoil. Should the urge to bring pol- 
itics into a non-political event be compelling". 1 believe that, 
in view of thecircumst.mccs. aery of*'SaJani Fi listin'’ should 1 
have been made instead, in solidarity with the one and a half 
million Palestinians living in the West Bank (also across the 
Dead Sea. which I presume was the linkage that spurred the 
statement 1 . and the one million living in Gaza who continue 
to suffer at the hands of the Israelis. Remembering the suf- 
fering of our brethren, particularly during the difficult period 
through which they were passing at the weekend, would have 
been fur more appropriate than greeting the Israelis. Perhaps 
a reminder here i> needed: Israel continues lo violate the 
peace agreement 1 * Mgned w ith the Palestinians, it is pressing 
ahead with ir- policy ol confiscating Palestinian land to 
make room lor Israeli xetilemenis (a slap in the face of the 
"land-for-pcaee” formula); it maintains iis unique form of 
collective punishment, nioM obviously manifested in the clo- 
sures which prevent Palestinians from earning their liveli- 
hood and seeking access to an integral pan of their home- 
land. Jerusalem: and Israel continues to humiliate its peace 


partner, the Palestinian people. 

The very statement “Peace Israel” becomes therefore total- 
ly nonsensical in light of the rise to power of a right-wing 
government whose actions belie the epithet expressed. And 
this is why the statement, which was repeated twice, showed 
complete insensitivity to our Palestinian brothers and sisters 
across the river, and to those Palestinians who have chosen 10 
make Jordan their home. 

Second. I would like to draw attention to another irrespon- 
sible statement the DJ made that evening in which he 
encouraged people to drink. To begin with, the audience 
consisted of a wide range of ages, many under the drinking 
age. In addition, there should have been more consideration 
taken of the fact that many of those present had a long, and 
potentially dangerous ride buck to .Amman late at night ahead 
of them, which should not be attempted while under the 
influence. Providing buses for transportation was responsi- 
ble. blit many cho.sc to take down their own cars. A word of 
caution about the dangers of drinking and driving would 
have gone down far better than drinks being promoted by the 
DJ. Also, inadvertently, the sad linkage between having fun 
and drinking was made. ;ls if the one were predicated on the 
other. 

! do hope that such concerts be held more frequently in Jor- 
dan. since pure entertainment is healthy and warranted in 
today’s world, especially ours. But for such concerts as last 
Thursday's to serve their true purpose, in our country or else- 
where. they must take place within a responsible, and hope- 
fully politics-free atmosphere. 

Farida Salfiti. 
E-mail; 1 '1)0264, 2767(s'compuser>e. com 

Amman 


Lebed still has to 
defend Chechenya 
deal at home 


By Oleg Shchedrov 

Renter 

MOSCOW — Russian 
peacemaker Alexander 
Lebed, who agreed with a 
top rebel negotiator on Sat- 
urday to end the Chechen 
war and defer the decision 
on the region’s future by 
five years, has still to 
defend his deal in Moscow. 

Political experts said that 
the breakthrough nature of 
the deal, struck by Lebed 
and rebel chief-of-staff 
Aslan'Maskhadov, exposed - 
it to attacks by potential 
opponents. 

“The deal is a break- 
through but it is far from 
clear how die Kremlin and 
the country will meet it.” 
said Alexander Konovalov, 
a leading expert in the 
USA and Canada Institute. 

Lebed and Maskhadov 
agreed that a decision on 
the future status of 
Chechenya — the heart of 
the conflict launched in 
December 1994 when 
Moscow sent troops to 
quell the region's indepen- 
dence drive — should be 
made by December 31. 
2001 . 

They signed a document 
saying that the problem 
should be solved "on the 
basis of international law 
and the nation's right of 
self-determination" Bui 
the document did not say 
whether Chechenya ’s 
secession would be negoti- 
ated among other options. 

The document also pro- 
vided for the creation of a 
joint commission which 
would monitor Russian 
troop withdrawals from 
Chechenya anil coordinate 
financial relations with 
Russia, post - war recon - 
st ruction and humanitarian 
aid. 

“The deferral of u deci- 
sion on Chcchcnya's future 
status is only logical 
because the problem can- 
not be solved now in the 
rage of fighting and mutual 
distrust.” Konovalov said. 

But he said the wording 
of the deal left- scope for 
different interpretations. 

Russian nationalist 
groups as well as some 
moderate politicians have 
said dim any compromise 
over the region's indepen- 
dence Would trigger sepa- 
ratism in other Russian 
regions. 

The Russian constitution 
does not provide any legal 
mechanism for the seces- 
sion ot any pan of the 
country. 

Yeltsin, who had given 
Lebed sweeping powers to 
restore peace in 
Chechenya, has stressed 
that any peace plan should 
not v iolate the constitution. 

A government expert said 
the deal will be first chal- 
lenged on Sept. h. when 
rebels plan to mark the 
fifth anniversary of their 
independence campaign in 
regional capital 


the 


Grozny, from which Russ- 
ian troops will have by 
then been withdrawn. 

"The deal might survive 
if both sides agree that 
there are no winners, as 
Lebed had announced.” the 
expert, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said. 

"But. according to our 
information, they want to 
turn the occasion into a cel- 
ebration of what they see 
as their victory over 
Moscow." he added. "If 
that happens. Lebed might 
find ir difficult to justify 
the deal.” 

Experts said that Lebed's 
authority to strike deals 
tackling the political status 
of any Russian territory 
was far from obvious. 

Yeltsin has ordered 
Lebed ro restore peace in 
Chechenya and gave him 
unspecified sweeping pow- 
ers to carry out die task. 
But the two men have not 
met since Lebed received 
his orders. 

“Lebed acted like a pres- 
ident in signing the deal." 
Konovalov said. "It is for 
the president to sign such 
papers and he cannot hand 
over his powers to anyone 
just saying "act as a substi- 
tute president for me today, 
please'. 

"Someone may question 
the deal later.” he added. 

In the meantime. 
Yeltsin’s position was far 
from obvious. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said on Fri- 
day that Yeltsin had backed 
Lebed's plan. But there 
was no word from Yeltsin 
himself, who had been 
seen in public only once 
since late June, sparking 
rumours about his bad 
health. 

Yeltsin aides have said 
the president's health was 
alright but the 65-year-old 
president needed a rest 
after a vigorous re-election 
campaign and was vaca- 
tioning at a hunting lodge 
outside Moscow. 

Yeltsin's press office 
could not be reached for 
comment on the deal 
between Lebed and 
Maskhadov. 

"On the one hand, there 
may be something which 
had prevented Yeltsin from 
intervening in the 
Chechenya talks, and the 
first guess would be his 
health." Konovalov said. 
“But there is also, a possi- 
bility that Yeltsin wants to 
leave his hands free”. 

"If Lebed succeeds. 
Yeltsin will come out from 
the shade, and grab the 
fruits of the victory,” he 
added. “If things go uTong, 
Yeltsin could put the blame 
on aides unable to run the 
country in his absence.” 
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Features 


Why protection of intellectual 


Gaza Palestinians shed traditional lifestyle 


property is beneficial for both 
North and South 


By Ghalia Bushnaq 

IN TODAY’S global econ- 
omy. good domestic intel- 
lectual property' laws are 
not enough. Even if a coun- 
try has effective patent 
laws, in order to be able to 
progress, it must rely on 
intellectual property laws in 
other countries to help 
stimulate trade. For the sub- 
ject of intellectual property 
to be incorporated within 
the framework of the 
GATT, innumerable differ- 
ences of opinion among the 
negotiating countries were 
overcome. The different 
concepts of treatment of 
intellectual property by 
both developing and indus- 
trialised countries made it 
look impossible that an 
agreement could be 
reached. However, the 
Agreement on Trade-Relat- 
ed Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights ( TRIPs j 
was finally formulated. 

During the Uruguay 
Round negotiations, indus- 
trialised countries 

expressed their dissatisfac- 
tion with the insufficiencies 
of the present regime of 
international protection of 
intellectual property rights 
(IPRs). They argued that 
the non-existent or inade- 
quate level of protection in 
developing countries 
encourages piracy, thereby 
distorting international 
trade by imposing a nega- 
tive impact on national rev- 
enues. and discouraging 


expansion into new over- 
seas markets. 

Developing countries 
stated that they lack a 
sophisticated research and 
development base and are 
very eager to have technol- 
ogy’ transferred to them. To 
guarantee such transfer, 
they argued that knowledge 
should be treated as a com- 
mon heritage of ma nkin d, 
available free of charge to 
all nations. No one can 
argue that knowledge is a 
common property of all' 
mankind. But the develop- 
ing countries seem to have 
missed a very crucial point: 
That the product of such 
knowledge, i.e. intellectual 
property -based goods, c an 
no longer be considered as 
such. If knowledge was 
mixed with the creativity of 
any person in a unique 
manner which was 
unknown to others, then the 
result of such creativity 
would no longer be a com- 
mon heritage of all 
mankind. iL-thus, belongs 
to the person who spent 
his/her time, money and 
novelty, and not to others 
who merely received the 
final product. 

It is a fact that developing 
countries are going to bear 
the brunt of the cost of the 
international protection of 
IPRs, at least in the initial 
stages. Since they have less 
technology to export, bene- 
fits will bypass them. It is a 
bitter fact that they lack 
enough resources, and suf- 


ficient infrastructure to pro- 
vide an appropriate protec- 
tion to IPRs, which pushed 
them towards piracy. How- 
ever, looking at the issue 
from the point of view of 
the industrialised countries, 
the inadequate level of pro- 
tection in developing coun- 
tries causes them a consid- 
erable amount of loss in 
comparative advantage and 
national revenue. To pro- 
mote creativity and innova- 
tion in new areas of tech- 
nology, they pushed for a 
substantive and compre- 
hensive agreement for pro- 
tection under the GATT. 

Thinking of the. contro- 
versial views of the North 
and South, and taking into 
account the element of fair- 
ness, it would be easy to see 
the industrialised countries’ 
point Industrialised coun- 
tries have spent a consider- 
able amount of money and 
time in formulating a new 
technologically advanced 
product or a new process 
for making existing prod- 
ucts. The point missed by 
many people is that protec- 
tion would be essential for 
those innovators to contin- 
ue in, their expensive 
research by making their 
efforts worthwhile and their 
ventures economically fea- 
sible. 

The author is a trainee 
lawyer, she contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times. 


No negotiations on Aqaba refinery 


(Continued from page I) 

The third short-listed 
company, Itsui-Pitchard — 
a Japanese -.American group 
— has not made any public 
comment or indicated 
whether it is interested in 
fresh talks with the govern- 
ment. 

Thirty-four companies 
had submined prequalifica- 
tion bids for the project. 

Under the letter of intent 
signed on June 16, CHA 
was to build and operate the 
facility for 20 years before 
handing it over to the Jor- 
danian government. 

The deal also included a 
165-meaawatt power plant 
and a 15,000-20,000 cubic 
metre per day desalination 
plant. 

Officials here expected 
the Kingdom to gee about 
S200 million per year in 
royalty during the 20-year 


period at a rate of 30 cents 
per barrel of oil exported. 

Mr. Dabbas also affirmed 
Saturday that the govern- 
ment was not interested in 
investing state funds in the 
refinery or any other similar 
power/energy project under 
negotiations/study. 

The government's policy 
is to accept build, own and 
operate arrangements, he 
said. Under such arrange- 
ments, the investor will 
bring in own capital and 
build, own and operate the 
project under specific 
agreements which will also 
provide for payments to the 
government and define the 
regulatory role of the exec- 
utive authority. 

A senior Clinton adminis- 
tration official said last 
month that several Ameri- 
can firms were interested in 
the refinery project as well 
as a power plant' in the 


south among other projects. 

Under-Secietaiy of Com- 
merce Stuart Eizenstat 
brushed aside the snags in 
the refinery- -project and 
voiced confidence that 
despite the delays and prob- 
lems the facility would be 
built 

Mr. Dabbas said Saturday 
that the proposed $1.5 bil- 
lion to $2 billion power 
plant would have an 
installed capacity of 2,000 
megawatts and that the bulk 
of the production could be 
exported to Israel. 

Mr. Eizenstat, who 
toured the Mideast last 
month, told a business- 
men’s gathering in Amman 
that Israel's new infrastruc- 
ture minister, Ariel Sharon, 
with whom he had met 
before coming to Jordan, 
had expressed “profound 
interesr” in buying the out- 
put of the plant. 


Revived intifada is an option 


(Continued from page 1) 

a suicide bombing spree in 
February and March. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
he is considering ways to 
implement the withdrawal 
while protecting Jewish set- 
tlers in the city. 

“The PNA rejects Israeli 
attempts to renegotiate any 
issue that has been agreed 
upon with the Israeli gov- 
ernment." Mr. Erekat said 
after Saturday's cabinet 
meeting. 

Mr. Arafat said this week 
the Israeli government's 
decision to expand Jewish 
settlements and its demoli- 
tion of a Palestinian com- 
munity centre under con- 


struction in East Jerusalem 
were tantamount to war. 

But only about 20.000 
Muslims participated in a 
protest prayer at the Al 
Aqsa Mosque on Friday in 
Jerusalem. Israeli soldiers 
stopped West Bank Pales- 
tinians from reaching the 
mosque. 

On Friday, Mr. Arafat 
addressed residents of the 
Baiara refugee camp in the 
West Bank, where Palestin- 
ian youths frequently 
clashed with Israeli soldiers 
during the intifada. 

“1 say to them ( Israel > — If 
you will not implement 
what we have already 
agreed upon, our people 
still have other options,’’ he 


told cheering residents of 
the camp. 

“They have airplanes but 
I have the Palestinian chil- 
dren,” he said. 

In Cairo. Egyptian and 
Palestinian officials met on 
Saturday in advance of a 
meeting between President 
Hosni Mubarak and Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy on Sunday, Egyptian 
officials said. 

Osama A1 Baz, a senior 
adviser to President 
Mubarak, Palestinian secu- 
rity chief Mohamad Dahlan 
and Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour discussed 
the rising tension in Israeli- 
Palestinian relations, they 
said. 


Jordan warns of possible Iranian action 


(Continued from page 1 > 


quickiv confront Saddam s 
new plots." 

Aeence France Presse quot- 


ed a spokesman for the group 
as saving that the main armed 
Iranian opposition group was 
tichiinc side hv side with Iraqi 
* forces against Kurdish rebels 


en-e-Khalq 
>r the Iraqi 
don into 
ty in Iraqi 
.esman was 

rccs. sup- 
, haw* been 
toil, at Aski 
dosul and 
.aid the 


accord spokesman, who was 
not identified. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq is 
based in Iraq. The accord 
spokesman said “the Muja- 
hedeen's military intervention 
has paved the way for the Iraqi 
army." 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Iranian dis- 
sident group, which maintains 
3 low-profile information 
office in Amman. 

The Iraqi National Congress 
(jNCi. an umbrella group of 
Iraqi exiles, meanwhile urged 
the United States to take swift 
military steps to stop the Iraqi 
government forces from 
attacking Erbil- 
ln a statement faxed to the 
Jordan Times from a base in 


Salahuddin, northern Iraq, the 
INA appealed to the "allied 
coalition that enforces the safe 
haven in northern Iraq, and 
especially the United States, 
to take immediate derisive 
military action to stop the Iraqi 
violation of the safe haven....." 

‘The INC also calls on the 
U.N. Security Council to take 
urgent action to condemn the 
Iraqi regime for this massive 
violation of human rights,” it 
said. 

Noting that Erbil is “the cap- 
ital of the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Regional government” and 
that it had a population of one 
million, the INC said* “The 
world must act before a mas- 
sive human disaster takes 
place." 


By Sami Aboudi 

Reuter 

GAZA — The scene 
inside the arched gate of A1 
Nawras resort on Gaza's 
northern beach would have 
been unthinkable until very 
recently. 

Young Palestinian men 
and women, sw imming 
against traditional tides, 
were enjoying a dip togeth- 
er in a sparkling pool, 
unconcerned that they 
might be branded as infi- 
dels. 

The scene reflected the 
social revolution that has 
gripped the deeply conserv- 
ative Gaza Strip since 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat took charge of the 
area in 1994 under a self- 
rule deal with Israel. 

AI Nawras (Seagull) 
tourist resort, which opened 
for business in July, is the 
latest and most daring fea- 
ture of Gaza's social liber- 
alisation. 


“Up until now, I could not 
go swimming," said a 19- 
year-old woman who was 
with about 30 others inside 
the pool. "The presence of 
the Palestinian authority 
provides us with the securi- 
ty and freedom to wear 
what we like." 

The $2.7 million resort 
provides Gaza’s elite with a 
Palestinian version of an 
exclusive club. Inside the 
whitewashed walls, fami- 
lies dine, swim and exercise 
in a posh setting of water 
fountains, well- maintained 
lawns and flowers. 

Mr. Arafat’s wife Suha 
and her one-year-old 
daughter Zahwa are among 
the 170 families using it 
regularly. Owners say it can 
accommodate up to 250 
famili es. 

The swimming pool is 
reserved for- family use five 
days a week. Women and 
men coming on their own 
must swim separately on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 


Membership fees for a 
family of two start at $ 300 . 
far beyond the reach of 
most Gazans. But an influx 
of wealthy Pales tinians 
since the PLO took charge 
of Gaza has given the club a 
solid membership base. 

‘‘This is a wonderful 
place. One can at least find 
a place here to relax and 
enjoy a day off," said 
Husam Shisha’a, who grew 
up in Kuwait and returned 
recently to Gaza. 

“Such places are terribly 
important. Otherwise peo- 
ple will lose their sanity and 
even explode.’’ he said as he 
ate lunch with his family at 
poolside. 

Gazans,- once confined to 
their homes from dusk to 
dawn by an Israeli army 
curfew, have made full use 
of the freedom won after 
Israel pulled out its troops 
in 1994. 

On Thursday evening, 
families gather on the beach 
for cookouts. Young men 


sip coffee and smoke water 
pipes. 

Men and women mix at 
many of the restaurants and 
resorts that dot the beach, 
breaking a taboo long 
observed throughout the 
strip. 

Palestinians say that 
Gaza's liberalisation was 
given a boost by Mr. 
Arafat's sweeping crack- 
down on Islamic militants 
in February and March, fol- 
lowing a spate of suicide 
bombings in Israel in which 
59 people were killed. 

Recreation centres began 
to flourish as PLO security 
forces rounded up hundreds 
of activists and Hamas's 
influence on the streets 
declined. 

Founded by six brothers, 
including two expatriate 
Palestinian businessmen 
who returned home after 20 
years in Australia, the 
Nawras club is at the centre 
of an ambitious project that 
will eventually include a 


five-star hotel and a Roman 
theatre that runs down to 
the sea. 

In addition to the pool and 
restaurant, owners are 
putting final touches to a 
gymnasium and tennis and 
basketball courts. 

An Italian company has 
won a tender to furnish a 
1,000-seat theatre which 
will also serve as a cinema 
and conference centre. 

“Once this facility is com- 
pleted. it will be unique 
even for the Middle East." 
said Abdul Latif Al 
Sabaawi, general manager 
of the resort. “We look at 
this project as a lung for the 
(Gaza) Strip to breathe 
with." 

Fateh Al Sabaawi. 25, an 
administrator at the site, 
said: “People had been anx- 
ious for such a facility to 
open. They want to enjoy 
themselves after 30 years of 
Israeli occupation." 


Scattered China group into tea, cement, taxis, hamburgers 


By Mark O’Neill 
Reuter 

SHANGHAI — Below the 
elegant cupola of a Russian 
Orthodox church decorated 
in pink and paintings of 
naked women, diners tuck 
into roast duck and fried 
shrimp to the sound of pop- 
ular songs blaring from the 
television on the wall. 

The restaurant is one of 
thousands of disparate com- 
panies belonging to the 
city’s quirkiest conglomer- 
ate, Shanghai Agriculture, 
Industry and Commerce 
General Coro (SAIGC). 

If you take a taxi, buy 
vegetables in a supermarket 
or flowers for your girl- 
friend or drink a canon of 
milk, the chances are you 
will be contributing to its 
coffers. 

Employing 143,000 peo- 
ple with 1995 sales of 18 
billion yuan ($2.17 billion), 
it produces everything from 
tea to cement and steel and 
car meters, runs 29 super- 
markets, an advertising 
agency, 2,200 taxis, and real 
estate firms. It also has two 
subsidiaries listed on the 
city's domestic A share 
market It has signed 200 
joint venture contracts, of 
which 1 14 have started pro- 
duction, and its empire also 
includes IS state farms, 
schools, police stations, cin- 
emas and cable TV stations. 

“It is hard to manage such 
a scattered company, with 
much of it outside Shang- 
hai," admitted company 
spokesman Xu Yongxin. 

“With such a spread of 
businesses, we most find 
our ow ^priorities and grad- 
ually specialise," he said in 
an interview. “But the group 
has developed well in recent 
years. It would be hard to 
split it up." 

Like many things in 
China’s “socialist market 
economy," fee multi- 
coloured company is a 
product of history. 

In the leftist cul rural revo- 



Dijners enjoy a lavish meal under a mural of a naked woman at a restaurant in what was formerly a Russian Ortho- 
dox church. The restaurant is one of thousands of businesses belonging to the Shanghai Agricultural, Industry and 
Commerce General Corporation (Reuters photo) 


lution (1966-76), 370,000 
young people from Shang- 
hai were sent to surround- 
ing provinces to work on 1 8 
giant state firms, part of 
Mao Tsetung’s national 
campaign to make urban 
residents learn from farm- 
ers. 

The farms belonged to the 
Shanghai Reclamation 
Bureau, which in the early 
1980s followed the example 
of a similar Yugoslav com- 
pany and branched out into 
industry and commerce, 
turning itself into the 
SAIGC. 

By 1987 the group had 
sales of 1.7 billion yuan and 
assets of 900 million yuan, 
employing many of the 
350,000 Shanghai youth 
who returned to the city and 
were replaced on the state 
farms by workers from 


other parts of China. 

A foreign businessman 
said the success of the firm 
had much to do with the 
personality and manage- 
ment style of its chairman, 
Luo Darning, whom he 
described as an ebullient 
entrepreneur. “He is well 
thought of by fee city gov- 
ernment which gives him 
full rein to hire and fire, 
with more freedom than 
that given to the bosses of 
other state firms," he said. 

The group is helped by 
the tajents of the young 
Shanghai people sent to the 
state farms in the 1960s, 
who now occupy many of 
the middle management 
posts. 

The two companies listed 
on the Shanghai * stock 
exchanges both trade local 
currency A shares. 


One, Donghai Co Ltd, 
posted net profit of 24.834 
million yuan in the first half 
of 1996, up from 16.343 
million in the same 1995 
period. . 

Dong Hai makes farm and 
industrial goods and oper- 
ates taxis, grouping a total 
of 16 companies employing 
3.700 people. 

“We are a state company 
in nature but do not operate 
like those large state firms," 
said a Donghai official. 
“Our companies operate 
with a great deal of inde- 
pendence and are flexible 
like rural enterprises. They 
operate in the market." 

The other A share compa- 
ny, SA1C Multiple Trading 
Co Ltd, which had turnover 
of 1.4 billion yuan in 1995, 
is mainly involved in import 
and export business. 


It also has a 50 per cent 
stake in a MacDonalds 
hamburger shop in Shang- 
hai's main shopping street 
and runs a chain of health 
food restaurants in the east 
of the city. 

I spent 10 years on a state 
farm and came back to 
Shanghai full of energy, to 
make up for the time I lost,” 
said Wang Ruchuan, an 
official of the trading com- 
pany. 

“we started early as mar- 
ket companies and made 
our own decisions.” he said 
“Those in state firms 
worked according to a strict 
plan and did not have our 
energy and autonomy. Their 
workers are not so motivat- 
ed” 

“We were not pan of the 
state plan. We had to rely on 
ourselves," he added. 


Iraqi and KDP forces seize Erbil 


( Continued from page 1) 

thousands of their Revolution- 
ary Guards as deep as 40 kilo- 
metres into Iraq," he said 

He said the Iranian forces had 
set up base at Choman, on the 
road between Erbil and the Iran- 
ian border. 

“Despite all our pleas for 
intervention to stop the Iranian 
aggression and to stop the PUK 
which initiated the ceasefire 
violations, we had no 
response,” said Mr. Zebari, 
referring to the United States 
and iis allies. 

‘The Iraqis intervened mainly 
because of the Iranian presence. 
They sent some forces and 
armoured units across the bor- 
der into the Kurdish zone, but 
they stayed on fee outskirts of. 
Erbil," he told AFP by tele- 
phone. 

“We also had to respond to 
fee Iranian deployment," he 
said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said be ordered a reinforcement 
of U;S. forces in fee Gulf 
region and placed them on a 
stale of “high alert” in response 
to fee Iraqi military activity in 
northern Iraq. 

Mr. Clinton made fee 


announcement after fee White 
House said that Washington was 
reviewing its options to respond 
to the largest Iraqi troop activity 
since fee Gulf war in 1991. 

Developments in the region 
"cause me great concern,” the 
president said in a campaign 
speech. “I have placed our 
forces in fee region on high alert 
and they are now being rein- 
forced." 

“It is highly premature at this 
time to speculate on any 
response we might have, but we 
are prepared to deal wife these 
developments," Mr. Clinton 
added. 

■ U-S. officials are weighing 
sending to the region an air 
expeditionary force of about 34 
combat aircraft and 1J00 sup- 
port personnel from U.S. bases. 
Defence Department officials 
said. 

Pentagon officials said U.S. 
■ warplanes doubled their sorties 
over no-fly zones in' northern 
and southern Iraq. 

“We will be working hard 
wife others in fee international 
community to share our con- 
cern,’' fee president added. 

A spokesman for fee British 
Foreign Office said he had 
“nothing to add” to an earlier 


condemnation of the attack on 
Erbil. 

“We condemn Iraqi involve- 
ment," a Foreign Office 
spokesman had said earlier, 
adding the British government 
was concerned. ■‘The Iraqis 
have an appalling record of how 
they are treating their own peo- 
ple... and in no way can Iraqi 
involvement be considered as 
helpful," he continued. 

The French Foreign Ministry, 
said Paris was seeking informa- 
tion on Iraqi troop movements, 
as the situation "appeared quite 
confused," a spokesman said. 

In his comments in Baghdad, 
Mr. Aziz railed against fee U.S., 
British and French forces' in 
northern Iraq for bringing *’to 
the Kurds nothing but death, 
destruction, anarchy and fee 
loss of opportunities for devel- 
opment and decent living.” The 
PUK urgently appealed for help 
from the Western forces based 
in Turkey and the Gulf region, 
and reported ‘'scores of civil- 
ians casualties.” Others were 
fleeing in droves, it said. 

Mr. Talabani later said in a 
radio broadcast that fee United 
States had assured him that 
action would be taken soon 
against “the aggressors in 


Baghdad.” 

He said fee United Stales and 
other Western allies ‘’will not 
abandon our people and that 
they will soon deal a lethal blow 
to the aggressors in Baghdad." 

The United States, Britain 
and France set up the safe area 
in northern Iraq to protect the 
Kurds from Iraq’s military after 
a failed rebellion in 1991. 

The KDP and PUK joined 
forces in the 1991 rebellion, but 
turned on each other after fee 
enclave was established. 

The United States mediated a 
ceasefire last year, but it broke 
down Aug. 1 7 when the Kurdish 
factions resumed battling one 
another. 

The fighting flared amid dif- 
ferences over customs revenues 
from a read between Turkey 
and northern Iraq. Officials 
from fee PUK say the KDP has 
used fee money to increase its 
own power rather than fond fee 
region’s government. The safe 
haven covers 44,000 square 
kilometres of mountain terrain 
bordering Iran, Turkey and 
Syria. Iraq regards fee safe 
haven as an interference in its 
domestic affairs, but had not 
launched a major military attack 
until Saturday. 

A U.S. Navy spokesman in 
Bahrain said American forces. 


combat vessels and fighter 
planes patrolling the Gulf could 
respond to threatening Iraqi 
troop movements in northern 
Iraq immediately if called upon. 

“We would be able to respond 
immediately to fee threat in 
northern Iraq. Within hours,” 
Commander T. McCreary, 
spokesman for the U.S. Fifth 
Fleet based in Bahrain, told 
Reuters. 

Analysis said President Sad- 
dam was testing the West’s 
resolve, 

“He is trying to challenge the 
West at its own game...He is 
being an opportunist. Whether 
he pursues it will be dependent 
totally on the Western reponse," 
John Roberts, editor of the Mid- 
dle East Monitor, told Reuters. 

London-based Kurdish expert 
and writer Hazhir Teimanon 
said President Saddam 'had 
deliberately chosen a city wife- 
in the UN. declared no-fly zone 
in a bid to test American 
resolve, 

“He must be tempted to try to 
inflict humiliation on the West, 
particularly fee Americans in 
this election year, by showing 
they would not take action 
against him,” Mr. Teimanon told 
Britain's Sky News Televirion. 
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Saudi delegation expresses satisfaction 
with quality of Jordanian produce 


By P.V.V bckanand 
Jordan Unit’s Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan expects a 
dramatic increase in ius exports 
of agriculture produce to Saudi 

Arabia with an expected Saudi 
government approval of the 
quality of the Jordanian pro- 
duce. industry sources and offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

They said a Saudi technical 
delegation, currently visiting 
Jordan, had expressed satisfac- 
tion with the quality of Jordan- 
ian produce, including the type 
of fertilizer, irrigation methods 
and quality of water used for 
farming. 

The expected reopening of the 
Saudi market for Jordanian pro- 
duce coincides with impressive 
figures of Jordan's exports to its 
southeastern neighbour. 

The delegation's visit follows 
the signing of an trade agree- 
ment between Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia three months ago. when 
Saudi Trade Minister Osama 
Faqih visited Jordan and co- 
chaired a meeting of a joint 
committee, which had not met 
since the Gulf crisis sparked by 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

The agreement signed on June 


1 3 calk for exemption of all cus- 
toms dudes and fees on all agri- 
cultural and industrial products 
of each other as well as miner- 
als. 

Officials and businessmen 
here expect a marked increase in 
Jordanian exports following the 
signing of the agreement, which 
takes effect on Jan. I ; 1 997, after 
the two sides finalise an execu- 
tive programme to implement iL 

The accord, one of the most 
liberal trade agreements that 
Jordan has signed with any 
country, was seen as tailor-made 
by Amman to reinforce its rela- 
tions with the world's largest oil 
exporter. 

“Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
have always enjoyed traditional- 
ly strong relations and. as such, 
the Jordanian market is fully 
open for Saudi products just as 
the Saudi market is open for Jor- 
danian exports," said Mr. Faqih. 


the Saudi minister. 

Homed A! Oufi, head of the 
visiting Saudi technical delega- 
tion, was quoted as saying in the 
local press on Saturday that he 
was satisfied with the quality of 
Jordanian produce, which, he 
affirmed, was up to the quality 
that is offered by ocher countries 
which use advanced technology. 
Mr. Oufi said he expected a for- ^ 
mai approval for the resumption 
of Jordanian produce to Saudi 
Arabia to be announced through 
“the official channels" — the 
government of Saudi Arabia, 
which slapped a ban on Jordan- 
ian agricultural exports in 1991. 

The Saudi delegation, which 
includes several experts, is also 
expected to visit industrial sites 
in Jordan with a view io famil- 
iarising itself with the quality of 
the products of the Kingdom. 

According to official statistics, 
Jordan's exports to Saudi Ara- 


CRR FOR SRLE 

Hyundai-Sonata, 16 valves, full options, 
manual transmission, white colour, duty 
free. USD 6,000. 

In the morning time 684302 / 684309 


Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 


NoorAl Hussein Foundation/Theatre-in-Education Programme 
in Cooperation With the Embassy of Chile 
The Middle East and Commodore Hotels and Experts Tours 
Proudly present for the Second time in Jordan 


BfoCHI 


FOLKLORE BALLET 


O F 


CHILE 


The Folkloric Ballet Troupe of Chile 


With a new spectacular performance to be 
held at Al-Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium/ 
University of Jordan on: 


Tickets are available at NHF / 
Theatre Programme TeL 606992/3 
Experts Tours , Hay a Cultural 
Centre , Middle East Hotel and at 
the stage door. 


Monday, 2nd September 1996 at 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday. 3rd September J996 at 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, 4th September 1996 at 8:00 . 




THE Daily Crossword by C.F. Murray 


ACROSS 
1 Lake in Italy 
5 Communications 
word 

9 River in 
Germany 

12 Lulu 

13 Insulting 

putdowns 

14 Gam or 
TusHingham 

1 6 Canopy for a 
boat 

1 7 1 996 Oscar for 
onginal music 

19 Clothe 

20 Tall and thin 

21 Lurches 

22 Impart zest to 

24 — hound 

25 Poison 

26 — and switch 

28 Indian group 

30 Calendar word 

35 Scads 

36 Intolerant one 

37 Hard lo handle 

33 Was useful 

40 Count in music 

41 Drive the 
getaway car, 
e.g 

42 Seasoning 

43 Islands around 
lagoons 

47 Roof style 

50 Washes 

51 Trademark 

53 British miler. 
Sebastian 

54 1996 Oscar lor 
best picture 

56 Particle 

57 Fill up 

58 Puzo subject 

59 Middling 

60 Poker call 

61 Preminger 

62 Part of B.A. 
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DOWN 

1 Terra — 

2 Pungent bulb 

3 1996 Oscar for 
best director 

4 Table scrap 

5 Soto 

6 Las Veqas need 


7 Tatter 

8 Residue 

9 Piscivorous 
flyers 

10 Very small 
contributions 

1 1 Far from fresh 
13 Outburst 

15 Aide: abbr. 

18 Declaim 
20 Bowling alley 

23 Flat finish 

24 Naulicai post 

26 Sire 

27 Like peas in — 

28 Tractor part 

29 Pub drink 

30 Location 

31 Repasts 

32 Nicolas Cage in 
1996 

33 Wallach or 
Whitney 

34 Whiskey 
36 Apron parts 

39 Test answer 

40 Rock group 
42 Barbara or 

Clara 


Monday's Puzzle solved: 
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43 Mass robes 

44 Bulba” 
(Gogol) 

45 Egg-shaped 

46 Embankment 

47 Former 
governor, 
Cuomo 


48 Perch 

49 Some auto 
sales 

51 Thrash 

52 George of 
Hollywood 

55 Med. provider 

56 Sharp — tack 


bia were worth SI 00 million and 
its imports of Saudi products 
were worth $130 million in 
1995. 

During the first half of this 
year. Jordanian exports to Saudi 
Arabia rose by more than 100 
per cent over the same period 
last year, officials said. 

The value of exports to Saudi 
Arabia until June 30. 1996 was 
54 million dinars while the cor- 
responding figure for 1995 was 
26 million dinars, according to 
the officials. 

“With the expected resump- 
tion of agricultural exports to the 
Saudi market, we expect a sur- 
plus in our trade balance with 
Saudi Arabia compared with the 
deficit that we .saw in 1995," 
said an official. 


Jordan buys 100,000 
tonnes of Syrian barley 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has concluded a contract for 
the purchase of 100,000 tonnes 
of -barley from Syria and the 
shipment will start arrving 
here in the coming few 
months, according to Supply 
Minister Munir Sobar who 
signed the deal in Damascus. 

Speaking upon returning to 
Amman, following a two-day 
visit to Syria, Mr. Sobar said 
that the agreement followed 
his talks with Syrian govern- 
ment officials on the exchange 
of goods and on bolstering 
bilateral cooperation in eco- 
nomic and trade fields. 

During his visit. Mr. Sobar 
represented Jordan at the 
opening of the annual Damas- 
cus International Fair upon the 
invitadon of the Syrian minis- 
ter of economy and foreign 


trade. 67 Jordanian firms and 
industrial concerns are dis- 
playing samples of national 
products at the fair. 

Tbe officials in charge of the 
Jordanian wing of the two- 
week fair were urged by the 
minister to facilitate the con- 
clusion of contracts between 
the Jordanian businesses and 
visiting merchants. Mr. Sobar 
said be held talks with several 
Syrian ministers and dis- 
cussed barter trade between 
the two countries, especially 
the exchange of barley and 
cement 

He expressed deep satisfac- 
tion with the outcome of the 
talks noting that the Syrian 
officials have expressed 
keenness to promote econom- 
ic ties with Jordan. 


intPVjorocco? 


Does the prospect excite you? Feel like clipping this ad? 
Check these out 

2^2-3 years experience in Advertising Client Service. 
^Fluent English & French. multinational 

client assignment in an extremely interesting culture. 
S^Goodpay 2^ Cutting edge opportunities. , 

Ifyouhsourman, send your CV to MMMM* 

POBck 6834, Dubai, UAE or FAX 669873 ASAP. 

* Make Me your Man in Morocco 


Bigger 
harvests 
ease 


pressure 
on world 


gram 


LONDON ( R ) — Bigger 
harvests and a drop in 
demand, particularly from 
China, point to lower grain 
imports after a period when 
prices have been at historic 
highs, the International 
Grains Council (I GO I said 
Friday. The London-based 
council is an authoritative 
monitor of world grains 
supply and demand It said 
buyers may soon have a 
stronger hand ' partly 
because of bigger harvests 
in all major exporting 
countries except the United 
States. 

It raised its forecast for 
the 1996 world wheat har- 
vest by 3.0 million tonnes 
from its previous estimate 
to 563 million. This is up 
from 539 million last year. 

The leading buyer. China, 
may also cut imports after a 
likely increase in its own 
production. Traditional 
suppliers like Australia will 
need to explore other out- 
lets. 

‘The forecast decrease in 
world import demand and 
improved availabilities in 
all major exporters... has 
strengthened the commer- 
cial advantage of importing 
cou n tries." sai d Bill dc 
Maria, assistant executive 
director of the 1GC. 
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“Why do you always brush your teeth 
. before bed? Do you kiss other men 
in your dreams?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 
| gi by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirlor 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. . . 
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DRi 

UIL 
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MUJYP 




LUPPER 





WHAT THE CON- 
TRACTOR HAP TO 
PO WHEN THE 
PLUMPER FINie»HEp. 


vicad; 
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□ 

□ 
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Now arrange the circled letters Ic 
form the surprise answer, as sug 
gesled by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : ^ ^ ^ ^ THE ” 


(Answers tomorrow 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: COVEY WHOSE DECEIT BANANA 
Answer: Difficult to do when you’ve had one too 
many — TIE ONE ON 


i Peanuts 


r WHY AREN tYiF I STAND 
HERE, I CAN 
BE CLOSER 
TO TOUR 




YOU OUT IN 

(Right field? 


WHY DON T YOU 6ET BACK 
OUT THERE IN RIGHT FIELD 
WHERE YOU’LL BE CL05ER TO 
THE EDGE OF THE WORLD? 


^ £2 I 


17 


IF I FALL OFF 
TELL YOUR CATCHER 
I WAS THINKING 

or i Ei ai 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Fighter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) This is a good 
day to stay at home- and 
get conditions there 
improved with your loved 
ones so that you can avoid 
possible difficulties. 
Make today memorable 
for your mate, especially 
if irs your anniversary or 


some special time. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 


May 21) Seek answers to 
philosophical questions at 
right sources today and 
then follow whatever you 
truly believe in since you 
have always found that 
your inner voice has never 
failed you and you can 
make the correct decision. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 ) Plan how to have 
more of this world’s good 
today or whatever else 
you may need and then 
you can gain advice from 
others. This evening you 
can go out on the town 
wiffi close friends to 
recreations which will be 
fun for aU. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Plan 
how best to gain your per- 
sonal goals today and 
extend your efforts to 
such purpose with the 
assistance of some knowl- 
edgeable person. Later 
this evening you can pro- 
ceed with some career 
activities which have been 
waiting. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Make some fine plan 
to gain your greatest goals i 
today and you can achieve 
them with some advice of 
a bigwig who has the 
answers. You had better 
retire early tonight and 
get an early start for the 
coming days ahead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study con- 
ditions carefully so that 
.you know better how to 
proceed today on Some 
important career activities 
which you need to com- 
plete. Plan how later this 
evening to add greater 
benefits to your business 
and financial life. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) If you 
need assistance from an 
important person today, 
don’t hesitate to ask since 
he or she has offered to i 
consult with you many 
time before. Make sure 
you drive carefully on the 
highway this evening and 
avoid any difficulty. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Forget 
dull duties roday and get 
into fascinating ones and 
you can get ahead, much 
faster in your career activ- 
ities than you had antici- 
pated. Later this evening 
you can gain the support 
of a bigwig for a new pro- 
ject. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Plan your time and career 
activities wisely today for 
the coming week and be 
very practical and produc- 
tive so that those in 
authority will notice your 
abilities and provide you 
with the recognition 
which you desire and 
earn. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- A 
ber 22 to January 20 1 Plan P 
how to please outside fel- 
low associates today and 
get more cooperation 
from them concerning 
some new career activities 
and you can gain recogni- 
tion from those in author- 
ity. Attend public func- 
tions in your community 
later thi£ evening. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) A discus- 
sion with a fellow associ- 
ate can be helpful today, 
especially concerning 
some project which you 
ix>th have been involved 
in for sometime. Coordi- 
nate your ideas and you 
will receive results which 
are quite successful. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You need to 
relax with recreational 
activities so go after them 
today and later tiri# 
evening you can meet 
close friends and your 
loved ones have a pleas- 
ant time together. You can 
have a romantic time with 
your mare, so think out 
the details. 

Birthstone of Septem- 
ber: Sapphire — L 
Lazuli. 
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He said that the Jordan 
Electricity Authority has 
expressed readiness to 
enter into negotiations 
with the American firm 
for the purchase of the 
generated electric energy. 

According to the 
HCPE, Jordan has 25 
waste dumps at present 
and is currently building 
a garbage dump in 
Swaqa, south of Amman, 
which will be the only 
dumping site that can 
handle dangerous waste 
from hospitals and chem- 
ical plants. 


Lloyd’s gains approval for rescue plan 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Lloyd's of London, the 
famous insurance market, 
succeeded at last Friday in 
gaining approval for a vital 
recovery plan, after years of 
crisis and bitter lawsuits 
which had threatened the 
institution's survival. 

The plan aims to dose the 
book on the darkest period 
in the market’s 30S-year 
history, and end the 
avalanche of legal claims 
launched against Lloyd's 
by the "names”, wealthy 
individuals who have tradi- 
tionally pledged their for- 
tunes to guarantee the mar- 
ket’s insurance contracts. 

Thursday night, 91 per 
cent of the 34.000 names 
worldwide had accepted the 
"reconstruction and renew- 
al 1 ' plan, Lloyd's annou- 


nced in a statement Friday, 
declaring the settlement 
offer unconditional. 

The plan’s approval 
marks a turning-point for 
the embattled insurance 
marker, freeing it to push 
forward with a modernisa- 
tion programme that is 
steadily reducing the role of 
names in favour of corpo- 
rate investors. 

Next year, there are likely 
to be- around 10.000 indi- 
vidual investors trading on 
the market, down from the 
34,000 in 1992. 

Names, the majority from 
we 11 -bom British families 
who had always seen 
Lloyd's as a largely risk- 
free investment, were hit 
with catastrophic losses 
some years ago. 

Between 198S and 1992, 


Lloyd's incurred record 
losses of eight billion 
pounds ($12 billion), fol- 
lowing a series of natural 
disasters such as the Piper 
Alpha oil rig explosion and 
hurricanes Hugo and 
Andrew, and long-term pol- 
lution claims linked to 
asbestos use in the United 
States. 

According to the rules of 
the market, names faced 
unlimi ted liability. The 
market has now introduced 
limited liability for the new 
corporate investors. 

Faced with these vast 
losses, which drove some 
of them to ruin, and others 
even to suicide, thousands 
of names launched bitter 
legal battles, accusing 
Lloyd's and its agents of 
negligence. 


The last of these, before a 
U.S. court, was quashed by 
Lloyd’s Tuesday night, but 
several names who have 
not accepted the offer 
intend to pursue their cru- 
sade. 

The proposed plan will 
distribute 3.2 billion 
pounds to the names to 
reduce their debts and 
cover litigation costs, pro- 
vided they drop all out- 
standing legal claims. 
Lloyd's original offer of 
900 million pounds in 1994 
was rejected. 

The "reconstruction and 
renewal" plan also provides 
for establishment of a giant 
reinsurance entity, known 
as Equitas, which will take 
over responsibility for the 
riskiest contracts, those dat- 
ing before 1993. 
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Potash company boosts net profit by 
23.4% in first seven months of ‘96 


* THE ARAB Potash Company’ (APC) 
boosted net profit by 27.5 per cent during 
the first seven months of this year as it 
amounted to JD 23.4 million compared to 
JD 18.35 million during the same period 
in 1995. Total sales reached JD 70 mil- 
lion during the January-July 1996 period 
compared to JD 58 milli on recorded the 
same months of last year. 

APC Director-General Suleiman Hawaii 
attributed the rise in profit to the compa- 
ny’s concentration on high-yielding 
international markets in addition to the 30 


other traditional world markets. He 
stressed that APC succeeded in maintain- 
ing the price level despite the stiff com- 
petition and the dumping methods used 
by some world producers. Mr. Hawari 
indicated that based on the optimistic 
results achieved so far, the company has 
decided to adopt a $102 million produc- 
tion expansion scheme under which 
potash output would gradually be raised 
to 2.2 million tonnes annually starting 
from 1998 (A1 Ra'ih 


Minister promises TCC workers a 
bonus if earnings exceed JD 180m 


** THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Corporation (TCC) was able to earn JD 
123 million during the first seven 
months of this year but the minister of 
post and communication is targeting JD 
180 million for the whole of 1996. To 


achieve this goal, the minister has 
decided to give the TCC's 4,000 
employees an extra one month salary as 
a bonus to each of them if the figure 
was realised (A1 Ra’i). 


World Bank has PTC second 
on privatisation list 


** TRANSPORT MINISTER Nasser 
Lawzi has revealed that the Public Trans- 
port Company (PTC) is the second prior- 
ity for privatisation after the Aqaba Rail- 
way Corporation. As such, the ministry 
has begun to draw a clear concept for the 
privatisation of the PTC, Mr. Lawzi said. 
He explained that PTC will be turned 
into a controller of operations and an 
owner of the rights for bus routes. One or 


two public shareholding companies will 
then be allowed to operate in addition to 
other companies that are currently oper- 
ating buses on some routes. Mr. Lawzi 
said the government will not force any 
single one company to operate buses on 
all the routes but it would preferable if 
all companies join under the umbrella of 
the company that will be formed <Ai 
Ra’i). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
, Fax: 810520 j 



OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A-M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 8985 37 

Tjxnm Utbaina 
behind San Rocle 
Hotel 


Ea 





Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


STUDIOHAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

, Develop your cotour film at 

' our shop and get:- 

j • JUMBO photo 
MtMO 30 % torpor 


mm oolorwo- 

20 x 30 cm 


Shndsa»- 

Bank. Phone: 604042 

Sweficb tel: 823891 


OW1 HOTEL 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 



Tel: 758180 
Radio A tv station RD. 


Amra Hotel Shop§ ! 
6th circle, Amman f 



SbebA 

Suites 


• COMFORTABLY & 

AIR-CONDITIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

i FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN, 
m SATELLITE TV. A DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE UNES. 

• PARK ON PREMIS ES. 

• TV. HALL 

SPECIAL RatS FdR LQNG~SSYl 


U/.Ut.V. H Ft! IX D SAFFAVAY stores. 
TEL: 7029111 FAX: 7111910 




FOR 
I RENT 

I Deluxe Vii las 

“> 

■) Appan.merus. 
in Amman 


For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ext. 223 


DOUM 


■nraeu 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 



Aetdfa4*/uui£ 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 






g SERVICES 


BYBLOS 


*3 


Leonardo da Wnci 
Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30 -11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

TeL: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 
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W IfVE SEND 
> FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


I J Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax: (811395)' 



Abdoun - Tel :.819564 
Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 
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io Sports 

Sampras advances to 3rd round 
as Sabatini stumbles at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Pete Sampras kept his bid 
to win at least one grand 
slam in 1996 on course 
Friday as he outlasted Jiri 
Novak in a see-saw five- 
setter to reach the third 
round of the U.S. Open 
tennis championships. 

And two-time U.S. Open 
champion Stefan Edberg. 
playing the last grand slam 
of his career, kept on truck 


seven grand slam rides 
include three U.S. Open 
crowns, won the first set in 
26 minutes. But it was not 
to be so easy. Novak need- 
ed only 23 minutes to win 
the second set. 

Even serving for the 
match. Sampras double 
faulted to give Novak a 
break point before closing 
out the win. On match 
point Sampras had to race 











Mark Philippoussis of Australia reaches up to smash a 
serve against Andrei Olhovskiy of Russia in their third 
round match at the U.S. Open in New York (Reuters 
photo) 


when his third-round 
opponent. Bemd 

Karbacher. retired in the 
fourth set with a leg injury. 

Edberg. who won here in 
1991 and 1992. was up 3- 
6. 6-3. 6-3. 1-0 when 
Karbacher retired. 

Sampras, who has won at 
least two grand slam titles 
in each of the last three 
years, but made early exits 
in all three major champi- 
onships so far this year, 
beat the 47th-ranked Czech 
6-3. 1-6. 6-3, 4-6. 6-4. 

“I wasn't playing great 
tennis today.” Sampras 
said. “1 was up and down. 1 
went through spells where 
I made a lot of errors. I 
never thought I was going 
to lose the match." 

Novak. 21. was playing 
his first match against a 
world number one. and his 
first match on the imposing 
stadium court at the 
National Tennis Center in 
Flushing Meadows. 

It looked like business as 
usual as Sampras, whose 


to the baseline to get to 
Novak's lob. Sampras said 
he was lucky his own shot 
dropped just inside the 
baseline, leaving Novak to 
dump a forehand into the 
net. 

“I just kind of hit it." 
Sampras said. “I didn’t 
know where it was going 
to go because the wind was 
swirling around. It could 
have gone over the stadi- 
um. It managed to drop 
in." 

“I was a little bit nervous 
because it was maybe the 
last point in the match." 
Novak said.- “I made a very 
easy mistake from the fore- 
hand." 

Earlier Friday, fourth- 
seeded Croatian Goran 
Ivanisevic and ! 9-year-old 
Australian Mark 

Philippoussis blasted their 
way into the third round. 

Ivanisevic, the fourth 
seed, fired 16 aces past 
Scon Draper, recovering 
from a first-set tiebreak 


loss io beat the Australian 

6-7 1 1/7). 6-3. 6-4. 6-4. 

Ivanisevic started the 
year as the hottest player 
on the ATP tour, but the 
U.S. hard court season lias 
left him still seeking his 
first victory in the United 
States. 

He said he came to this 
year's U.S. Open with a 
new goal, just to get to the 
second week. 

“I want to reach the sec- 
ond week for the first rime 
in my life." he said. “I 
want to be in the second 
seek so badly. If I have to 
stay five hours on the 
court. I'll do it. That's what 
I decided, to fight, fight 
until next week. Next 
week, if I’m there, any- 
thing can happen." 

Philippoussis fired 24 
aces, and at least as many 
service winners, past 
Andrei Olhovskiy for a 6- 
3. 6-4. 6-2 second-round 
victory. 

Philippoussis' win kept 
him on course for a likely 
fourth-round match 

Sampras. 

Philippoussis extended 
Sampras to four sets in the 
third round here last year, 
then beat Sampras in the 
third round of the 
Australian Open in 
January then lost to him in 
the second round at 
Wimbledon. 

Philippoussis said he 
would welcome another 
shot at Sampras, but could- 
n't afford to look past his 
third-round match against 
France’s Cedric Pioline, 
who beat Roberto 
Carretero of Spain 4-6. 6- 
2. 6-2. 6-1. 

“I'll just play it match by 
match," he said. "If I do 
end up meeting him. we'll 



Monica Seles of the U.S. hits a forehand return to her 
opponent Dally Randriantefy of Madagascar during 
their third round match at the U.S. Open (Reuters 
photo) 


see what happens." 

Sampras faces a third- 
round match against 
Russian Alexander Volkov, 
who beat Sweden's Mikael 
Tillstrom 1-6. 6-4. 6-1. 4- 
6. 7-6 (10/8). 

In women's third-round 
action, second-seeded 
Monica Seles crushed 
Dally Randriantefy of 
Madagascar 6-0, 6-3. 

Randriantefy, ranked 
I04th in the world, didn't 
win a game until she held 
serve to trail 1-5 in the sec- 
ond. Then she broke Seles 
for 2-5 before the co-world 


number one broke back to 
take the match. 

Earlier, fourth-seeded 
Spaniard Conchita 

Martinez defeated Czech 
veteran Helena Sukova 6- 
4, 6-3. Martinez will play 
Sweden's Asa Carlsson, 
who ousted J5th-seeded 
Argentinian Gabriela 
Sabatini 7-5. 3-6. 6-2. 
Eighth-seeded American 
Lindsay Davenport 

advanced with a 6-0, 6-3 
victory over French 
teenager Anne-Gaelle 
Sidoc. 



Barbara Rittner of Germany returns a shot from Linda Wild of the UJ5. during third 
round action at the U.S. Open in New York ( Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Standard Liege and players punished 

NYON. Switzerland (AFP) — Belgian first division club Standard Liege and three of 
their players were given heavy sanctions 'Friday after a series of outbursts late in the 
team's Intenoto Cup match against Karlsruhe of Germany last week. Roberto Bisconti 
was suspended for six matches, captain Guy Hellers was outed for seven matches and 
Didier Ernst w as suspended for four matches. Karlsruhe won the game after scoring two 
late goals. All three Belgian players were dismissed from the field in the dying minutes. 
The Standard Liege club was fined 25.000 Swiss francs (around S 20.000) for unsporting 
conduct on the field and on the substitutes' bench. 

Romero joins Cagliari 


Women’s pursuit world 
record smashed 3 times 


Club Penarol. 


leading Uruguayan 


Grampus Eight victorious 

TOKYO i AFP)— Nagoya Grampus Eight shrugged off the imminent departure of French j 
Coach Arscne Wenger for English club Arsenal by beating Shimizu S-Pulse 2-1 Saturday I 
to maintain their challenge for the J-League title. Two-time champions Verdy Kawasaki 
staged a come-l'mm behind victory to win 3-2 and push front-runners Yokohama Flugels 
down to sixth place. Kashi ma Antlers. 1-0 winners against Gamba Osaka. lead the table , 
with 38 points, followed by Urawa Red Diamonds and Jubilo Iwata on 37 points, ami , 
Kashiwa Reysol. Grampus Eight and Flugels with 36. All of the top teams have 12 wins 
against five defeats. 


MANCHESTER (R) — 
The women's 3.000 metres 
world record was broken 
three times in pursuit quali- 
fying at the world track 
cycling championships on 
Saturday. 

Olympic champion 
Antonella Bellutti of Italy 
finally reduced the mark to 
three minutes 31.526 sec- 
onds. 

Earlier. Lucy Tyler- 
S harm an of Australia and 
Marion Clignet of France 
had also bettered the old 
record of 3:31.924 set by 
Bellutti in Cali. Colombia 
in April. 

Tyler-Sharman clocked 
3:31.830 and 10 minutes 
later Clignet improved the 
lime to 3:3 1 .674. 

Clignet had an even 
briefer reign us world 


record-holder for Bellutti 
was next on the track. She 
had a slower start than 
Clignet. but finished strong- 
ly to reach the quarter-finals 
to be held later on Saturday 
as the fastest qualifier. 

Bellutti. a former athlete 
who switched to cycling 
only two years ago. is bid- 
ding for her first world title 
after taking the silver medal 
at Bogota. Colombia, last 
year. 

Five world records have 
now been set during the 
first four days of racing on 
the 250-metres indoor 
track. 

Britain's Chris 

Boardman's had two 
record-breaking rides in the 
men’s 4.000 metres individ- 
ual pursuit. 
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The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


7 CINEMA TEL: 677420 " 

v CONCORD ^ 

CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Ahmad Zaki....in 
Naser 56 (Arabic) 

Shows: 12:00, 3:15, 5:45, 8:15, 10:45 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Forward Joe-Max Moore 
scored twice and Eric 
Wynalda. the- U.S. National 
team's leading scorer, added 
another goal as the Uniied 
States beat El Salvador 3-1 
in an international soccer 
friendly on Friday. 

Moore scored his 13th and 
14th international scores 
and Wynalda his 25th. 

Moore opened the scoring 
in the third minute after col- 
lecting a John Harkes 
through ball at the top of the 
penalty area. 

He dribbled past one 


defender before slamming a 
12 -metres shot past goal- 
keeper Alvaro Sanchez into 
the low left comer. He 
closed the scoring in the 
88th minute, converting a 
penalty kick after Frankie 
Hejduk was dragged down 
in the penalty box. 

El Salvador tied the match 
at 1-1 in the 59th minute 
when Luis Lazo ran onto a 
bouncing ball in the left side 
of the penalty box and bent 
a hard shot around U.S. 
Goalkeeper Brad Friedel 
into the upper right comer. 

Wynalda tallied the gam-- 


winner just two minutes 
later. Cobi Jones s cross 
from the right side was 
flicked on by Brian 
McBride and Wynalda's 
sliding volley put the 
Americans ahead to stay. 

The United States will 
open the first round of 
World Cup qualifying on 
November 3 in Washington, 
D.C.. against Guatemala. 
The Americans will play six 
games in seven weeks in the 
first round, home and away 
against Guatemala. Trinidad 
Tobago and Costa Rica. 


City call for fans’ patience 
after Graham snub 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester 
City have called for patience from their 
fans as they search for the ideal manager 
to fill the hot-seat after George Graham’s 
shock decision to turn down the post. 

City are still fuming after being 
snubbed by Graham in their quest to find 
a replacement for Alan Ball. 

And many feel the former Arsenal man- 
ager used the Manchester club as a way 
o? putting himself back in the shop win- 
dow after his 1 2-month ban for accepting 
illegal payments from transfers. 

But the first division club said Friday 
they will not be panicked into bringing in 
a new manager even if it means the post 
remaining vacant for some time. 

“We were shocked by George 
Graham's decision because the package 
offered was very' attractive," said City 
chief executive Colin Barlow. "But that’s 
history now and we’ve got to look else- 
where. 

“It is important that we find a manager 
as soon as possible, but we won’t be 
rushed. It is very important that we get 
the right man. its crucial. 

“Getting out of this division is our pri- 


ority' so finding the man who can do it 
means we have got to take our time." 

The blues' chief still finds it hard to 
accept that Graham rejected their offer 
after going on national radio to announce 
his interest in the job. 

It seems the 51 -year-old scot has now 
gambled on eventually landing a job with 
a top premiership club. 

.And Barlow hinted that City bosses felt 
the same when he said: “We don’t know 
what George’s agenda was, do we?" 

Graham has now been struck from a 
short-list that is believed to include for- 
mer republic of Ireland manager Jack 
Charlton and the again-available Kenny 1 
Dalglish and Bruce Rioch. dismissed by 
Arsenal at the beginning of the season. 

Swindon boss Steve McMahon, Crystal 
Palace's Dave Bassett and former north- 
ern Irish playmaker Danny Wilson of 
Barnsley are also names being mentioned 
by local sources. 


Andretti takes Vancouver Indyear pole 


VANCOUVER (R) — 

Michael Andretti bounced 
back from a painful injury 
to capture the provisional 
pole for the Molson Indy 
Vancouver Grand Prix on 
Friday. 

Andretti, who suffered a 
moderate shoulder and back 
injury in an open test ses- 
sion at Laguna Seca race- 
way in California Tuesday, 
broke the track record with 
a lap of 54.928 seconds 
around the 10-rum. 1.703 
mile (2.741 km) track at the 
Concord Pacific place street 
circuit in a Lola Ford 
Cosworth. 

"It feels better by the 
hour." said Andretti, a two- 


time winner (1991-1992) 
and three-time polesitter 
here (1990-1992) whose 
last pole was at the 1995 
Long Beach street circuit. 

“It's nice to be here (on 
the pole) today." he said, 
noting that final qualifying 
is on Saturday, "but I want 
to be here tomorrow.” 

Bryan Herta was second 
fastest in the session with a 
time of 54.930 seconds as 
seven drivers eclipsed the 
record of 55.226 seconds 
set here last year by Jacques 
Villeneuve. who is currently 
on the Formula One circuit. 

As the indvear series title 
chase winds down to the 
final two races, four-time 


Vancouver winner A1 Unser 
JR. 23 points behind points 
series leader Jimmy Vasser. 
had a strong performance 
with a third fastest time of 
55.004 seconds in a Penske 
Mercedes-Benz. 

Unser, a two-time series 
champion, is winless since 
last year’s event here. 
Besides Andretti, Unser is 
the only winner in this 
event’s previous slx years. 

Vasser. suffering from a 
bad chassis vibration, was 
17th in qualifying Friday. 

Final qualifying for 
Sunday’s race will take 
place on Saturday. 
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Late afternoon light shining in through the ceiling of the Manchester Velodrome 
casts long shadows on the French Pursuit team during their quarter-final heat at the 
World Track Cycling Championships (Reuters photo) 


Hmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

"*■ ■ ■* 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL- 625155 ' • . 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Moore scores twice as U.S. 

A. 

beat El Salvador 3-1 
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Gonzalez homers twice as Rangers beat Indians 
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ARLINGTON (Rj — Juan 
Gonzalez home red twice and 
Ivan Rodriguez added a two- 
run shot as the Texas Rangers 
. defeated the Cleveland Indi- 

• ans 5-3 in a matchup of divi- 
sion leaders Friday. 

Rodriguez’s 18th homer, 
off Ciad Ogea (7-5) in the 
first, gave Texas a 2-0 lead. 
One out later, Gonzalez 
smacked his 40th homer, 
extending his hitting streak 

• to 20 games. 

Gonzalez, who hit in 21 
-- straight games earlier this 
_ season, joined Mickey 
. Rivers as the only players in 
Texas history with two 20- 
game streaks in the same 
year. 

Gonzalez hit his second 
homer in the third for his 
fifth multi-homer game of 
the season. Gonzalez has 
f three 40-homer seasons and 
his 121 RBI broke Ruben 
Sierra’s team record of 119 
set in 1989. 

The Indians had their four- 
game winning streak 
stopped. 

“It’s not something I’m 
going to try to explain," said 
Texas manager Johnny Oates 
about his team winning 
seven of the 10 meetings 
from Cleveland this season. 

“We’ve got two more regu- 
lar season games against 
them and we might get lucky 
enough or unlucky enough to 
play them in the pos (.-sea- 
son ” 

Roger Pavlik (15-7) gave 
tip three runs and seven hits 
in 6 1/3 innings and became 
the fourth 15-game winner in 
the American League. Jeff 
RusseU-piiched two perfect 
innings for his third save. 
Brian Giles and Jim Thome 
^ home red for Cleveland. 

Cleveland's lead over the 
White Sox in the American’ 
League Central dropped to 
nine games. Texas’s lead 
over Seattle in the west 
increased to six. 

At California, Tmo Mar- 
tinez's two-run homer keyed 
a three-run first and Andy 
, Petrine became the league's 
i first 19-gwnej winner a® the ' 
‘ New York YSmkees beat the 
Angels '6-2. 

New York snapped a sea- 
son-high five-game losing 
streak and also got homers 
from Mariano Duncan, Dar- 
ryl Strawberry and Jim 
Leyritz. 

Petti te (19-7) allowed two 
runs and eight hits over eight 
innings with a walk and 
seven strikeouts. He 
improved to 12-2 following 
Yankees’ losses. Mariano 
Rivera pitched a scoreless 
ninth, striking out two. 

Ex -Yankee Randy Velarde 
hit his 11th homer, his most 
at any professional level. 

In Seattle, Pete Incaviglia's 
grand slam with one out in 
the sixth snapped a tie and 
lifted the Baltimore Orioles 
past the Seattle Mariners, 5- 
2. 

It was Incaviglia’s sixth 
grand slam and 200th homer 
of his career. 

Baltimore’s Eddie Murray 
cracked his 20th homer of 
the season and 499th of his 
career. 

Jay Buhner hit his 3Sth 
homer and Edgar Martinez 
his 23rd for Seattle. The Ori- 
oles remained tied with the 
White Sox for the American 
League wild card w’ith the 
Mariners a game back. 

In Toronto, Kevin Tapani 
(I2-S) allowed two runs and 
six hits over 7 1/3 innings 
and Frank Thomas hit his 
29th homer and drove in 
three runs as the Chicago 
White Sox cruised to an 11-2 
victorv over Lhe Blue Jays. 

Thomas, Harold Baines 
and Robin Ventura each col- 
lected three hits. Baines 
homered and scored three 
runs. Danny Tartabull added 
two hits and three RBI as all 
Chicago Starters got at least 
one hit. 

In Oakland, Dave Telghed- 
er scattered seven hits over 
eishi innings and Mark 
McGwire hit his Major- 
League leading 45th homer 
and drove in three runs as the 
aihetlies blanked the Boston 
Red Sox 7-0. 

Telgheder (2-5) snapped a 
persona] three-game losing 
streak. Buddy Groom 
pitched a perfect ninth 
inning. 

McGwire singled home a 
run to spark a three-run sixth 
and capped the scoring with 
a two-run homer in the sev- 
enth. 

The loss was Boston s sev- 
enth in its last 29 games. 



Chicago White Sox Frank Thomas loses his grip on the bat but succeeds in hitting the 
ball out of the park for a two run homer in the third inning against the Toronto Blue 
Jays (Reuters photo) 


In Detroit, Todd Van Pop- 
pel pitched a five-hitter for 
his first career shutout and 
Tony Clark homered to cap a 
four-run fust inning as the 
Tigers blanked the Kansas 
City Royals 4-0. 

Van Poppel (3-6) walked 
two and struck out two in. 
defeating <He Royals for the 
second time this week. He 
threw 108 pitches as he low- 
ered his era from 8.08 to 
7.24. 

Kansas City has scored 
only one run in two games. 

In Milwaukee, Marc New- 
field homered off Jose Parra 
(5-4) leading off the bottom 
of the 12th as the Brewers 
rallied for a 5-4 victory over 
the Minnesota Twins. 

Milwaukee has won 10 of 
its last 15. 

Bob Wickman (6-1) 
pitched 2 2/3 hitless innings 
for tiifc win. his second for 
the Brewers. 

Matt Law-ton hit a three-run 
homer off closer Mike Fet- 
ters with one out in the ninth 
to give Minnesota a 4-2 lead. 

But Milwaukee tied it up in. 
the bottom; ninth dri 
pinch-hitter Dave. Nilsson's 
two- run double. 

Marlins beat Reds 

Major League era leader 
Kerin Brown threw an eight- 
hitter and Devon White's 
RBI double snapped a fifth- 
inning tie as the Honda Mar- 
lins beat the Cincinnati Reds 
3-1 for their seventh straight 
win Friday. 

Brown (14-10) tied Todd 
Stottlemyre of the Cardinals 
for the National League lead 
with his fifth complete game 


and lowered his Major 
League-leading earned run 
average frmjrl.96 to 1.92. 

He struck out eight and did 
not walk a batter. Brown 
threw 119 pitches and won 
for the third time in as many 
starts against the Reds dm 
season. 

“Rolesy (Florida manager 
John Boles) told me yester- 
day, ‘you have to go nine 
tomorrow,”’ Brown said. 

“In the early innings, I was 
struggling. I was just trying 
to make it from pilch to 
pitch. 1 gave up a lot of hits 
in the early innings and 1 
wasn't thinking about the 
seventh, eighth or ninth. I 
wasn’t satisfied with any of 
my pitches and I did a better 
job of moving the ball 
around in the later innings.” 

• “He has a devastating 
sinker,” observed Reds man- 
ager Ray KnighL “The guys 
say it moved more than 
everyone in the league. I 
remember Nolan Ryan say- 
ing in ‘91 or ‘92 that he was 
the best young pitcher com- 
ing jaround in a long time and 
.7 fie '(Tom) s$e$er and 
(Jerry) Koosman when they 
were starting.” 

In Philadelphia, Delino 
Deshields's triple in the top 
of the 12th off Jeff Parrett (2- 
3) scored Chad Curtis and 
lifted the Los Angeles 
Dodgers to a 7-6 victory over 
the Phillies. 

Los Angeles won for the 
seventh time in eight games. 

Darren Dreifort (1-1) 
picked up the win after 
allowing a hit and a walk 
over 2 1/3 scoreless innings. 
Todd Worrell worked the 
12th to earn his league-lead- 


ing 37th save.' 

The Phillies have dropped 
five of their last six overall, 
and nine of 1 1 at home. 

Billy Ashley belted a three- 
run homer for Los Angeles. 

. In Chicago, the Braves and 
Cubs split a doubleheader. 

In the first game, Ryne 
Sandberg snapped an eighth- 
inning tie with an infield sin- 
gle and Kevin Foster (6-2) 
outdueled Atlanta's Tom 
Glavine (13-8) for his third 
straight win, 3-2. 

Foster, a .333 hitter, helped 
his own cause in the second 
with a two-run single. 

The Braves took the second 
game when Chipper Jones 
singled home the tying run in 
the top of the ninth and 
Andrew Jones took advan- 
tage of a poor throw to score 
the go-ahead run on a sacri- 
fice fly for a 6-5 victory. 

Cubs shortstop Jose Her- 
nandez committed three of 
Chicago's four errors. 

Mike Mocdecai singled, 
doubled and homered for 
Atlanta, which has won 14 of 
its last 19 games and has the 
best record lifthe majors, 

50. 

In Montreal, Scott Sanders 
allowed one hit over eight 
innings and Wally Joyner hit 
a two-run single in a four-run 
third as the San Diego Padres 
blanked the Expos 6-0 for 
their sixth straight win. 

Sanders (8-4) struck out 10 
and walked three to win his 
fourth straight. He allowed a 
leadoff double to David 
Segui in the second, and won 
for the seventh time in eight 
decisions. 

The right-hander retired 14 
batters in a row from the sec- 
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MIDDLE EAST 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE FAIR 

AT 

Amman International 

Exhibition Centre 

■ 

Marj Al-Hamam 
From 1 - 6 Sept. 1 996 
Opening Hours 4.00 PM - 10.00 PM 


Business, Trade & Specialised Only 

Participants From : 

Jordan , Italy Istituto Nazionaale 
Peril Commercio Estero , Syria , 
Czech Rep .& Brazil 



UNIVERSAL EXHIBITIONS CORP. 

Tei. 687183 - 683882 Fax . 683882 


ond inning through the sev- 
enth. 

Mike Oquist allowed one 
Montreal bit in the ninth. 

Montreal lost for die ninth 
time in 14 games. 

In New York. Marvin 
Benard’s two-run homer 
snapped a tie and Shawn 
Estes came one out away 
from his first complete game 
as Lhe San Francisco Giants 
beat the Mets 6-4. 

bitting .467 (14- 
for-30) against the Mets this 
season, hit bis first pitch 
■from Pete Hamisch (8-10) in 
the seventh over the right- 
field fence to put the Giants 
up 4-2. 

The loss was the Mets’ 
eighth straight, their longest 
slide since September 1993, 
and dropped them to 0-4 
under new manager Bobby 
Valentine. 

In St Louis, Tom Pagnozzi 
had three hits and three RBI 
and Alan Benes scattered six 
hits over six-plus innings as 
the Cardinals beat the Col- 
orado Rockies 7-4. 

Ray Lankford went 4-for-5 
with a pair of doubles for the 
Cardinals, who won for just 
the third time in II games. 

Eric Anthony hit a pair of 
solo homers for the Rockies. 

In Pittsburgh, Sean Berry 
tied a career high with six 
RBI and donne wall fired a 
seven-hitter for his first 
Major-League shutout as the 
Houston Astros routed the 
Pirates 10-0. 


Fredericks gets revenge 
over Michael Johnson 


BERLIN (AFP) — 
Frankie Fredericks of 
Namibia gained revenge 
oyer dual Olympic cham- 
pion Michael Johnson on 
Friday night, beating the 
American in the 200 
metres at the IAAF Grand 
Prix meeting here — lhe 
fourth of the golden 
meetings. 

Fredericks, second 
behind Johnson in 
Atlanta, clocked . 19.97 
seconds to Johnson's 
20.02 to assure himself of 
-a share of 20 kilo- 
grammes of gold 
promised to athletes who 
win at all four golden 
meetings — Oslo, Zurich, 
Brussels and Berlin. 

Before the Olympics, in 
Oslo in early July, Freder- 
icks handed Johnson his 
first defeat in any race for 
two years. 

Johnson, who smashed 
the 200 metre's world 
record with an amazing 
time of 19.32 seconds in 
Atlanta, missed the 
Zurich meeting earlier 
this month because of 
injury but cruised to an 
easy victory over 400 
metres in Brussels last 
week. 

‘1 ran fast and was con- 
centrated. It isn’t fun to 


be beaten by Michael 
every time.” said Freder- 
icks. "Atlanta is now in 
the past and I am curious 
what the future is going 
to bring.” 

Olympic champion Lars 
Riedel of Germany also 
secured a share of the 
booty when he won the 
discus with 70.60m to 
finish well clear of Amer- 
' ican Anthony Washington 
(68.44). 

Three other men and 
one woman were in the 
ru nnin g for a share of the 
gold bars — Britain's 
Jonathan Edwards (triple 
jump). Denmark’s Wilson 
Kipketer (800), American 
derrick adkins (400 hur- 
dles) and Bulgarian high 
jumper Stefka Kostadino- 
va. 

Olympic champion 


Adkins lost his chance for 
a share of the money 
when he finished third 
behind compatriot Tor- 
rance Zellner and Zam- 
bia’s Samuel Matete, the 
silver medallist in 
Atlanta. 

Zellner stormed home 
to win in 48.23 seconds, 
with Matete second in 
48.34. ‘ Adkins slowed up 
at the line to finish third 
in 48.62. 

Double Olympic cham- 
pion Svetlana Masterko- 
va, meanwhile, won the 
1,500 metres in the slow 
time of 4:06.87, cruising 
home ahead of French 
runner Patricia Djate 
(4:08.22). 



FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Three bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 
Annual rent. 

Tel: 667862 - 693443 


( Jordan Leadin'’ Toitr'isl \Lr>a:inc 


HAS AN OPENING FOR 
AN ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
Interested In Tourism • Outgoing 
Persistent • Ambitious 

Self Motivated • Fluent English 

Female / Male • Car Is An Asset 


Apply in person at Al-Faris Building, 3rd floor 
Near Cinema Concord - Tel. 689669 




lEmmi 

Located in Gardens Street. 

3 bedrooms, one master , 3 bath rooms 
IMngieem^isitipg^m - T bigsffiofaen 
' terrareall around the rat. f ’ 

Pleqae call 063764- from 4-6 p.m. 


JORDAN TOURISM INVESTMENTS 

has a new telepone number 



Fax 552-6785 

Starting from the 1st of September 





Don’t Let Life Slow You Down.. 

Get 100 
Minutes 
Free From 
Fastlink. 


Sign-up now for Fastlink cellular service and we'll give 
you 100 minutes free on your next month's bill. 

It's that easy! 

100 minutes free air time for all new subscribers. 
Act now offer ends September 30,1996 



Fastlink 


gsiht 


Jordon Mobfc Telephone Services 


For more information please call Fastlink at: Tel. 863750 or 111 from your cellular. 
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House panel calls for 


collective Arab action 


to counter Israeli plans 


By Tareq Momani 

Special To rhe Jordan Ttn> 


AMMAN — Thu Arab ar«‘ 
International Committee . . 
the Lower House of 
Parliament on Saturday 
expressed deep concern 
over Israel's actions in the 
occupied Arab territories 
and called for concerted 
Arab efforts to confront 
Israel's plans to expand 
Jewish settlements in the 


cemiones. 

Committee Chairman 
Fawzi Toueimeh said in a 
statement to the Jordan 
Times that the Israeli gov- 
ernment should understand 
the Arab Nation's view that 
"there can be no peace 
while the settlement pro- 
grammes continue and no 
stability without the return 
of Arab Jerusalem to its 
legitimate owners." 

Referring to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti’s visit to Ramallah 
on Thursday where he met 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to voice Jordan's 
backing for the Palestinian 
leadership's quest to pursue 
the peace process. Dr. 


Turkish 

MP 

under fire 
for PKK 


contacts 


ANKARA t AFP i — Turkey ‘s 
mainstream paru'es have blast- 
ed an Islamist deputy for meet- 
ing with Kurdish rebels in a 
faded bid secure the release of 
eight Turkish soldiers, with 
some calling for his expulsion 
from parliament. 

Fethullah Erba>. a deputy 
from Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan's pro- 
Islamic Welfare Pony, met in 
northern Iraq this week with 
leaders from the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
holding the troops captive. 

However, the efforts by Mr. 
Erbas. accompanied by offi- 
cials from tw o Turkish human 
rights groups, failed as the 
local PKK authorities 
announced Thursday that they 
would not free the soldiers. An 
empty-handed .tnd embar- 
rassed Erhos returned to 
Turkey Friday. 

Turkey's successive govern- 
ments have ruled out talks 
with the PKK. which has been 


waging a separatist war in 
southeastern Turkev since 
19SU. More than 22.1X10 peo- 
ple have heen killed in fighting 
since then. Television footage 
showing Mr. Erbas kissing the 
PKK leaden and unending a 
‘'military ceremony' m a rebel 
camp 30 kilometres south of 
the Turkish bonier caused a 
public uproar in Turkey. 

"Erbas. who is a member of 
the Turkish parliament, has 
illegally held talks wuh sepa- 
ratist terrorists. He should be 
punished for thaL*' farmer 
Prime Minister Mcsiit Mlmar. 
also leader of the conwrvamc 
main opposition Motlierland 
Party, lold reporter* laie 
Friday. "Erbas has become a 
tool for PKK propaganda. 
This is unacceptable." said 
Defence Minister Turhan 
Tayan. a leading official from 
the conservative True Path 
Party of former Prime 
Minister T.uisu Ciller who is 
now foreign miniMer and Mr. 
Erbakan's coalition partner. 

"ElTons h> a member of p;ir- 
liamem lo in to mediate with 
the terrorists have hun the 
Turkish nation. This person's 
parliament membership 
should be revised” Parliament 
Speaker Muvr.ifa Kolemli said. 

"This person, who has 
betrayed the Turkish nation, 
.should be expelled from par- 
liament and he tried. 1 ' void 
Alparslan Turke-, leader of the 
extreme right-wing Nation.ilisi 
Mi.wcment Pjnv. Dismissing 

his cmics. Mr. Erbas said he 
only wonted the soldiers' 
release. "Such a result could 
also be a first step toward an 
end to the spilling of blood.” 
Mr. ErKis told the Istanbul- 
based liberal dailv Hurrivei. 


Toueimeh said that the 
Kingdom "will continue ro 
supporr the Palestinians in 
their struggle to regain their 
national rights and estab- 
lish their state on their 
national soil.” 

The practices of the gov- 
ernment of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu "are clearly 
based on the concept of 
ensuring security for the 
Jewish stare at the expense 
of the Arabs and rhe perpet- 
uation of occupation of 
Palestinian lands to guaran- 
tee this objective” said Dr. 
Toueimeh. 

"We totally reject the 
Israeli idea of establishing 
settlements to ensure secu- 
rity which the Netanyahu 
government is pursuing 
under different pretexts in 
flagrant violation of the 
agreements concluded by 
the former Israeli govern- 
ment and the Palestinian 
leadership" Dr. Toueimeh 
said. 

Notins that the Israeli 


government was concentrat- 
ing most of the settlements 
in and around Jerusalem. 
Dr. Toueimeh said Israel 


Crown Prince meets outgoing ambassadors 


AMMAN i Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson met on Saturday with Canadian Ambassador to 
the Kingdom Michel de Salaberry. Algerian Ambassador 
Hashcmi Quddouri and Iranian Ambassador Ahmad 
Dastamaljiun separately on the occasion of the end of 
their tour of duty. Discussion during the meetings 
focused on means to boost relations between Jordan and 
the respective countries. 


Aziz receives Russian official 


BAGHDAD <R) — Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
! Aziz on Saturday reviewed with Russia's deputy foreign 
minister Baghdad's relations with the U.N. Special 
Commission fUNSCOMj disarming it, the official Iraqi 
News Agency iJNA> said. INA said Mr. Aziz also told 
Viktor PosuvaJyuk that Russian firms were welcome to 
supply Iraq with humanitarian goods in line with a partial 
oil sales deal with the United Nations. INA said Mr. Aziz 
reiterated that Iraq had come clean on the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire terms on weapons and called on the Security 
Council members to remove the economic embargo. 
Russia, supported by France and China, all permanent 
members of the U.N. Security Council, is for a gradual 
easing of international sanctions on Iraq. ‘‘He (Aziz) 
stressed that it is the Security Council’s responsibility not 
to allow any attempt to touch on Iraq's sovereignty’, its 
diem tv and national security.” INA said. 


Fire destroys restaurant in Bahraini village 


MANAMA 1 R 1 — A fire has completely euned a 
Turkish-operated restaurant in u Bahraini village, resi- 
dents said. They said a fire broke out at Shul'alu restau- 
rant in the early hours on Saturday in AI Duih village, five 
kilometres west of the capital Manama. It was not 
immediately clear what caused the fire or if there were 
any casualties. Government officials had no immediate 
comment. 


Crusaders’ counterfeit coins unearthed 


CAIRO CAP) — Excavators have unearthed priceless 
gold coins apparently counterfeited by Crusaders in 
southern Egypt about 900 years ago. Egyprian archaeol- 
ogists said Saturday. The eight coins were discovered 
recently in the village of Toha in the southern province of 
Minvn — a region rich in antiquities — after villagers ( 
there stumbled upon three similar coins last year, said 
Abdul Halim Noureddin. head of the Supreme Council I 
for Antiquities. The coins are almost perfect counterfeits | 
of the currency used during the Fatimid Dynasty, which 
ruled medieval Egypt from 969 to 1171 and founded the 
capital Cairo. Mr. Noureddin said. The Crusaders invad- 
ed the Middle East in 1096. arriving in Egypt in 1117. 
Thai dates the coins to the 12th century, he said. The 
coins Faces are bordered with two rows of the block-like 
Arabic that was so “complex and sophisticated that the 
falseness could not be detected easily.'* a statement from 
the council said. Experts found imperfections proving 
they were counterfeited, said Abdullah Altar, a 
spokesman for the council. But he refused to elaborate. 


Egypt impounds tankers over oil spiff 


CAIRO i.R i — Egyptian authorities have impounded two 
oil tankers sttspCL’ied of spilling oil near a port in the Red 
Sea. an official tn the Suez Canal authority said on 
Saturday. The Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
lEEAA) is investigating a slick suspected to have been 
caused by either a Greek or an Egyptian tanker or both al 
Ras Adabiva port. 15 kilometres south of Suez town, he 
said. The Nabila III. which is owned by the Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation, was carrying 23,000 
tonnes of oil. w hile the Greek -registered World Kudos 
was carrying 33.000 tonnes. The captains have been 
questioned and released. Last April Egyptian officials 
demanded $23.5 million in compensation from the 
Norwegian company Kvaemer for damage caused to 
2.000 square metres of Red Sea coral reef by one of its 
luxury cruise liners. 1 
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was aiming at Judaising 
Jerusalem and consolidat- 
ing its hold on the Holy 
City. 

Demanding that the co- 
sponsors of die peace 
process, the European 
Union and other nations 
intervene to save the peace 
process. Dr. Toueimeh said: 
“There is urgent need for 
pressure to be exercised on 
the Jewish siate to force it to 
comply with the require- 
ments of peace and to 
make way for the 
Palestinians to exercise 
their national rights in their 
homeland.” 

* He also demanded that the 
Arab states link normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel 
to the Jewish state's respect 
for international law. which 
calls for a halt to settle- 
ments and an end to the 
practice of Judaising Arab 
Jerusalem. 

He called for the conven- 
ing of an emergency Arab 
summit meeting so that the 
Arab heads of state “can 
adopt a unified stand vis-a- 
vis Israel's defiance and halt 
its illegal practices in the 
Arab territories.” 



BOSNLAN ELECTIONS: Fazlija Abdic (left), the wife of rebel Bosnian Muslim leader Fikret Abdic, waits in 
line to cast her vote at the Gasinci refugee camp near Djakovo, Croatia, on Saturday. Refugees and other 
Bosnian citizens in Croatia, watched by 260 international monitors, began two days of voting on Saturday in 
Bosnia's first postwar elections. The in-country election day for Bosnia is Sept. 14 (Reuters photo) 


Levy to 
tour EU 


Hariri throws full weight 
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capitals into election campaign 


TEL AVTV ! AFP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
will tour four European capi- 
tals next week to defend his 
government's peace policies 
which have been under attack 
in the European Union (EU). a 
senior foreign ministry official 
said Saturday. The official, 
who spoke on condition he not 
be identified, said Mr. Levy 
would visit Britain. Ireland 
France and Germany. 

He gave no specific dates 
beyond saying the tour would 
begin laic next week, but the 
German Foreign Ministry con- 
firmed late Friday that Mr. 
Levy would be in Bonn on 
September 9. It will be Mr. 
Levy's second foreign visit 
since being appointed in June, 
following talks scheduled for 
Sunday in Alexandria. Egypt 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Foreign Minister 
AmrMusa. 

Mr. Levy's European tour 
will follow strong criticism 
from several Eli governments 
over Israel's policy of expand- 
ing Jewish seattlements in the 
Palestinian territories. 

Britain. France and Germany 
all issued critical statements 
this week warning of the nega- 
tive consequences settlement 
expansion would have on the 
peace process that has been 
stalemated since Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
came to power at the head of a 
rightwing coalition govern- 
ment in June. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon's billionaire Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri seems 
to be watching from every 
street comer as he runs for a 
seat in parliament for the 
first time in elections. 

Motorists can catch sight 
of his giant posters on all 
main streets and crossroads, 
ahead of polling in Beirut 
on Sunday. 

Prime minister since 
1 992. Mr. Hariri announced 
his candidacy saying he 
wanted a popular mandate 
for his multi-billion dollar 


programme to reconstruct 
Lebanon after its 1975- 
1990 civil war. 

Mr. Hariri, whose fortune 
is estimated at more than S3 
billion, even said that defeat 
at the ballot box would 
mean a rejection of his poli- 
cies and force him to resign. 

So he has mobilised all 
means to assert a solid vic- 
tory and show himself as 
the driving force behind the 
rebuilding of Beirut, partic- 
ularly its war-devastated 
downtown by Solidere. a 
SI. 82 billion concern. 

His posters, amid a deluge 
of smaller pictures of other 
candidates also taking pan 
in the elections, are" most 
often erected on buildings 
still under construction. 

In an American-style cam- 
paign. they show hint 
against a background of the 
capital's main reconstruc- 


tion projects, including 
pons, airports, bridges and 
highways. 

Mr. Hariri's campaign 
also capitalises on remind- 
ing the people of the more 
than 30.000 students he has 
sponsored through the 
Hariri Foundation to study 
at universities in Lebanon 
and abroad since 1978. 

“With education, we build 
Lebanon," said a gigantic 
poster portraying Mr, Hariri 
in front of thousands of stu- 
dents. wearing black caps 
and gowns with blue hoods 
at a university graduation 
ceremony, dubbed the 
“Hariri generations.” 

For other candidates, 
teams of volunteers have 
plastered posters to walls, 
lamp-posts, trees, traffic 
signs, the fences of public 
gardens, windows of shops, 
other buildings and every 
other space they could find. 

Mr. Hariri has — literal- 
ly — remained above the 
crowd. 

At his air-conditioned 
campaign headquarters, 
clean-shaven and smartly- 
dressed young men. 
referred to as the "Hariri 
boys" are well-versed in the 
art of public relations. 

In contrast, former Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss. Mr. 
Hariri's main rival, has his 
offices located in a badly- 
ventilated underground 
basement. 


The headquarters of a 
harsh critic of Mr. Hariri. 
Member of Parliament 
Najah Wakim, only has the 
organisational help of the 
Communist Party which has 
a representative on his list. 

“We do not have comput- 
ers or exact figures on the 
number of people helping 
us. It's spontaneous popular 
support.” said Amin 
Kammouriyeh. a journalist 
at Al Nahar newspaper run- 
ning for a Sunni Muslim 
seat on Mr. Wakim’s list. 

Mr. Wakim. who has 
accused Mr. Hariri of 
bribery and corruption, 
appears to enjoy such sup- 
port. In mainly Christian 
east Beirut, hundreds of 
people threw rice and con- 
fetti from balconies as 
young men lifted his car at 
a rally. 

“Although Mr. Hariri 
wants to look like he's dom- 
inating the scene, the final 
word is with the people and 
that will be the true test for 
him and his reconstruction 
programme," said one ana- 
lyst. 

The Beirut elections are 
the third of Lebanon's leg- 
islative polls. 

Voting has already taken 
place in Mount Lebanon 
and the north, while further 
rounds are scheduled on 
Sept. 8 in South Lebanon 
and Sept. 15 in the Bekaa 
Valley of eastern Lebanon. 


Rafsanjani’s supporters step up 
campaign to retain him on top 


Hundreds 

flee 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
moderates have intensified 
their demand for a constitu- 
tional change to allow 
President Ali AKbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani to run for a third 
term despite fierce opposition 
from the right. 

"Gi\en Mr. Rafsanjani’s pre- 
cious personality and experi- 
ences. the interests of the coun- 
try demand that his tenure he 
extended for a third term and 
put an end to .d) uncertainties." 
Slid Abdollah Nuri. a member 
of parliament tMPi who leads 
a coalition of moderates and 
leftists in Iran. 

The president’s second term 
expires next July, and under ilte 
constitution he is not allowed 
to seek a new mandate, 

Mr. Nuri. quoted by Eteliaat 
newspaper, called for a referen- 
dum on changing the constitu- 
tion. 

“We should not let our hands 
be tied b\ legal considerations 
and deprive our country and 
regime of such a courageous 
statesman" he said. 

“We arc not sure the person 
who replaces Mr. Rafsanjani 
will possess the same adminis- 
trative abilities, authority and 
talent. Why up a top-grade 
politician for a low-grade 
one?” 

The moderates' rixals on the 
right have strongly resisted the 
idea of changing the constitu- 
tion to allow Mr. Raisanjani a 
third term and have already 
primed their leader, parliamen- 
tary Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nun. for the post. 


The Association of Militant 
Clergy. a group of influential 
clergymen dominating the 
political establishment, and 
satellite groups "have reached 
the conclusion that Naleq Nun 
is the most qualified person for 
the presidential post." conseiv- 
ative MP Mohammad-Reza 
Bahonar said Wednesday. 

Murtcza Nabavi, a hardline 
conservative MP. Thursday 
criticised those seeking a new 
mandate for Mr. Ratsanjoni. 
and said he was opposed to 
changing the constitution to 
allow him a third term. 

“Isn't there anyone else in 
this country xvho deserves the 
post? 

We should not change the 
law on every liule pretest." Mr. 
Nabavi was quoted by the con- 
servative Resalai newspaper as 
saying. 

The two factions of the 
Iranian regime were locked in a 
fierce struggle for seats during 
the March and April parlia- 
mentary elections, which was 
viewed as a crucial step toward 
grabbing the presidential post. 

The conservatives swept 
most of the seats and the lead- 
ership of the parliament, but 
the moderate-left-wing coali- 
tion put up a Miff light. 

The moderates favour easing 
Mrici Islamic laws ami improv- 
ing relations with the West 
while the conservatives insist 
on preserving the values 
imposed after the l y 79 Islamic 
revolution and are committed 
to fighting Western cultural 


incursions. 


The hardline conservatives 
launched an offensive against 
moderate politicians during the 
election, accusing them of 
seeking io compromise Islamic 
revolutionary principles. 

Mr. Rafsanjani and his mod- 
erate supporters, who appeared 
to be the main losers in the 
election, have made a come- 
back in recent weeks, and the 
president is getting extensive 
news media coverage. 

Up until Iasi month politi- 
cians on both sides were sug- 
gesting that Mr. Rafsanjani 
return to the parliament, where 
he was a speaker for much of 
die roSUs. 

The idea of keeping him in 

power resurfaced two weeks 

ago when Ayatollah Taheri. a 
strong backer of the president. 
said at Friday prayers in the 
central city of Esl'uhan he 
hoped “a way could be found 

to have Mr. Rafsanjani keep the 
divine post.” 

Iranian paramount leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the 
only figure in Iran empowered 
to change the law. has adopted 
u vague stand on the issue hut 
has not ruled out a constitu- 
tional rev ision. 

Ayatollah Khamenei, who 
former!) has sided with the 
right, said in a meeting with 
Mr. Rafsanjani and his minis- 
ters on Thursday, ''based on 
ordinary calculations this is the 
last year of the present govern- 
ment. but each one of you may 
continue your work for years to 
come." 


S. Somalia 


fearing 


Ethiopians 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Hundreds of people in cen- 
tral Somali region of 
Galgudud have fled their 
homes following rumours 
that Ethiopian troops, pur- 
suing militants, were plan- 
ning to invade the area, a 
spokesman for an Islamic 
group claimed Saturday. 

Sheikh Mukhtar Hamud. 
spokesman for the Al 
luihad Al Islam. told 
reporters chat Ethiopian 
iroops were crossing the 
border and "terrorising" 
Somali civilians. 

Ethiopia accuses Al 
Ittihud nf carrying out ter- 
rorist activities along the 
Eihiopia-Somalia border 
and in other areas of 
Ethiopia. Earlier this 
month. 

Ethiopian troops attacked 
A I Ittihad bases in south- 
west Somalia, where the 
movement is based. A I 
Iltihad seeks independence 
for the Ethiopian province 
of Ogaden. bordering 
Somalia and Kenya, which 
is populated mainly by 
ethnic Somalis, and has 
claimed responsibility for 
bomb blasts in Ethiopian 
hotels and the attempted 
assassination of a govern- 
ment minister in July. 



New record set for 
sit-ups 


Supermodel 
narrates 
$1,000 trauma 


Bejart’s agent to 
sue organisers 
of Kirov 
performances 


Indonesia freezes 
disco permits 


JAKARTA (R> — 

Indonesia has stopped issu- 
ing new discotheque 
licences after the recent 
seizure of drugs, including 
Ecstasy, at entertainment 
spots in its major cities, the 
Jakarta Post newspaper 
reported. Coordinating 
Minister for Political 
Affairs and Security Susilo 
Sudarman said officials 
wanted to determine if dis- 
cotheque owners are com- 
plying with the laws. 
"Until the evaluation is 
com pie led. we will not 
decide anything on permits 
for new discotheques" Mr. 
Sudarman told reporters 
Thursday. He said Interior 
Minister Yogie Memet had 
been asked to order region- 
al administrations to imple- 
ment the freeze for an 
indefinite period across the 
world's largest Muslim 
nation of almost 200 mil- 
lion people. “The traffick- 
ing of Ecstasy pills has 
reached a critical level. It is 
high time we intensified 
the combat against the 
drug,” Mr. Sudarman said. 
Jakarta city officials have 
issued a similar freeze and 
temporarily closed several 
entertainment spots after 
drug raids. 
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LOS ANGELES f AFP) — 
A California gym owner 
set a new world record 
Friday by doing 100.687 
sit-ups in a 24-hour period. 
“Oooh. I feel tired,” Bill 
Evans told reporters after 
qualifying for the Guinness 
Book "of Records at his 
Dinosaur Athletic Club of 
El Cajon. Mr. Evans broke 
the record ser in 1992 by 
Lou Scripa of 70,175 sir- 
ups. according to Evans 
associate Stacee Disko. 
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SINGAPORE t AFP) — 
Supermodel . Linda 
Evangelista took a walk 
down memory lane on a 
visit to Singapore and nar- 
rated what she called the 
most traumatic experience 
of her rise to the top of her 
career. Her parents had 
given her a year to succeed 
as a model, recalled the 
3 1 -year-old Canadian, who 
was here as a. celebrity 
judge at a modelling con- 
test. "I didn’t make any 
money for the firsr 1 1 
months. In December, 1 
made 51.000.” afternoon 
tabloid The New Paper 
quoted Evugelista as say- 
ing. She put the money in a 
bag which was snatched 
when she was asleep on a 
plane. Now a multi-mil- 
lionaire. Evangelista 
described the incident as 
the “most traumatic experi- 
ence of my early modelling 
career.” 
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TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese agent for French 
choreographer Maurice 
Bejart plans to sue organis- 
ers of performances by the 
Russian Kirov Ballet 
Company which allegedly 
violated copyright laws, a 
spokesman said Tuesday. 
The spokesman for the 
Japan Performing Arts 
Foundation said the coun- 
try's first copyright suit 
involving ballet vyouid be • 
filed in the Tokyo District 
Court this month against 
two companies. Koransha 
and concert agency 
Musrcaa. Despite repeated 
warnings, the companies 
staged performances of 
Bejan's Ballet Adagieno in 
Tokyo in July lasr year and 
again this month featuring 
Kirov Ballet dancer Farukh 
Ruzimativ. the spokesman 
said. Bejart has entrusted 
the foundation to deal with 
copyright violations in 
Japan, he added. 
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